Countryside Newsletter - Winter 2011

Welcome to this the first edition of our quarterly newsletter, packed with all the
latest news from the Countryside team and the Local Nature Reserves.

We want you to be right up to date with all the exciting events planned for 2012 and to let you
know how you can get involved. There are lots of new opportunities to volunteer with our
expanding volunteer programme, whether you want to help with boardwalk building, cleaning
windows, serving cakes or a multitude of other tasks.

This newsletter is also a chance for our supporters and partners to tell their side of the story, as
both are essential to the overall smooth running of so much of what we do. In this edition we
hear from our of our Axe Estuary Wetland Work Party volunteers.

From the whole of the Countryside Team | wish you a very happy Christmas and prosperous New
Year!

Charlie Plowden, Countryside Service Manager

Goodbye James!

It is with great sadness that
we have had to say goodbye [
to James Chubb of the &,
Countryside Service after
nearly eight vyears of
delivering many quality | v i
projects and helping to raise i g AT
_the proflle of the 'I_'eam. His Meg Knowles, Education Ranger, with a
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opportunity will be sorely
missed by the Team and the
Council, but the opportunity
offered to him by the Donkey

Good luck to James in his Sanctuary proved too
new role at the Donkey tempting!

Sanctuary

Since the expansion of the Axe Wetlands, Meg Knowles,
Education Ranger, has worked with many local schools
using this fabulous site whilst Jim Hunter, Nature Reserves
Ranger, has worked on our other Local Nature Reserves
as well as helping with our growing band of volunteers.

Jim Hunter, Nature Reserves Ranger,
during the Dragonfly Training Day

Jim and Meg’s work is essential to meet the demands of delivering an increasing public events
and schools programme, helping to grow the volunteer network and carrying out crucial
conservation work on all our nature reserves



The Willow Spiral on the Axe Estuary Wetlands
Meg Knowles, Education Ranger

In early spring of 2011, year three pupils from Seaton Primary school
visited the Wetlands with a clear mission in mind; they wanted to create a

willow sculpture on their local nature reserve.

Armed with tape measures, spades, plenty of string and bundles of
willow, children set to work during two beautiful sunny days in the month
of March. With the help of head teacher Alan Simpson and an artist from
the Devon Arts in Schools Initiative, we constructed a spiral shaped
Willow sculpture, which now sits in the meadow in front of the Field

Studies Base on Stafford Marsh.

L
Year 3 pupils from Seaton Primary School amongst
their partially finished willow sculpture.

The Axe Estuary Wetlands has played host to
over 40 school visits during 2011. A visit to the
Wetlands provides a safe outdoor environment
where children have the opportunity to get
muddy, splash in a stream and experience
nature hands-on. With the opening of the new
Wetlands classroom, the Axe Estuary
Wetlands looks set to continue to be a popular
choice for visiting groups in 2012.

One of my highlights of 2011 has been to
watch children’'s delight as they discover,
explore and interact with the willow spiral; It's a
popular lunch spot with visiting schools,
children sit quietly amongst the willow
munching on their packed lunches; play time is
an opportunity to run in and around the spiral
playing tag and chase; young children delight
at running around its curved shape and
pretending to be trapped in the spiral maze.

Of course the Willow spiral has not gone
undiscovered by local wildlife too! The young
Willow was the ideal habitat for an invasion of
Hawk Moth Caterpillars in the summer.
Although bright green in colour and huge in
size, you had to look closely to be able to spot
the Caterpillars, as they were the kings of
camouflage amongst the willow leaves!

Now, whenever | meet children from Seaton
School on the reserve, they are proud to see
what their school friends have achieved. The
year 3 students will visit their spiral and watch
how it grows and changes over the years and
can feel proud to think ‘I did that’.

Willow sculpture — a summer home for the Hawk
Moth caterpillar.




Bird Report 2010

After the challenge of losing our editor part way
through production, the Bird Report for 2010
will be published in the New Year. Retailing at
£4.50 it will be available from the Archway
Bookshop, Axminster or from the Countryside
Service during any of our events. It is also
available by post from Diane Berry at EDDC,
Knowle, Sidmouth, EX10 8HL for £4.50 +
£150p&p

Bird Report 2011

Following hot on the heels of the 2010 Bird
Report will be the 2011 Report. Please make
sure that your bird sightings from within the
Axe Estuary and Seaton Bay area for 2011
have been submitted to the Devon
Birdwatching & Preservation Society. If you
have any photographs which you would like
considered for the report please send them to
Diane Berry at dberry@eastdevon.gov.uk.
They have to have been taken in 2011 and
within the Bird Report catchment area.

Also coming hot off the press very soon ...

Axe Estuary Wetlands Leaflet

At last, a leaflet describing the Axe Estuary Wetlands is about to
be published. The nature reserve has been in a state of change
for such a long time that if we had tried to design a new leaflet it

Axe
Estuary
Wetlands

would have been out-of-date before it was finished! Fraser and

Doug just wouldn’t stop building new facilities!
Paper copies will be circulated to TICs and libraries in the new

year but if you can’t wait that long, download a pdf version from
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside.

Events Guide 2012

The Events Guide for 2012 will also be published in January and gt

will be available free of charge from TICs, libraries and from within
the hide at the Field Studies Base.

You will notice that some old favourites have disappeared whilst a

number of new events are going to be introduced. The first three §

months of the year are reproduced on pages 4 and 5 of this
newsletter. They really are three months of immersion in birds

and birding: highlights being ‘Making a love nest’ and the Winter &

Bird Festival, both in February.

Have a look on-line at www.eastdevon.gov.uk/country  side




Events Programme - January 2012

Thursday 5 January 10 am — 12 noon Meet the Birds

Axe Estuary Wetlands: Black Hole Marsh No booking required

Meet the Birds is your chance to spend time in the hide in the company of a volunteer guide or
Wetlands Ranger, who will help you identify the birds in view. This isn’t just about what the bird
looks or sounds like, it's about that hard to define ‘jizz’ or general impression and shape.
Telescopes and binoculars are available for use free of charge. Bird for Beginners events at
Black Hole Marsh will be either in the Island Hide or in the Tower Hide, depending on the birds,
as displayed on information board in the Wetlands car park.

Thursday 19 January 10 am — 12 noon Meet the Bird s

Axe Estuary Wetlands: Black Hole Marsh No booking required
See details above.

Monday 23 January 9am-11am Birds fromthe Tra m
Led by Donald Campbell Book/pay with Seato  n Tramway 01297 20375

Bird watching by open-topped tram is a unique experience. The tram leaves from the Seaton
Terminus and winds its way up the western side of the River Axe, with views of the estuary on
one side and of the nature reserve on the other. The tram will stop at intervals to give
passengers the chance to look at the birds in view. An experienced guide will be on board to
point out the birds of interest and to help with identification.  Please bring your own binoculars
and wrap up warm as the top of a tram can be chilly! Cost: £12.50 per person.

Saturday 28 January 10 am — 12 noon Meet the Bird s

Axe Estuary Wetlands: Seaton Marshes hide No booki  ng required

Meet the Birds is your chance to spend time in the hide in the company of a volunteer guide or
Wetlands Ranger, who will help you identify the birds in view. This isn’t just about what the bird
looks or sounds like, it's about that hard to define ‘jizz’ or general impression and shape.
Telescopes and binoculars are available for use free of charge.

YOUR HELP NEEDED ..... YOUR HELP
NEEDED .... YOUR HELP NEEDED ....

If you do know your whimbrel from your curlew
and are free on either the first or third Thursday
or the last Saturday in the month, please
consider volunteering to lead a Meet the Birds
session. Contact Meg Knowles:
mknowles@eastdevon.gov.uk

A very handsome whimbrel, photographed by
Karen Woolley



Events Programme - February 2012

Thursday 2 February 10 am — 12 noon Meet the Bird s

Axe Estuary Wetlands: Black Hole Marsh No booking required
See details above.

Tuesday 14 February 10 am — 1pm Making a love nes t

Axe Estuary Wetlands: Field Studies Base Toboo ki 07814 477 422

St Valentine’s day is the last date in the calendar for getting bird nest boxes up in time to catch
early breeders. Come along to the Field Studies Base and make a bird box for your garden with
the ranger team. Each kit is £5, which includes all the fixings you will need to walk away with your
very own garden love nest. Booking essential.

Thursday 16 February 10 am — 12 noon Meet the Bir ds

Axe Estuary Wetlands: Black Hole Marsh No booking required
See entry for 5 January.

Saturday 18 February 9am-11am Birds fromthe  Tram
Led by lan Waite Book/pay with Seaton  Tramway 01297 20375
See entry for 23 January.

Sunday 19 February 9am-11am Birds fromthe T ram
Led by Don Cotton Book/pay with Seaton ~ Tramway 01297 20375
See entry for 23 January.

Saturday 25 February 8am -4 pm Winter Bird Fes tival
Axe Estuary Wetlands: Field Studies Base No booki  ng required

Anyone interested in birds or birdwatching should come along to this festival of winter birdlife.
Events, activities and demonstrations will be laid on throughout the day, kicking off with a bird
ringing breakfast at 8 am. From 10 am there will be guides in the Island, Tower and Colyford
Common hides to help you identify the birds in view and pick up some essential birdwatching tips
from our local experts. All day there will be lots of indoor art and craft activities to keep the
youngsters busy, including making bird feeders to keep our feathered friends happy. Fraser Rush
will be on hand to discuss the development of the Axe Estuary Wetlands so far and to show visi-
tors the plans for the further expansion of the nature reserve, as it continues its transformation to
one of the premiere wetland sites in the south west.

YOUR HELP NEEDED ... YOUR
HELP NEEDED ... YOUR HELP
NEEDED ....

The Winter Bird Festival is our new
winter bird lovers big event! If you can
be a guide in the hide or help with arts
and crafts in the classroom or even
just help with teas and coffees please
get in touch with Diane Berry:

Mask making at last year’s winter weekend produced dberry@eastdevon.gov.uk

some rather amazing wigeon!




Events Programme - March 2012

Thursday 1 March 10 am — 12 noon Meet the Birds
Axe Estuary Wetlands: Black Hole Marsh No booking required
See entry for 5 January.

Friday 9 March 10am -1 pm Trees in Winter

Holyford Woods Local Nature Reserve To book: 078 14 477 422
Led by Mike Lock of Axe Vale & District Conservation Society, this walk will be your chance to
concentrate on the more subtle details of trees in order to get to grips with identifying trees in win-
ter. Please park in picnic area at the top of Seaton Down Hill and from there walk across the
A3052, through the field opposite, as signposted, and meet Mike by the entrance to the nature
reserve. Please do not park at Horriford Farm.

Thursday 15 March 10 am — 12 noon Meet the Birds
Axe Estuary Wetlands: Black Hole Marsh No booking required
See entry for 5 January.

Saturday 17 March 9am-11am Birds from the Tr am
Led by Donald Campbell Book/pay with Sea  ton Tramway 01297 20375
See entry for 23 January.

Saturday 31 March 10 am — 12 noon Meet the Birds

Axe Estuary Wetlands: Seaton Marshes hide No booki  ng required

See entry for 28 January.

Saturday 31 March 5pm — 7pm Birds from the Tra m
Led by lan Waite Book/pay with Seaton T ramway 01297 20375
See entry for 23 January.

YOUR HELP NEEDED ... YOUR HELP
NEEDED ... YOUR HELP NEEDED

Donald Campbell runs volunteer work parties
on both the Holyford Woods Local Nature Re-
serve and the Undercliffs National Nature Re-
serve during the winter months. If you would
like to find out more then please contact him
on 01297 552945.

Why not come along to Holyford Woods to

improve your identification of trees in winter?




Wildlife 360 degrees around Seaton, volunteer train

Volunteers taking part in hedgelaying training at
Horriford Farm, February 2011

Seaton’s surrounding natural environment
played host to 29 training events, visiting a
variety of local wild spaces; from the ‘off the
beaten track’ habitats of the Undercliff National
Nature Reserve to squelching through the mud
in Holyford woods to hunt for Fungi. Events
were led by local wildlife experts and have
supported volunteers in developing their
knowledge of Seaton’s spectacular natural
world.

the Undercliff
Reserve, learning about risk assessment for walk
leaders. March 2011.

Volunteers in National Nature

ing project

Throughout 2011 the Seaton Visitor Centre
Trust, in partnership with East Devon District
Council, has been running a programme of
volunteer training and public events. Entitled
Wildlife 360 degrees around Seaton, the
project was funded by the National Lottery
through its Big Lottery Fund.

The project brought together 75 volunteers who
all have a passion for wildlife and the outdoors,
are interested in taking part in wildlife events,
leading local guided walks or providing
information for visitors to Seaton.
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First Aid training for volunteers interested in leading
guided walks, April 2011.

The project also created opportunities for
volunteers to learn practical conservation skills,
such as hedgelaying and basic first aid for
group leadership in the outdoors. A morning of
sketching wildlife on the Axe Estuary Wetlands
was an opportunity for volunteers to exercise
their creative skills and view the natural world
from a perspective of minute detail.

Autumn saw the final part of the project.
Volunteers supported local wildlife events,
talking to visitors on local nature reserves,
assisting with guided walks and leading Meet
the Birds sessions.

In late November, the end of the project was marked by a much enjoyed tram ride and lunch in
Colyford. This was a great opportunity for volunteers to share their experiences from the last 12
months and feedback their reasons for becoming involved with the project;

‘ We became involved in volunteering because it gives us the opportunity to learn new skills, meet
like minded people, keep active but most importantly because it's fun’ Said one couple, who have
been involved with the volunteer training project since the start.

Many thanks to all the volunteers and leaders for m

aking Seaton 360 a success!



Volunteering opportunities in 2012

December may well be the end of the ‘Wildlife 360 degrees around Seaton’ volunteer training
project, but it is by no means the end of exciting opportunities for volunteers to get involved with
projects in Seaton.

Throughout the winter, volunteers will continue to lead Meet the Birds sessions in the hides on the
Axe Estuary Wetlands, greeting visitors to the hides and sharing their knowledge about the birds
in view.

The early spring will see a team of volunteers take part in training to become Volunteer Wardens
on the Wetlands, providing information to visitors and taking an active role in the upkeep of the
hides on the reserves.

The continuation of the Water Vole Project, now led by Jim Hunter, is an opportunity for
volunteers to get involved with checking Water VVole monitoring rafts.

Practical tasks on the Wetlands, such as hedge planting, construction of boardwalks and fencing,
are regularly undertaken by the Tuesday group of volunteers who meet each Tuesday with
Ranger Dave Palmer.

Seaton Visitor centre Trust is also keen to continue to involve volunteers in supporting the Trust’s
activities throughout 2012.

Volunteer Handbook

In January, the Countryside service will be
publishing a handbook for all volunteers who
are currently involved with, or interested in
becoming involved with, volunteering
opportunities on East Devon District council’s
local nature reserves.

The handbook will include information about
different volunteering roles within the service,
such as; the Tuesday practical task force on
the Wetlands, volunteering at events,
volunteering in the hides for Meet the Birds, : -
volunteering with the Water Vole Project and QR EWRES QR {o (0=RV o Vg 1=t Nl o011 (s Tt BT T oJeLo1s
the more formal roles of Wetlands Volunteer KRR lcRNCIVANI IS dole st MR MR (s TSRWAVCIN SIS TIE1Y
Rangers and Hide Caretakers. Wetlands.

Axe Estuary Work Party Volunteers can get a
regular email detailing what tasks are planned
for the following Tuesday and where they need
to meet. If you would like to join the mailing list
please contact Diane Berry
dberry@eastdevon.gov.uk. Even if you are
only able to join in occasionally please sign up
for the email so that we can keep in touch!

The handbook aims to answer any questions
volunteers may have about training, expenses,
insurance and data protection, as well as be a
good source of information about health and
safety topics such as tool use, plants and
animals, health and well being and safe
manual handling techniques.



Ribbon Cutting Take 1: The Coleridge Bridge at Otte

ry St Mary

It was with great pride and relief from Charlie Plowden, EDDC’s Countryside Manager and Project
Manager for the scheme, that the new footbridge and cyclepath was officially opened on 31°
August by the Mayor of Ottery St Mary, Cllr Glyn Dobson.

The bridge was blessed by Ottery’s Rector and
named the Coleridge Bridge after the town’s
connection with this illustrious family.

Many local people joined the party on a hot
summer’s day and with school term starting the
following week the opening couldn’t have been
better timed. After over 10 years of being a
pipe dream, the scheme was delivered on time
and on budget thanks to a consortium of
partners including the Environment Agency,
Sustrans, Devon CC, Ottery St Mary TC and
East Devon DC.

Already the bridge is being heavily used by
Kings’ School students as well as local
residents who want to a safe route into town,
taking pressure off the previously congested St
Saviour's Bridge.

Ribbon Cutting Take 2: The Classroom on the Axe E

Cllr Peter Halse cuts the ribbon with Clir Paul

Diviani and ClIr Mrs Francis Newth in attendance

The classroom nestles within the reed bed so
that, once the reeds are fully grown, it will be
an amazing experience. Team meetings have
already been punctuated by a Cetti's Warbler
burbling away just outside the windows and by
Pied Wagtails clattering around on the roof.
With the dipping platform just outside the front
door and the Stafford Brook within a few
metres, visiting groups will easily be able to
collect specimens outside and then bring them
indoors to identify and record their finds. The
open space of the classroom also allows plenty
of room for circle discussions and art and craft
activities, as well as for eating lunch!

Cutting the ribbon is Mayor of Ottery, Clir Glyn
Dobson. To his right are Cllr Mrs Francis Newth,

(EDDC) and ClIr Jeremy Yabsley (Devon County

Council). To his left is Miss Anitra Lockwood, who
won the competition to name the bridge.

stuary Wetlands
50 guests, including Councillors, funding
partners, contractors and volunteers

descended on the new Classroom on the Axe
Estuary Wetlands to celebrate its official
opening.

The Classroom provides a much needed
indoor space for groups of up to 30 to use
during their visits to the Wetlands. Primarily
aimed at school groups, the Classroom is
nonetheless available for use by any groups
visiting the Wetlands at a small fee and by prior
arrangement. |

Year 6 students from Seaton Primary School

attended the classroom opening to showcase the
dipping platform and classroom in action.




Axe Estuary Wetlands Work Party Volunteers

2011 has been a very productive year for the
Axe Estuary Wetlands Volunteer Group. A
change from undertaking tasks once a month
to almost weekly throughout the year has
enabled a huge amount and variety of work to
be achieved.

We started the year with a major
hedgeplanting scheme along the Black Hole
Marsh track. This subsequently needed
fencing, which again was fairly substantial
work achieved over a number of weeks.

Throughout the year there have been other
tasks involving fencing across the wetland
reserves and quite a number concerning
vegetation removal, including a couple of
forays to the Black Hole Marsh islands.

Probably the highlight of the year though was
the construction of the pond dipping platform
and boardwalk at Stafford Marsh. With the
exception of the support posts which were
driven in by a digger, the rest of the work was
done entirely by the group and is testament to
their enthusiasm and hard work, of which they
can be justly proud.

Ann Winter , one of the Wetlands volunteers,

planting ‘whips’ at the edge of the track to the Field
Studies Base

YOUR HELP NEEDED... YOUR HELP NEEDED... YOUR HELP NEEDED...YOUR

Field Studies Base opening as Information Centre in

Spring

With an increasing number of visitors to the Wetlands and limited staff availability, the role of
voluntary wardens becomes ever more important. The key objective of all wardens , is to help
wetland visitors to get the most out of their visit. The main elements of this work are:

Welcoming visitors to the Field Studies Base information centre.

The frequency of

opening will depend on the number of volunteers available but we hope to open for at
least two or three days per week from Easter to October. Voluntary wardens at the centre
will be meeting and greeting visitors, helping them to orientate themselves around the
wetlands and giving them any leaflets or other information.

Patrolling the wetlands.

Voluntary wardens can help guide visitors who may not know

their way around or can act as informal guides in the hides, helping visitors to see
anything of interest they may not have found themselves.

Initially we hope to have enough interest from volunteers to establish a warden service on the
reserve for 3 days a week; Thursday, Friday and Saturday, from 10am - 4pm. Volunteers
would not need to commit to a whole day of wardening, morning or afternoon time slots are
available. If you would like to discuss this opportunity please contact Fraser Rush on 01395
516551 (ext 2065), email frush@eastdevon.gov.uk




Bioblitz on the Axe Estuary Wetlands

Sunday 31 July saw the Countryside Team
set out to complete the mammoth task of listing
as many of the species inhabiting the wetlands
as possible. An activity which has been given
the name “Bioblitz”.

This was a task which clearly could not be
completed by the team alone so the wisdom of
over 10 volunteer experts was called upon to
ensure no stone was left unturned. Everything
was recorded from the tallest tree to the tiniest
insect with experts in the fields of flies, trees,

birds and botany to name but a few. An expert from Buglife with a young helper uses a

pooter to collect invertebrates from a log pile

The sun was shining and the experts were
chomping at the bit to get started even after
spending the whole of the day before, and
much of the night, Bioblitzing the nearby
Undercliff reserve. The tally of species soon
began climbing with over 50 species of moth
being recorded in the first hour. These had
been caught in a light trap which had been
running overnight and were soon released
safely back to the wetlands.

The experts worked hard all day to find species
and share interesting facts with volunteers
and intrigued members of the public.

13-spot ladybird. Photo by Richard Comont of the

Centre of Ecology and Hydrology

By the end of the day a massive 543 separate species had
been recorded. These included:

Insects 287 species of which 63 where moths and
butterflies

Aquatic invertebrates 69 species

Gall or Mine forming invertebrates 30 species
Other invertebrates 31 species

Birds 63 species

Mammals, reptiles and amphibians 4 species
Bryophytes 39 species

Trees 20 species (not bad for a wetland!)

In addition 235 plants were recorded from records
collected over the last 10 years.

The most exceptional find was the larvae of the 13-spot
ladybird (Hippodamia 13-punctata) which has not been
recorded breeding in this country for nearly 60 years.

A massive thank you must go out to all the volunteers and
experts who attended the Bioblitz. The data collected will

be a massive aid in the continued management of the Axe |RICHLEMURICEEREeRICTRTR Ry VE
Estuary Wetlands of Wales Feather Moss on these elms

on Colyford Common




Devon Water Vole Recovery Project

The Devon Water Vole Recovery Project was
established in 2007 and aimed to re-establish a healthy
population of Water Voles across the county. The
project aimed to improve habitat for the species,
reintroduce animals to key locations and set up a
monitoring system to control the threat of American
Mink.

At the beginning of 2011 the SITA funded project drew
to a close after achieving huge success. These
included two years of reintroductions and a natural
spread of existing populations along the river Axe by up

Floating mammal monitoring raft with clay
to 6Km. inside the tunnel to pick up footprints of
any mammals passing through it

The project has now entered its next phase where the emphasis will be on volunteer and
community involvement. A network of 180 mammal monitoring rafts was set up during the
original project. These rafts float on water courses around the district and contain a wet clay
floor. As curious animals pass over the rafts they leave their footprints behind. This gives us
clues to who lives in the area and whether there are any mink present. For the best results these
rafts should be checked weekly which is a massive task and is where the help of volunteers will
be essential.

Volunteers will be given essential training in the safest way to check the rafts and also the tricks
of the trade in identifying the array of footprints they may encounter. They will also get a chance
to learn about ways of identifying the presence of Water Vole, such as their little green droppings,
which will help us build a better picture of the distribution of the species.

Axe Estuary Ringing Group

The Axe Estuary Ringing Group formed in 2006 with just six subscribing members. Since then, it
has gone from strength to strength and its membership now numbers 42. In recognition of its fifth
birthday, the Group has published a 5 Year Review as part of its Annual Report.

The Group’s primary purpose, as with all other UK Ringing
Groups and individual ringers, is to further the scientific aims of
the British Trust for Ornithology, primarily by adding to the
already considerable wealth of national and international ringing
data through approved and controlled scientific catching and
marking of wild bird species.

Learning to ring birds takes many years of training under the
guidance of a certified trainer. However there are plenty of jobs
for volunteers who would like to help - acting as scribes, helping
to set up the nets, carrying bagged birds and so on. If you
would like to get involved or buy a copy of the Ringing Report
please contact Mike Tyler at mwtyler2@googlemail.com. If you
want to know more about the group have a look at
www.axeestuaryringinggroup.blogspot.com.

If you would just look to watch the Ringing Group at work then
you are very welcome to come along to one of our public ringing
sessions. The next one will be on Saturday 14 April at the Field
Studies Base from 8 am until 12 noon.

The Ringing Group’s Annual
Report for 2010 and its 5 year

Review has just been published




Variety is the spice of life for Jim Hunter, Nature

One of the early highlights of this year was the
two week placement of 10 students from
Bicton College who were mid-way through a
two year course in countryside management.
The students seemed a little unsure of what
was in store for them as we trudged down into
the woods of Knapp Copse but once the fires
were lit and they began the work to clear some
Rhododendron from the wood they soon got in
to the swing of things.

A full itinerary had been set out for them
ranging from fence work to mammal surveys
allowing them to get a flavour of all aspects of
the work we do and hopefully encourage them
into a career in the countryside in the future.

By the end of the two weeks the students left
tired but satisfied with some great stories to tell
their fellow students back at college.

Rockpooling at Exmouth with a group of local
scouts

My highlight for the Autumn and Winter has
been responsibility for the management of
Trinity Hill Local Nature Reserve. The site is a
large area of heathland, a declining habitat
both in this country and world wide.

The main aim of heathland management is to
control the encroachment of trees and scrub as
these out-compete heathland plants. Over the
years there has been a fair bit of
encroachment on Trinity Hill so there will be a
lot of work involved in getting it back to its
peak. Taking the lead on the management of
this site is a daunting but exciting prospect.

Reserves Ranger

Bicton students enjoying the sun at the end of a
day’s hedgeplanting

The highlight of the Summer has been the
rockpooling sessions | carried out with school
groups from across the district.

The sessions usually last for around an hour to
fit in with the tides but the children always want
to stay out longer.

It's great to see the different ways the children
discover the life in the rockpools and no matter
how well you think you know the subject there
is always one question that truly stumps you.

The two main bird species to benefit from the
heathland work at Trinity Hill Local Nature Reserve

are the Dartford Warbler (above) and the Nightjar.
Photo courtesy of North East Wildlife

Volunteers will play a large part in the work with task days being organised where volunteers can
contribute to the project. Of course there will ne the added incentive of cake and

coffee around the fire, what could be better.



Volunteering with the Countryside Service - Anna Mitcham

Since childhood, the Axe valley has been a
special place to me. As a little girl, the high-
light of visiting my uncle’s farm in Whitford,
was to go ‘down to the river to spend time
swimming, net-fishing and picnicking.

In my teenage years, | found myself enam-
oured with the view accessed from a field on
higher farmland which provides a panoramic
vista down the river valley, across the estuary
and to the sea. My relatives affectionately
nicknamed this site ‘Anna’s field’, and | suc-
cessfully encouraged them to join me in watch-
ing the 1999 solar eclipse from there. Now, it
is a good p|ace from which to observe the de- Anna taking time out from volunteering during a visit
veloping nature reserve, albeit with binoculars!  EHSCECILTESICERR N EICE ST

Last year | wanted to start volunteering as a way of gaining work experience. After looking into
areas that interest me, | contacted Diane Berry in the office to discuss what options were
available with the Countryside Service. In August 2010, | started by helping out at the temporary
Biodiversity Exhibition in Seaton, covering two ‘shifts’ per week. Teamed with a second
volunteer, we enjoyed working as a pair, welcoming visitors and talking to them about what the
local countryside has to offer.

In October 2010, | joined the practical working party that regularly assists Dave Palmer,
Countryside Ranger, with the maintenance and improvement of the Axe Wetlands nature reserve.
At first | was a little apprehensive, not having even used a power drill before! With Dave’'s
encouragement, tuition and patience, and the camaraderie of fellow volunteers, very soon my
confidence grew and | looked forward to hearing what job would be next on the agenda.

Over the past 14 months, | have helped with a diverse
range of tasks - including hanging gates, weeding the
islands on Black Hole Marsh, planting hedges, painting
viewing platforms, fencing, weaving willow screens, pull-
ing-up Himalayan Balsam and constructing a boardwalk.
My favourite memory is the time when Roger, Lesley and
| crewed a boat on the Borrow Pit. Our instruction was to
wear life jackets, row over to and remove unwanted
reeds. With balance issues to be overcome and much
laughter, this was easier said than done, but clever team-
work enabled our mission to be accomplished!

Helping out at public events this year has also been en-
joyable. From serving refreshments, helping with chil-
dren’s activities, to dressing-up as a Medieval peasant at
Colyford Goose Fayre, there certainly is a wide variety of
roles that volunteers can chose from.

Volunteering with the Countryside Service has been re-
warding in many ways. | have had the opportunity to
work outside, to be involved in the community, meet like-
minded friendly people, improve skills such as problem-
solving and communication, use new tools and equip-
e R N R S AR el ment, repeatedly gain a sense of achievement - but over
all, have had fun.

Anna about to release a ringed Robin




