
Axe Estuary Wetlands 
The Axe Estuary Wetlands are located between
Seaton and Colyford and consist of  two main
areas which do not, as yet, join up. 

Seaton Marshes is good for birds at all times of
the year.  In the winter large numbers of  ducks
such as teal and wigeon can be seen feeding on
the grazing marsh. Wading birds can be seen on
the estuary mud, particularly Curlew and 
Redshank. Kingfishers are often seen fishing from
a perch directly in front of  the hide.  

The Borrow Pit is a freshwater lake and is a
tranquil and beautiful location, especially during
the summer.  A range of  small birds flit around 
in the shrubs and trees whilst during June and
July the area is a haven for dragonflies and 
damselflies.

Black Hole Marsh is a saline lagoon created in
2008. A range of  islands provide different 
surfaces for birds to breed and roost on. Reed
and hedge screening around the Marsh has 
recently been planted and this is still developing.
Once fully established, the reserve will be an 
excellent habitat for a range of  ducks and 
wading birds.

Colyford Common is regularly flooded by high
tides which creates a salt marsh with a distinctive
and unusual flora and fauna. From the hide you
can look out across the Axe at the many waders
and waterfowl and you can also walk around the
reed bed to spot some smaller birds.  

Facilities
Covered bird hides are available at Seaton
Marshes, Black Hole Marsh, Stafford Marsh and
Colyford Common. It is intended that the new
Tower Hide will be built adjacent to the tram
line at Black Hole Marsh during 2011. Viewing
platforms are available at Black Hole Marsh and
Colyford Common. The Field Studies Base on
Stafford Marsh provides a base for many 
Countryside Service events and activities.  

Parking
Limited parking for Seaton Marshes is available
at the nature reserve entrance. Alternatively,
park at the Harbour Road Pay and Display in
Seaton and then walk northwards along the 
cycleway for approximately 800m.

Parking for Black Hole Marsh is available at the
back of  Seaton Cemetery. Please respect users
of  the Cemetery and be aware that parking may
not be available during funerals.

Dogs
No dogs are allowed on the Axe Estuary 
Wetlands.
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