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Staff Update

Over the summer Building Control Surveyor Roger Bailey retired. Roger was held in high regard by staff and customers alike and we wish him a very happy retirement.

Training news
The LABC training division’s new prospectus of courses has now been published. 

There is a useful selection of courses available from suitable for agents, architects, builders and building control surveyors etc. and includes building legislation, acoustics, electrics to name but a few.

The prospectus can be downloaded from the LABC website at: www.labc.co.uk/labctraining
Part G Transitional Provisions
The revised Part G will not be coming into force on 1st October as previously expected.  This is due to late amendments following comments on the draft edition from the European Commission.
This creates a 3 month standstill which prohibits the introduction of the Approved Document before 2 December 2009. 

The CLG has therefore had to amend the regulations laid on 13 May so as to delay their coming into force until 6th April 2010 (the next common commencement date). 
Part J Consultation
The CLG have issued a new consultation document for Part J (combustion appliances and fuel storage systems) with implantation proposed for 2010. 
Key changes include; changes to air supply for combustion provisions in airtight homes, better guidance on biofuel technology, carbon monoxide alarms for use with solid fuel appliances (non-room sealed), inspection access for concealed flues, plumbing (discharge) from condensing boilers and bunding (secondary containment) of domestic oil tanks. The consultation closes on 26 November 09.

Full details are available at: http://communities.gov.uk

New Future of Building Control Plan
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The way building control is delivered is under close scrutiny by the CLG and following the recent publication of the Future of Building Control an Implementation Plan has now been published. 
The Implementation Plan maps the delivery of subjects such as risk based assessments within Building Control and the charges, defined periodic reviews of regulations, improvements in inspection and enforcement, dispute handling and performance management. 
A copy can be downloaded from:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/buildingcontrolimplementation
Zurich withdraws from the new home warranty and Building Control market.
Zurich is no longer taking on new building control warranty work. Zurich had probably been one of the best known alternative warranty providers to the NHBC. 

Paul Everall, LABC Chief Executive, comments on the news. “It has been a surprise to learn that

Zurich is likely to wind up its Building Guarantee operation and it will be a shame to lose an old brand.

However, it has been an extraordinarily tough business environment for the last 18 months and the new homes sector has been very badly affected.”

He continues…”Our concern is to enable house builders and Zurich’s customers to ensure that their current projects won’t be threatened and that there is continuity in the industry. It has been a

precarious year and developers don’t need these extra pressures.

Therefore, LABC New Home Warranty will, if required, honour the price of outstanding warranty quotations issued by Zurich Building Guarantee (subject to the necessary underwriting and technical assessments), and LABC can provide the building control using our network of 4,000 local authority surveyors in England and Wales. It is vital that house builders can find an alternative quickly with the minimum of fuss. LABC is ideally placed to do this, and working with LABC New Home Warranty, we can ensure the delivery of the whole package including HIPs, acoustic and air pressure testing.”

Zurich customers wanting to contact LABC should email zurichrunoff@labcnhw.co.uk or contact the LABC New Home Warranty Sales team on 0845 054 0505.
British Standards institute ISO9001 Quality Management System Update.
East Devon Building Control successfully passed our interim assessment in the summer.
Following recent successes in the redesigned planning dept, EDDC Building Control is set to go through a similar systems thinking review process in the New Year. This is to ensure that our systems and procedures are as customer focused, efficient and robust as possible. This ties in nicely with our commitment to continually improve our services under the ISO 9001 and Customer Charter Mark objectives.
LABC Partnership scheme re-launched for RSL and other affordable homes providers
The successful LABC Partner Authority Scheme is being re-launched for Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) and affordable homes specialists.

This free scheme offers large and small companies the opportunity to 'partner' with the local authority building control department of their choice no matter where the building works are taking place. 

The scheme will benefit RSLs, housing associations, architects and contractors who provide affordable homes or social housing. LABC has identified over 150 specialist local authority teams that are able to provide dedicated account management and in-depth technical expertise, covering key areas such as the Code for Sustainable Homes and acoustic design. Other benefits to those in the new homes industry include: a single point of contact; consistent Building Regulations advice; Development Team Approach so that issues are resolved with other experts in the design phase; and streamlined administration all the way through to the completion certificate. 

Participating organisations will not only receive excellent building control advice; they will also have the option of using the Social Housing Warranty from LABC New Home Warranty. This provides housing associations and RSLs with up to 12 years cover on residential developments and conversion projects.
Affordable Housing
There are currently 3,000 partnerships in England and Wales. Participating companies are able to use the LABC Partner logo in communications to their customers and on marketing material. 

Here at East Devon, affordable housing provision is a priority area. Through our in house expertise and our LABC partners we can offer the full range of services to meet your needs including:

· New build warranty (inc special social housing warranty product)

· Code for sustainable homes assessments

· Acoustic testing

· Air leakage testing

· HIPS/EPC

· SAP calculations

· Water usage calculations

· Partnership working

· Free pre-application advice

· Local knowledge

· Development team approach

· Bespoke quotations

so if you would like further information on how we can help you please contact either Robert Edis or Paul Seager on 01395 517482
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01395 517482 is the direct hotline into the service. This number has several lines and an answer phone service - in the mornings we have very high call volumes with people booking site visits and we may have to call you back. Otherwise, remember that we have a duty Surveyor here every afternoon from 2pm. You might also find the answer to your query on our website pages at � HYPERLINK "http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk" ��www.eastdevon.gov.uk�








