Trinity Hill Management Committee meeting minutes 29 November 2005

Attendees

Cllr Andrew Moulding – Chairman

Charlie Plowden – EDDC Countryside Manager

Pam Farwell – local resident

Janet Johnson – local resident

Ron Alford – local resident

Nigel Cook – local resident

Kathleen Cook – local resident

David Sole – local resident

Ron Bowers – Devon Bird Watching & Preservation Society

Don Cotton – AV&DCS

Peter Kiy – local resident

Wendy Kiy - local resident

Chris Sellers – Uplyme Parish Council

Minutes of meeting

Rationale for meeting 

Cllr Moulding outlined the purpose of the meeting to hear and record views of the Committee members on the recently circulated proposal by the Countryside Service to set up a “Friends of Group” for Trinity Hill (along with all other Local Nature Reserves owned and managed by EDDC) that would, if approved by the Executive Board, supersede the current arrangements for Trinity Hill.  The Countryside Manager agreed to send a copy of the Executive Board report to the Committee members at least 10 days before the Executive Board meeting on January 18th  2006.  Cllr Moulding also agreed that comments and views could be sent to him before the meeting.

Comments/views expressed by Committee members :
· If the Friends of Group is set up local residents will have no say in the management of Trinity Hill LNR, it will be suggestions only with no real authority.  

· TH Committee members will know the site better than a Friends of Group .

· Decisions made about the management of the LNR could have an impact upon the maintenance of the track.

· The view expressed was that the Friends of Group proposal has alienated all Committee members through poor communication.

· It was requested that the report to the Executive Board should make reference to the management of the track and where responsibility should lie for its future maintenance.

· It was felt that a Friends of Group and the Management Committee could co-exist successfully

· If the Management Committee was dissolved this decision would be detrimental to the management of the LNR.

· The Committee was concerned that if dissolved then decisions made without their involvement could have a detrimental impact about commoners rights, water quality issues, access etc  

· Certain Committee members are not self interested but have a passion for the LNR.

· The Committee is aware that there is no formal agreement between EDDC and the Committee from 1991 but all felt there was an intent there which is still relevant today.  The decision made in 1991 as outlined in the letter effectively empowered the Committee to make decisions on behalf of EDDC.

· The Committee was concerned that decisions would be made without reference to the Committee Management Group.
· The unique nature of Trinity Hill and work of the Management Committee adds to the Nature Reserves Officer’s understanding of the LNR which a Friends of Group would not be able to replicate.

· The Committee felt creating a Friends of Group should be welcomed but not at the expense of the Management Committee the two could run alongside each other.

· The Committee is totally opposed to allowing the Countryside Service a totally free hand in the management of Trinity Hill.

· The Committee is made up of local residents and also wider interest groups such as Axe Vale and District Conservation Society and the  Devon Bird Watching and Preservation Society.   

