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FLY MONITORING AND COUNTS

                           GUIDANCE FOR COMPLAINANTS

In order for us to obtain the evidence we require for an investigation into fly nuisance under the Environmental Protection Act, we need to obtain information from the complainants which will demonstrate the level of infestation. In order for an infestation to be determined as a statutory nuisance, it must be severe and over and above what we would normally expect in an agricultural area.

We need complainants to provide information for us in some or all of the following ways:

1. Collect dead fly bodies in a sample jar. We would need at least half a jar collected in one room over a period of time (start and end dates must be noted).

2. Place “spot cards” on flat surfaces indoors to collect fly dirt. The cards must be in place for at least 2 weeks (start and end dates must be noted).

3. Keep 2 week logs of fly numbers. Count the number of flies knocked down (for example by spray or on fly papers) in each room on each day over a two week period. You may also want to keep a note of how the flies have affected you during this period.
4. Take photographs of substantial numbers of flies on a) Fly papers

                                                                                               b) Fly catchers

                                                                                               c) Surfaces

            Again the start and end dates must be noted.

In order for this evidence to be admissible the person submitting the information must sign any paperwork or photos as a true and accurate record.

We know that some people are reluctant to use fly papers, fly sprays or the red top fly catchers but these are the best ways to deal with the flies whilst the problem is occurring, and also the best ways of obtaining fly bodies for us to use as evidence.

The information will be collated with that submitted by other complainants, and any data collected by ourselves. Our investigations include trying to identify the type of fly and source of it, and visiting the source to determine the cause of the infestation and remedial action required to resolve the problem.
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