




















Figure 23 — Figure of Flood Zones and Flood Risk in East Devon
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4.17

417.1

4.17.2

4.17.3

Global Warming and Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Greenhouse Gas Emissions - If global climate change
impacts are to be minimised the amount of greenhouse gases
need to be significantly reduced. The national goal is to
reduce CO, emissions by 20% on 1990 levels by 2010.
Measures to reduce the production of GHG include energy
efficiency improvements, reduced travel, energy savings and
increasing use of energy generated from renewable sources.
Reductions in the amount of biodegradable waste in landfill
sites, which generates methane (gas with climate change
potential higher than CO,) would also help to cut GHG
emissions.

DEFRA HAS RECENTLY PUBLISHED FIGURES FOR CO; EMISSIONS
FOR ALL UK LOCAL AUTHORITIES FOR 2003. THESE ARE
EXPERIMENTAL STATISTICS UNDER DEVELOPMENT BUT GIVE A
GOOD INDICATOR OF EFFORTS TO REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS
OVER THE YEARS. ACCORDING TO DEFRA’S 2003 STATISTICS THE
BIGGEST CONTRIBUTORS TO CO, EMISSIONS IN EAST DEVON
WERE THE ROAD TRANSPORT (36.8%) AND DOMESTIC SECTORS
(35.8%). THIS COMPARES TO SOUTH WEST WITH THE INDUSTRY
AND COMMERCIAL SECTOR GENERATING 36.1% OF CO;
EMISSIONS, DOMESTIC 32.8% AND ROAD TRANSPORT 27.5%. AT
THE NATIONAL LEVEL THE BIGGEST CONTRIBUTOR IS THE
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCIAL SECTOR (46%) FOLLOWED BY
DOMESTIC (29%) AND ROAD TRANSPORT (23%) SECTORS.

PER CAPITA ANNUAL CO; PRODUCTION IS QUITE HIGH IN EAST
DEVON (8.4 TONNES) COMPARED TO EXETER (5.7 TONNES) BUT
SIMILAR TO THE REGIONAL AVERAGE OF 8.2 TONNES. HIGHER CO,
PRODUCTION IS CHARACTERISTIC OF PREDOMINANTLY RURAL
AREAS WHERE ROAD TRANSPORT IS TYPICALLY MORE
SIGNIFICANT.

4.17.4

4.17.5

A MEASUREMENT USED TO ASSESS OVERALL ENERGY EFFICIENCY
IS THE STANDARD ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE (SAP). THIS RUNS
FROM | (HIGHLY INEFFICIENT) TO 100 (HIGHLY EFFICIENT).
ACCORDING TO THE RELEVANT BVPI EAST DEVON HAD A SAP OF
62, WHICH WAS HIGHER THAN IN EXETER (52) AND THE
REGIONAL AVERAGE (59.2).

THE HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION ACT (HECA) REQUIRES A 30%
IMPROVEMENT IN ENERGY EFFICIENCY FOR HOUSES BY 2010
BASED ON 1995 FIGURES. AFTER SIX YEARS OF THE HECA
IMPLEMENTATION  AUTHORITIES SHOULD HAVE ACHIEVED
AROUND 12% IMPROVEMENTS IN DOMESTIC ENERGY EFFICIENCY
IF THEY ARE TO MEET THE 30% TARGET IN THE CORRECT
TIMESCALE. EAST DEVON AND EXETER HAD ACHIEVED 19.8%
AND 18.5% RESPECTIVELY IN OVERALL IMPROVEMENT IN
DOMESTIC ENERGY EFFICIENCY BY 2004. THEY SCORED HIGHER
THAN THE SOUTH WEST AVERAGE OF 15.3%. DEVON CURRENTLY
RECEIVES ABOUT 1.8% OF ITS ENERGY NEEDS FROM
RENEWABLES, MOSTLY FROM METHANE GAS FROM LANDFILL AND
SMALL HYDRO SCHEMES.

4.18 Built Environment Quality in East Devon

4.18.1 The many years of human occupation of East Devon has left a

rich legacy of buildings and features of historic interest. The
many older buildings of East Devon form a fine resource of
appeal to both residents and visitors to the area. In recent
years many more modern buildings have been developed,
including the more modern houses and dwellings in which
most of the residents of the District live.

4.18.2 East Devon is blessed with a varied underlying geology which

has meant that there are a wide range of local building
materials and hence building styles throughout the District.
Materials in certain parts of East Devon have very locally




4.18.3

4.18.4

4.18.5

distinctive characteristics, such as the Beer stone which has
been used in and around Beer for many centuries.

East Devon has a significant archaeological heritage which is a
finite and non-renewable resource. This archaeological interest
is not just land based as in-shore waters, inter-tidal zones and
the sea shore also all contain a rich and diverse archaeological
heritage. The Exe Estuary and surrounding lands, in particular,
is an of recognised high archaeological worth.

Remains identified as of national importance are statutorily
protected as Scheduled Ancient Monuments. There are 188
Scheduled Ancient Monuments in East Devon and other sites
of local interest are recorded in the Devon Sites and
Monuments Register which is maintained by Devon County
Council. However there is no comprehensive archaeological
survey of the District. The Register, which is open to public
inspection, was established in 1975 as the archaeological
record for Devon. It currently contains over 65,507 records
within the County and as at July 2003 there were 8,684 records
in East Devon. These records range from pre-historic
settlements, Roman sites, medieval settlements and buildings
through to historic fortifications from the Second World War and
records of individual finds of archaeological interest. Ancient
monuments form one level of interest in the historic built
environment and typically are buildings not in active use.
Scheduled Ancient Monuments are comparatively less common
in East Devon than elsewhere in the country.

Listed Buildings are buildings of historic importance that
typically are in use or usable/inhabited. With a total of 4,408
Listed Buildings East Devon has a substantial and important
built heritage. This figure equates to around 1 Listed Building
for every 28.5 persons resident in the District. This is a ratio

4.18.6

4.18.7

4.18.8

that is twice as high as the South West average and over four
times the England average.

Most Listed Buildings in East Devon are residential properties
that are privately owned and occupied and many date back to a
time when cob walls and thatched roofs were the dominant
building materials. Many of the listed buildings are located in
rural and countryside areas. However, the towns of East
Devon also have a rich and varied architectural heritage that, in
particular, reflects growth and development occupying in the
Georgian and Victorian periods. However, all of the towns of
the District can trace their roots back to much earlier times.

East Devon District Council has undertaken a Building at Risk
survey of the entire District. Whilst the vast majority of Listed
Buildings are in good condition there is a significant minority
where there are defects and signs of deterioration. There also
many cases where the quality or setting of a Listing Building
has been damaged or undermined by inappropriate or
insensitive development or ‘repair/upgrading’ works.

Councils have powers to determine areas that are of special
architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. These areas are
designated as Conservation Areas and there are 33 in East
Devon located at

e Axminster
Beer
Brampford Speke
Broadclyst
Broadhembury
Budleigh Salterton
Chardstock
Colyford
Colyton
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4.18.9

e Combpyne Rousdon - Allhallows

e East Budleigh

e Exmouth i) Louisa Terrace/The Beacon
1)) Bicton Street
iii) Albion Street/Windsor Square

e Gittisham
e Honiton
¢ Kilmington
e Lympstone
e Musbury
e Otterton
e Ottery St Mary
e Seaton
e Sidmouth i) Town Centre
ii) Sid Vale
iii) Elysian Fields
iv) Sidford
V) Sidbury
Vi) Salcombe Regis
vii) Bickwell Valley
e Sowton
e Stockland
e Whimple
e Woodbury
English Heritage (The Historic Buildings and Monuments

Commission) maintains a Register of Parks and Gardens of
Special Historic Interest. Eight of these are situated in East
Devon and they are graded in a similar manner to listed
buildings and are listed below.

1. A LaRonde and the Point-In-View at Exmouth. Grade Il

2. Bicton Gardens, Bicton. Grade |

3. Cadhay, Ottery St Mary. Grade I

4. Combe House, Gittisham. Grade Il

©~No O

Killerton, Broadclyst. Grade II*

Rockbeare House, Rockbeare. Grade I
Connaught Gardens, Sidmouth. Grade Il
Rousdon, Combpyne Rousdon. Grade Il

4.18.10 The Register aims to draw attention to important historic

4.18.11

4.18.12

gardens and parks as an essential part of the Nation's
Heritage which merit protection and conservation. Other
parks and gardens and designed landscapes and public open
space, in particular urban parks in the District are of regional
or local importance and merit protection. Historic parks and
gardens may contain other facets of interest: archaeological,
landscape, architectural or nature conservation features

The conservation Areas and Historic parks and Gardens of
East Devon are shown on Figure 24.

The more recent buildings and public realm (the spaces
created by and around buildings and other structures) of East
Devon embrace a range of architectural styles and traditions,
with some sitting less comfortably with their older neighbours
than others. Historically the coastal towns of the district have
seen the development of a large number of bungalows, a
dwelling type popular with many older and retired people.
Newer properties are found throughout the District but
especially so in Honiton and Exmouth which have both
experienced very substantial levels of residential growth in
the past 20 years. More modern buildings exhibit varying
degrees of design and architectural quality, often paying little
respect to local vernacular styles and materials.
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Figure 23 — Historic Attributes in East Devon

Eﬁg English Heritage Scheduled Ancient Monuments
17§ (LP4B) Historic Park or Garden

(LP43) Conservation Areas
B Crown copyright. All nghtsreserved 100023746, 2007
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4.18.13 There has not been an objective assessment of District wide built environment quality. However the Commission for Architecture and
Built Environment (CABE) recently undertook an assessment (published February 2007) of new residential development schemes in
the South West, West Midland and East Midlands. Across these regions the CABE report advises that:

“The design quality of new housing in the South West, East Midlands and West Midlands is overwhelmingly disappointing.
Across the three regions covered by this report, only 8 per cent were found to be good or very good. A startling 40 per cent
were found to be poor and the remaining 52 per cent are characterised as average. As with previous audits, we assessed a
total of 100 schemes across the three regions (33 per region). These findings are more discouraging than in the other six
regions of England in one important respect. While the number of schemes rated good or very good are broadly comparable,
there is a far higher proportion of poor developments than average ones.”

4.18.14 The quality of East Devon'’s built environment is of key importance to many of the District's residents. Up to September 2007 20
Parish/Town Council’s in East Devon out an overall total of 66 Parish’s/Town’s have produced Village Design Statements and/or
Parish Plans and with a further 15 or so in production. These design statements/ plans, amongst other objectives, seek to raise the
quality of design in their localities and hence the District as a whole.






