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Knowle  

Sidmouth 

EX10 9BL 

 
 www.eastdevon.gov.uk 

Meetings 

Meeting  DSO Date Time Location 

Licensing & Enforcement Sub 

Committee 
CL 

Monday 

16 March 
9.30am CANCELLED 

Standards Committee DV 
Tuesday 

17 March 
9.30am Room 1 

Planning delegations working 

group 
DV 

Tuesday  

18 March 
5.30pm Council Chamber 

Seaton Town Hall Advisory Forum  CL 
Tuesday  

18 March 
7.00pm CANCELLED 

East Devon Floods Recovery 

Group 
DM 

Friday  

20 March 
2.00pm 

East Devon 

Business Centre 

Planning Inspections Committee HJ 
Friday  

20 March 
4.00pm Council Chamber 

Licensing & Enforcement Sub 

Committee 
CL 

Monday 

23 March 
9.30am CANCELLED 

Asset Management Forum CL 
Monday  

23 March 
9.30am Council Chamber 

Sheltered Housing Task and 
Finish Forum (Meet 10am at 
Bidmead Community Centre for  

site visit; meeting to commence 

at 11am at Clayton House 

Community Centre, Exmouth) 

AT 
Monday 

23 March 

10.00am 

 

Bidmead 
Community Centre, 

Exmouth 

Engaging and Involving Young 

People Task and Finish Forum 
DM 

Wednesday 

25 March 
10.00am Room 1 

Audit & Governance Committee DM 
Thursday 

26 March 
2.30pm To be advised 

Corporate Overview Committee CL 
Thursday 

26 March 
6.30pm Council Chamber 

The Knowledge 

View of Sidmouth from Peak Hill  ▪  Photo by Lynne Jones 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/
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Meetings  (continued) 

Democratic Services Officers:  

 Diana Vernon 
 01395 517541 

Christopher Holland 
01395 517543 

Hannah Jarvis 
01395 517542 

Chris Lane 
01395 517544 

Debbie Meakin 
01395 517540 

Rachel Perram 
 01395 517542 

Alethea Thompson 
01395 517540 

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services whenever they are unable to attend a 

meeting so that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please don‟t forget to check your pigeon holes 
whenever you are visiting Knowle. 

If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the relevant 

Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified). 

Click here to view agendas and minutes on the Council‟s website. Click here to view planning applications online. 

Click here to view new applications received relating to the Licensing Act 2003. 

 

The magazine for the environmental sector 

The latest issue of Energy and Environmental Management is now available to view 

online.  

The publication contains a broad digest of news, features and comment as well as a 

Focus on the Enhanced Capital Allowance (ECA) scheme for energy and energy 

efficiency. In this issue look out for an article on the European Energy Trophy, how the 

Carbon Reduction Commitment can help you to save money and how to make the 

right energy saving investment.  

http://www.eaem.co.uk/ebook/ 

 

 

News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency) 

4Benchmarking corporate services  

Access a new set of performance indicators, which 

are designed to help public bodies benchmark their 

corporate services. The use of the indicators is 

voluntary but is recommended to help improve 

value for money. 

4Co-ops spread the healthy word on 

food 

Higher prices for healthy foods 

have the greatest impact on 

those least able to bear them. 

Discover how Greenwich Council 

has established a food  

co-operative to sell nutritious, 

affordable food to its residents. 

This cross-borough enterprise looks set to expand 

with three further co-operative stalls imminent. 

4It’s ‘all cisterns go’ for disability equality 

Read how Nottingham City Council's 

specialist „Changing Places‟ toilet 

facilities have been developed to 

improve the quality of life of severely 

disabled residents and their carers. 

These facilities mean disabled people and their 

families can now enjoy a day out in the city. 

4Coalfield and industrial communities 

roundtable 

The Healthy Communities Programme recently held 

a roundtable event in partnership with the Alliance, 

a group of councils that represent industrial 

communities in England, Wales and Scotland. Find 

out what next steps were proposed to challenge 

health inequalities across these regions in the light 

of the deepening economic downturn. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/your_council/councillors_and_meetings/committee_minutes_and_agendas.htm
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/publicaccess/
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/applications_received
http://www.eaem.co.uk/ebook/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/30728/86948/4878/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/30728/86948/4879/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/30728/86948/4879/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/30728/86948/4873/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/30728/86948/4872/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/30728/86948/4872/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/30728/86948/4872/0/
http://tenalps.gtml1.com/tenalpslz/lz.aspx?p1=0568556S431&CC=&w=959&cID=0&cValue=1
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News from DARE (Devon Association for Renewable Energy) 

4 £157 million available for south west 

timber processing businesses 

 Sustainable Woodland South 

West (SWSW) has £157 million 

available for south west 

businesses that feel they could 

improve the economic value of 

forests or forest products in the 

region.  Those eligible for 

funding include forest/woodland owners (including 

estates) farms, local authorities, and charities. Work 

may include access work (such as construction of 

loading bays or „forest‟ roads), work on some 

„silvicultural‟ operations that offer significant value, 

feasibility studies, training, capital investments in 

forest machinery, and infrastructure for in-forest 

recreational enterprises. 

Small Green Steps Award 

Even small community and voluntary 

groups can make a valuable contribution 

when it comes to tackling climate change 

and reducing the impact our daily lives 

have on global warming and the 

environment. The Devon Community Foundation 

want to find out what steps, small or large, your 

community or voluntary group have been taking to 

tackle global warming and become greener. Have 

you saved energy? Are you travelling wisely? Are 

you saving resources? So enter NOW and your 

green steps towards saving the planet could win you 

£5,000 for your community group. Simply write to 

The Devon Community Foundation telling them what 

steps your group has taken over the last 24 months 

to save energy and tackle climate change. Where 

possible, include the positive results you‟ve achieved 

from these actions. Entries need to be received by 

20 March 2009. Send to Karen Dunton at: Devon 

Community Foundation, The Factory, Leat Street, 

Tiverton, EX16 5LL. Or email karen@devoncf.com. 

For more information call Karen on 01884 235887 

4Local Foodwebs project 

The Mapping Local Foodwebs project is a new 

initiative to engage the skills and knowledge of 

local people in order to research the social, 

economic and environmental impacts of local 

foodwebs. The overall aims of the Mapping Local 

Foodwebs project are to: equip local community 

groups to survey and document their local 

foodwebs; enable local community groups to 

assess the social, economic and environmental 

benefits of their local foodwebs; share their 

findings locally and with local, regional and 

national policy and decision makers; secure local 

foodwebs through the promotion of policy 

change.  

This pilot phase of the Mapping Local Foodwebs 

project (in Totnes and the South Hams) will play 

a crucial role in the success of this national 

initiative, ensuring the design of a 

comprehensive, accessible action pack which will 

enable local communities to discover for 

themselves the impact that local food has on 

their community. Further information can be 

found at: Campaign to Protect Rural England; 

Making Local Food Work Programme; Mapping 

Local Food Webs; The Real Choice Report.  

For more information or to get involved please 

contact: Jenny Gellatly, Mapping Local Food 

Webs, South West Regional Coordinator,  

Campaign to Protect Rural England,  01803 

864858 jennyg@cpre.org.uk 

 

 

With thanks to DARE for the above articles: 

www.devondare.org 

 
 

Chairman’s engagements 

Saturday 14 March 

Presenting prizes at the Blackdown Hills hedge-laying event. 

 
 

 

http://regensw.co.uk/downloads/RegenSW_263.pdf
http://regensw.co.uk/downloads/RegenSW_263.pdf
mailto:karen@devoncf.com
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/about/fwm/index.cfm
http://www.cpre.org.uk/home
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/about/fwm/index.cfm
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/about/fwm/index.cfm
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/about/fwm/index.cfm
http://www.cpre.org.uk/library/results/local-foods
mailto:jennyg@cpre.org.uk
http://www.devondare.org/
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News from the Rural Services Network (RSN) 

4Ministers plan to cut rural speed limit 

The Government is 

considering plans to reduce 

the rural speed limit to 

50mph. Aimed at cutting 

deaths among motorists and 

pedestrians, the move would 

cover most single-carriage 

highways. But the Automobile 

Association warned that there should be no 

"blanket" reduction, and instead called for a 

"targeted approach". Currently the speed limit on 

almost all single carriageway roads outside of 

towns is set at 60mph, except for at accident 

blackspots. (See also „In the press‟) 

 

4Minister pledges to support rural skills 

Environment minister Jane Kennedy has agreed to 

promote the development of land-based skills. Her 

support follows a delegation of rural employers led by 

Peter Martin, Chief Executive of the Lantra Sector 

Skills Council. Delegates travelled to Westminster 

from as far afield as Devon and the North York Moors. 

The Parliamentary day aimed to give key officials an 

insight into the experience of rural apprentices and to 

highlight why environmental and land-based skills are 

vital. 
 

Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and Council 

staff) can gain free and full access to RSN Online by registering. 

 
 

Find out more about funding 

4Caudwell Children 

The Caudwell Children Charity and Barclays 

Wealth have launched a programme to fund 

adapted sports equipment for gifted and talented 

disabled children to participate in competitive 

sport. They will provide the equipment itself 

rather than the money. Click the link for more 

information or  0845 3001348 

4Athletics 

The British Athletics Charitable 

Trust has grants available to 

assist young athletes in need. 

The trust also seeks to assist in 

the provision of athletic track 

and field event facilities to the 

highest safety standards. Click 

the link for more information or  07801 080469 

Jamie Buckley (Engagement and Funding Officer)  

 01395 517569 (or Ext 2769)  

jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 4Young cricketers 

The Brian Johnson Memorial 

Foundation has grants of 

between £500 and £750 

available for young talented 

cricketers between the ages of 

11 and 19 in need of financial 

support. Click the link for more 

information or  020 7821 2809 

4Women and Girls 

ROSA (Rape or Sexual Abuse Support Project) has a 

total of £25,000 of funding available for projects 

working with women and girls. Funding will be 

available to projects that work with at least two 

partners, who are engaged with the media and who 

address the question of positive body image. Click 

the link for more information or  01788 551150 

To find out about funding opportunities for voluntary 
and community groups and individuals visit our 

website: www.eastdevon.gov.uk/grants 

 
 
 

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=739&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=739&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=739&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=738&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_chronocontact&chronoformname=register&Itemid=135
http://www.caudwellchildren.com/
http://www.bact.co.uk/
mailto:jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.johnners.com/
http://www.survivorguide.co.uk/
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/grants
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Visit to Devon by the Parliamentary Business & Enterprise Committee 

Devon Chief Executives and Leaders, Chief Executive and Chair of DNPA (Dartmoor 

National Park Authority), Devon Rural Network, have been invited by the 

Parliamentary Committee to an Inquiry in Devon into the future of the Post Office on 

Tuesday 17 March. They will be asked to present their views and ideas to members of 

the Select Committee. Each of the authorities invited has been represented on the 

multiagency Devon and Torbay Task Force which coordinated the local response to the post office closure 

programme last year - Task Force members will also be present.   

A second meeting open to the public will be held on 17 March, from 4.30 to 5.45pm at the Council 

Chamber, County Hall, Exeter. 

Any members of the public and interested organisations in Devon or Torbay are welcome to attend. This is 

a unique opportunity to let Government know our views about the post office network and to share ideas 

for how it can be sustained in the long term.  

The future shape of the Post Office network affects everybody. Following the network change programme 

and the decision to award the Post Office Card Account to Post Office Ltd, the network will contain about 

11,500 branches, and 500 outreach services. In addition to access to mail services, it will provide access to 

benefits for Post Office card users, some banking services and a range of Government and local 

government services, which will vary from branch to branch. The Post Office network currently receives 

support of £150 million per year from the taxpayer. The question is how can we ensure a comprehensive 

network which provides the services the public needs for the foreseeable future? 

To shed light on this, the Government has asked the Business and Enterprise Committee to review future 

services to be offered through the Post Office network. The Inquiry is ongoing and the Committee hopes to 

report by early summer. 

Peter Luff, Chairman of the Committee said: “We welcome the Government‟s recognition of the expertise 

the Committee has built up over the years. The Government‟s whole hearted engagement with this inquiry 

will we hope provide the basis for a comprehensive Post Office network, providing commercial and public 

services at the lowest possible cost to the taxpayer. We are sure the public will engage with us in shaping 

the future of a network which will serve their needs.  The independent, all-party, nature of Select 

Committees means that the public can be confident their views will be taken into account.”  

The Committee would welcome evidence on the following questions:  

1. What services should the Post Office network offer,  

 from Government,  

 from local authorities, and  

 from other sources, including services in competition with Royal Mail Group;  

To what extent would these increase the network‟s commercial viability? Is there a case for any service 

to be subsidised, and if so, to what extent? 

2. How much account should be taken of  

a) costs to the taxpayer in providing services through the Post Office rather than through cheaper 

channels; and  

b) consumer preference for alternative channels? 

3. To what extent would a desire for the presence of a Post Office or Post Office services translate into 

actual use of those services? 

4. What are the impacts of the availability of post office facilities for businesses, and local residents; and 

in particular how significant is the network in aiding social and financial inclusion;  

5. What level of subsidy - if any - per Post Office would be reasonable in the long term; for example, 

should it be £20,000 or £200,000? 
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In the press 

4Most people have no faith in the 

Police 

Less than half the public (46%) has confidence 

in the police and councils to deal with antisocial 

behaviour and crime, according to figures from 

the British Crime Survey. Jacqui Smith, the 

Home Secretary, said that all forces should 

reach a confidence rating of 60% by 2012. 

4Vulnerable women and children 'at 

risk as family courts reach breaking 

point' 

The family courts system is at 

'breaking point' and 

thousands of vulnerable 

women and children at risk of 

abuse are going without legal 

help, according to a new report by the Bar 

Council. The first research into the likely effect 

of proposed £6.5 million cuts in family legal aid 

suggests that they will have a 'severe impact' 

on women and children in the courts. 

4Speed limits to be cut from 60 to 50 

Speed limits could be cut from 60mph to 50mph 

to reduce the number of deaths on rural roads. 

4Sell up or lose home 

Property owners who leave 

houses empty for six months or 

more should lose them, 

ministers have said. Housing 

Minister Margaret Beckett 

wants town halls to pressure homeowners into 

selling or renting empty houses to make up for 

the slowdown in construction. 

4Funding to be linked to user 

satisfaction 

The Prime Minister will propose increasing every 

year the proportion of Government funding for 

hospitals and local councils that is linked to user 

satisfaction. Gordon Brown is also to announce 

plans for people to leave comments on 

Government-sponsored websites about the 

performances of public services. 

 

4Return to traditional values 'is best way 

to tackle litter' 

A revival of traditional 

Saturday morning 

community 'litter picks' and 

1950s-style penny-for-a-

bottle schemes is needed to 

help prevent Britain's 

countryside from an unprecedented rubbish epidemic, 

according to heritage campaigners. The call has been 

made as a report revealed that the amount of rubbish 

on the streets had grown by 500 per cent since the 

1960s and costs local taxpayers £500 million a year 

to tackle. 

4Litter fines fury 

More litter louts must be hit with £80 spot fines to 

help clean up our messy streets, the Campaign to 

Protect Rural England demanded. Most litter is 

dropped from cars and councils want more powers to 

catch offenders. 

4Cleaning up crime 

Binmen and ambulance drivers are 

being taught how to become crime 

fighters by police. They are learning 

typical traits of burglars, how to spot 

suspicious behaviour, and how to encourage residents 

to be alert and report offences. 

Council house rent rise curbed 

Councils will get £175 million from central 

Government to offset council house rent rises which 

are due to come into force next month. Financial 

Times 07/03/09 

4Less light might not mean more accidents 

A report from the Department for Transport 

is likely to dismiss the widely held belief that 

street lighting reduces accidents by 30% - to 

the delight of campaigners against light 

pollution. 

4Reform social work 

Michael Lavalette, a founder of the Social Work Action 

Network, calls for social workers to reclaim the 

beleaguered profession from the target culture. 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1159764/Only-38-faith-police--Jacqui-Smith-promising-scrap-targets.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1159764/Only-38-faith-police--Jacqui-Smith-promising-scrap-targets.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1159764/Only-38-faith-police--Jacqui-Smith-promising-scrap-targets.html
http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/article5854073.ece
http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/article5854073.ece
http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/article5854073.ece
http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/article5854073.ece
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/news/4958058/Lowering-of-speed-limits-could-be-policed-by-average-speed-cameras.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1160819/Town-hall-threat-seize-homes-Campaign-force-owners-sell-rent.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2009/mar/10/gps-public-services
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2009/mar/10/gps-public-services
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2009/mar/10/gps-public-services
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/4957531/Call-to-revive-Saturday-litter-pick-to-save-trashed-Britain.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/4957531/Call-to-revive-Saturday-litter-pick-to-save-trashed-Britain.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/4957531/Call-to-revive-Saturday-litter-pick-to-save-trashed-Britain.html
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2009/03/10/litter-fines-fury-115875-21186199/
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/article2305257.ece
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/mar/11/pollution-travel-and-transport
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2009/mar/11/social-work-action-network
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In the press (continued) 

4Crunch hits council housing 

Almost nine out of ten councils were experiencing 

or expecting a rise in demand for social housing 

because of the recession, according to a survey by 

the Local Governemnt Association (LGA). Councils 

should be able to borrow on the open market and 

keep all the rent from council housing to help 

increase the supply of homes, the association said. 

 

4352 playing fields sold 

Playing fields are still being 

sold off at a rate of almost 

one every day. Figures 

released by Sport England 

showed 331 sections of 

playing fields were given 

planning permissions for buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Production information 

The Democratic Services team produces this weekly information sheet every Friday for Members of East Devon 

District Council. Please contact Diana Vernon if you have any comments about the newsletter. If you wish to 

reproduce any of the images used in The Knowledge, please contact the editor who will seek permission 

from the contributor:  (01395) 517541 or Extension 2741. Email: dvernon@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Submissions: If you have items that you wish to be included in the next issue, contact Democratic Services: 

  (01395) 517542 or Extension 2742. Email: knowledge@eastdevon.gov.uk   

 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0092e204-0e93-11de-b099-0000779fd2ac,Authorised=false.html?_i_location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcms%2Fs%2F0%2F0092e204-0e93-11de-b099-0000779fd2ac.html&_i_referer=
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-531089/Children-losing-314-playing-fields-sold-off.html
mailto:dvernon@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:knowledge@eastdevon.gov.uk

