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Meetings  

Meeting   DSO  Date  Time  Location  

Licensing and Enforcement Sub 
Committee  

CL 
Monday  
9 February  

9.30am  CANCELLED 

Development Control 
Committee  

CH 
Tuesday  
10 February  

2.00pm  Council Chamber  

Recycling and Refuse 
Partnership Board  

RP 
Wednesday  
11 February  

2.00pm  
Postponed until  
17 February  

Scrutiny Committee  CL 
Wednesday  
11 February  

6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Local Development Framework 
Panel  

CH 
Thursday  
12 February  

10.00am  Room 1  

Licensing & Enforcement Sub  CL 
Monday  
16 February  

9.30am  CANCELLED 

Recycling and Refuse 
Partnership Board  

RP 
Tuesday  
17 February  

11.00am  Council Chamber  

Sustainable Construction Task 
and Finish Forum  

CL 
Tuesday  
17 February  

5.00pm  Room 1  

COUNCIL ï re Council Tax and 
agreeing budgets  

DV 
Wednesday  
18 February  

6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Planning Inspections Committee  CH 
Friday  

20 February  
TBA Council Chamber  

The Knowledge  

Denzil in the snow  ž  Photo supplied by  Hannah Jarvis  

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/
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Meetings  (continued)  

Democratic Services Officers:  

Diana Vernon  
01395 517541  

Christopher Holland  
01395 517543  

Chris Lane  
01395 517544  

Debbie Meakin  
01395 517540  

Rachel Perram  
01395 517542  

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services whenever they are unable to attend a 

meeting so that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please check your pigeon holes for any post 

whenever you visit the offices.  

If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the relevant 

Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).  

Click here  to view agendas and minutes on the Councilôs website. Click here to view planning applications  online. 

Click here  to view new applications received relating to the Licensing Act 2003.  

 

Executive Board: 4 February 2009 Members are notified of the following decisions  

 Item  Decision  

162  óChallenging the cutsô 

ï urgent item  

1.  that the report of the Devon and Torbay Post Office Task Force 

óChallenging the Cutsô be welcomed and endorsed, 

2.  that it be noted that a working group would be set up through the Task 

Force to take its recommendation  forward to safeguard the viability of 

the Post Office network within Devon,  

3.  that a letter be written to the Local Government Association (LGA) to ask 

them to lobby Government on behalf of all local councils to seek 

clarification from the Government on how  the Hooper Review proposals 

will affect the Post Office network, with the LGA stressing its opposition 

to any demerging of the Post Office from the mail system.  

163  Honiton, The Glen ï 

emergency work ï 

urgent item  

that the repair works to the collapsed section of a retaining wall in the Glen, 

Honiton, be progressed and funded from the General Reserve Fund.  

 

169  Minutes of the 

meeting of the 

Corporate Overview 

Committee , the 

Scrutiny Committee , 

the meeting of the 

Housing Review Board 

and the Joint meeting 

of the Scrutiny and 

Corpor ate Overview 

Committees  

 

1.  that the following decisions be noted:  

Corporate Overview Minute 33 , Scrutiny Committee Minute s 48 , 49, 

Housing Review Board Minutes 60, 63, 64 and 67  

2.  that the following recommendations be approved:  

Scrutiny Committee Minute 47 (subject to the support of the Strategic 

Management Team)  

3.  that the following be referred to Council for approval:  

Corporate Overview Committee Minute 32 (the plan to include specific 

reference to the benefits resulting from the Councilôs cultural assets) 

4.  the recommendations of the Housing Review Board and the Joint meeting 

of the Scrutiny and Corporate Overview Committees in respect of the 

Service Plans and revenue and capital estimates 2009/10 were taken into 

account by the Board later in the agenda  

Conti nued/...  

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/your_council/councillors_and_meetings/committee_minutes_and_agendas.htm
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/publicaccess/
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/applications_received
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/070109mins.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/070109mins.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/scrutiny_mins_210109.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/joint_scrutiny_coverview_mins_290109.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/joint_scrutiny_coverview_mins_290109.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/joint_scrutiny_coverview_mins_290109.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/joint_scrutiny_coverview_mins_290109.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/joint_scrutiny_coverview_mins_290109.pdf
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Executive Board: 4 February 2009   (continued)  

 Item  Decision  

  5.  that a Working Group be set up (comprising 8 Conservative Members and 

one representative from each of the opposition groups) to recommend a 

suitable delegation scheme for planning applications and related issues, 

with any resultant proposed changes to the Constitution being considered 

by the Council at its annual meeting on 20 May 2009. (The Working Group 

to also consider the recommendations of the Scrutiny Committee (Minute 

44 of 2 1.01.09 refers) and whether Ward Members not on the 

Development Control Committee should be able to vote on an application 

within their own Ward).  

172  Financial Monitoring 

report 2008/09 ï 

month 9  

 

1.  that the variances identified as part of the Revenue and Capital Monitoring 

process up to month nine and the new financial performance indicators for 

2008/09 be noted, including the effect on the Councilôs Reserves and 

Balances,  

2.  that a detailed report on Reserves and the General Fund balance at Year 

End be refer red to the appropriate meeting of the Board for consideration.  

173  East Devon AONB ï 

INTERREG funding 

application  

that agreement for East Devon AONB Partnership to apply for INTERREG  

funding for a óCommunity Landscape Projectô be approved in principle, with 

permission for  final approval being delegated to the Chief Executive.  

174  Shore Line 

Management Plan 

and the Exe Estuary 

Coastal Management 

Study  

1.  that the recommendations within the Plan for the Maer Management Unit 

be supported but, for the avoidance of doubt, include a clarifying 

statement that there is no presumption in favour of a managed 

realignment,  

2.  that the comments set out in Section 5 of the report on the Shore Line 

Management Plan be endorsed as this Councilôs formal response to the 

consultation exercise.  

176  Update on the 

implementation of 

the Freedom of 

Information Act  

that the number and types of requests made under the Freedom of 

Inf ormation Act during 2008 be noted.  

178  Dunkeswell Kart 

Circuit ï Appeal to 

Crown Court against 

the decision of the 

District Judge  

that the Head of Legal, Licensing and Democratic Services be authorised to 

serve notice of appeal in the Crown Court against the decision of District Judge 

Farmer dated 23 January 2009.  

 

180  Enforcement Action 

ï Hatway Hill, 

Sidbury  

 

that that Head of Legal, Licensing and Democratic Services be authorised to 

commence proceedings for an injunction under s187B of the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990 on the grounds that it is necessary to remedy the 

occupantôs actual breach of planning control. 

The above decisions will become effective on 12 February 2009  at 9.00am unless ñcalled inò. The 

published procedure for a ñcall inò is on pages 133- 135 of the Counci l Constitution , or contact 

Democratic Services for assistance or explanation. Recommendati ons by the Executive Board to 

Council are not included above, as they are not subject to ñcall inò. 
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Physical activity and young people  

Two national reports have arrived at  the Council this week on physical 

activity and young people.   

The first is the NHS óNational Institute for Health and Clinical Excellenceô 

(NICE) document on óPromoting physical activity for children and young 

people ô.  Perhaps better known for the ir reports on drug prescribing NICE  

have made a series of recommendations as well as li sting who should do 

them. S ee www.nice.org.uk/PH17 . 

The second report is from the Audit commission and is called óTired of 

hanging around  -  using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti -social 

behaviour by yo ung peopleô. (Referred to in last weekôs issue of The Knowledge - a copy is available in the 

Membersô Area.) This points out that 80% of young people have said that they hang around to socialise 

cheaply and to ke ep safe.  Only 2% t hink its actually anti -social.  They say that Councils need to challenge 

community views about anti -socia l behaviour and its solutions.  Whilst they recognise that sport and leisure 

can prevent anti -social behaviour they say that projects must be accessible, reliable and relevant, an d 

reflect the dive rsity of young peopleôs needs. See www.audit -commission.gov.uk . 

Both of these document s are being discussed by óActive East Devonô, the 

multi -agency group who are seeking to promote effecti ve use of ph ysical 

activity in East Devon.  Active East Devon is a óCommunity Sports Networkô for 

this area.  

Peter Jeffs (Corporate Director)  

(  01395 517452 (or Ext 2652)  Email: pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk  

 

News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)  

4Digital divide haunts countryside 

again  

Rural residents face being left behind by 

superfast broadband connections. The 

Government wants everyone to have access to 

broadband and faster download speeds by 2012. 

But the Commission for Rural Communities 

believes rural areas risk being on the wrong side 

of the digital divide as plans take shape.  

4Six pointplan aims to save rural pubs  

The G overnment is under 

pressure to help stem the tide 

of pub closures by freezing or 

reducing beer duty until the 

reces sion is over. Rural 

councillors have submitted a 

six point plan to save rural 

pubs to the All -Party 

Parliamentary Beer Group of MPs.  The move 

follows a series of crisis meetings with local 

publicans to stop the catastrophic run of pub 

closures hurting rura l communities.  

4MP speaks out over rural fuel poverty  

A rural MP has voiced concern at 

the rising cost of heating homes 

in the countryside.  Norman 

Lamb, Lib Dem MP for North 

Norfolk, said he was concerned 

at the rising cost of heating for 

people without a gas supply.  

Rising numbers of households 

are in fuel poverty -  defined as 

those that spend more than 10% of their income on 

keeping warm.  

4Community bank plan for Post Offices  

Ministers are examining ways of widening the banking 

services offered by the Post Office.  Plans being 

considered could pro ve to be a lifeline for some rural 

post office branches threatened with closure.  They 

could also help increase lending at a time when 

commercial banks are under fire for not lending more.  

 

Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and Council 

staff)  can gain free and full access to RSN Online by registering . 

http://www.nice.org.uk/PH17
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
mailto:pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=705&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=705&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=705&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=706&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=708&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=710&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_chronocontact&chronoformname=register&Itemid=135
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News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency)  

4Sustainable Energy Benchmark and Toolkit  

The IDeAôs new Sustainable Energy Benchmark will help 

you score your councilôs progress on energy efficiency 

and carbon reduction. It links to a toolkit, which is 

packed with guidance, case studies and useful links to 

sources of support and funding.  

4Feeling good about where we live ï a 

council's contribution  

Evidence is mounting that the 

quality of the environment in 

which we live influences our 

mental health. A local council in 

south east London is discovering 

what interventions can make a difference.  

4Local government analysis and research ï 

the latest  

The January edition of the Local Government 

Associat ionôs bulletin includes links to research into the 

impact of the economic slowdown, councillor diversity, 

council engagement with faith groups, and young adult 

carers in the UK.  

4Local government climate change 

online conference  

The IDeA and Nottingham 

Declaration Partners are hosting 

a five day online conference that 

will provide practical advice for 

those in and around local 

government. Hear from and 

interact with leading ex perts and 

find out about best and next 

practice from the UK and overseas.  

4Fast forward to a carbon -neutral 

future  

Eastleigh  Borough Council is 

set to become carbon -

neutral for its key business 

activities by the 2012 

Olympics. Discover how 

CarbonFREE ï a compensation and offsetting 

fund ï will help the council meet the costs of 

its sustainable energy projects.  

 

A weekend of theatre, music and poetry  

The Farringdon Society of Arts  is holding a weekend of artistic events at 

Bickleigh Castle from Friday 26 February  to Sunday 1  March .   

This is a full residential weekend of events, fine food and more, starting with a 

cream tea o n the Friday afternoon, running through to breakfast on the Sunday 

morning. The cost for the weekend is £175 per person. Full details can be found 

on the website .  

There are  also a limited nu mber  of tickets for some of the events, as follows:  

Friday -  Poetry evening  at 8:30pm, £10 per ticket  

Saturday afternoon -  Harp recital   with Elizabeth Jane Baldry at 3:00pm, £8 per ticket   

Saturday evening -  performance of the play "Coole  Lady" at  6:15pm, £12 per ticket  

For more information and booking, contact Janet Sawyer on 01395 239181 or email : 

fsadevon@hotmail.co.uk   

 

Mayorôs Annual Charity Ball, Exmouth 

The Mayorôs Annual Charity Ball will be held at Exmouth 

Pavilion on Saturday 18 April , 7pm for 7.30pm.  There will 

be a full evening of entertainment and a three course meal. 

You can purchase tickets for £30 per person at the Pavilion box office (01395 

2224 77) or via the website . All profits will be donated to the Mayorôs chosen charity, 

which this year is St John Ambulance.   

http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4435/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4437/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4437/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4220/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4220/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4438/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4438/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4438/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4447/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27985/86948/4447/0/
http://www.fsadevon.ik.com/calendar/4424244496.ikml
mailto:fsadevon@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.ledleisure.co.uk/index/Exmouth_Pavilion/index.asp
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Fresh hope for Rolle College site  

Plymouth University has  signalled its intent to resume discussions 

about the sale of the Rolle College site in Exmouth.  Representatives 

from Devon County Council, East Devon District Council, the 

Learning and Skills Council, Exmouth Community College and Exeter 

College met with East Devon MP Hugo Swire to discuss the latest 

developments.  

Councillor Miss Sara Randall Johnson said she was delighted to have 

been part of the round - table talks that had agreed how to take 

forward the continuing negotiations with the current owners of the site, with a view to the campus being 

purchased by Devon County Council.  She added: ñHere at EDDC we are totally committed to Exmouth and 

it is pleasing that there now seems to be renewed hope that the Rolle College site can be sold to Devon 

County Cou ncil. We are convinced of the need for additional education provision and in particular facilities 

to help upskill 14 to 19 -year -olds. This vocational training facility will play a vital part in securing the future 

employment prospects of young people, not  just in Exmouth but across East Devon.  

ñWe will do everything we can as the planning authority to support the idea of the campus continuing to 

fulfil this crucial educational role. We know we can make a significant contribution to the success of this 

project and we are determined to see it through to a successful conclusionò. 

East Devonôs MP, Hugo Swire, said of the development: ñThis is the news I have been pressing for. We 

have to ensure that this iconic site is not lost to education and that it cont inues to play the essential role in 

Exmouthôs economy and future employment prospects that it has performed for so many years past. 

Vocational training is even more important than ever during the current economic crisis.  I congratulate the 

various parties on sticking to the task and I now hope we can maintain this new - found momentum so that 

a deal can be struck and sealed in the not too distant futureò. 

 

Celebrating International Womenôs Day 

Monday 9 March 2009 -  The Taunton Conference Centre, SCAT, Wellington Road, Taunton  

Demographic changes in the region mean that women play an increasingly 

important role in maintaining the economic and social well -being of the South 

West. Fair Play South West (FPSW), the executive Board for the Equality South 

West ôs Gender Equality Network, invites you to celebrate International Womenôs 

Day 2009 with a look at what women bring to society and what they should be 

able to expect in return as they move towards óolderô age.   

The event will explore the social and econom ic contribution made by women who 

are no longer perceived as young. It will celebrate their achievements, recognise 

their strengths, and promote greater recognition of the diversity of womenôs contribution to life in the 

South West.  It will also encourage  women to get involved in shaping policy decisions, and their own local 

environment.  

The event is aimed at, and attendance is free for  employed and non -employed women in the South West 

who see discrimination connected to gender and age as a live issue, a nd who are not content to be ówritten 

offô.  Also welcome are representatives of public and third sector agencies with an interest in promoting 

age and gender equality, and who want to encourage womenôs social and economic engagement in South 

West communit ies.  Attendance fees are: £80 for private companies; £60 to public authorities and £15 to 

voluntary and community representatives (bursaries may be available to assist VCS delegates) . The closing 

date for registering is Friday 27  February .  

Contact Samant ha Partridge for a booking form: 

Samantha.Partridge@equalitysouthwest.org.uk  or  

(  01823 250 811    

mailto:Samantha.Partridge@equalitysouthwest.org.uk
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Black Hole Marsh comes on stream  

The next step in the creation of a 200 -acre 

nature reserve on the Axe Estuary has been 

taken thanks to funding from Natural England 

and the Environment Agency.  EDDC, working 

in partnership with the Environment Agency 

and Natural England, has created a new 

wetland for the reserve.  And, appropriately, 

the an nouncement of this new intertidal 

habitat was made at an event hosted by the 

Councilôs Countryside Service on Monday 2 

February, which was World Wetlands Day.  

Black Hole Marsh, the original name given to 

this part of the estuary, is now a large 

saltwater lagoon having been a freshwater 

marsh for the past 150 years.  It features 

islands for wading birds to roost on and a new freshwater reed -bed for priority species such as Reed 

Bunting and Reed Warbler. It lies close to Colyford Common and Seaton Marshes Loc al Nature Reserves, 

EDDCôs existing reserves on the Axe Estuary. 

The lagoon is being filled using cutting edge technology developed by the Environment Agency. A self -

regulating tide gate will allow salty water to enter the site, whilst still preventing flo oding of the adjacent 

land. This stable, shallow, saline lagoon is perfect for encouraging very high levels of invertebrates, 

providing plenty of food to sustain birds during their amazing annual migrations.  

The Environment Agencyôs Mike Williams explains: ñSalty or brackish features such as we have created 

here are fast being lost by the processes of coastal squeeze. That is why the Environment Agency has been 

keen to work with East Devon District Council to develop this system so that similar projects ca n be 

introduced on estuaries throughout England. Itôs a technology that has never been developed exactly like 

this before, so  weôve all had a lot to learn! The tidal exchange gate is controlled by the action of the tides 

and can be set to let a very specif ic salinity of water flood into the lagoon. Being able to control this water 

so finely means that the habitat can be managed to promote rare salt -marsh communities to thriveò. 

The best views of Black Hole Marsh are currently to be had from the top of one o f Seatonôs trams - the site 

is set to become a firm favourite with the winter bird -watching trams organised by the Seaton Tramway.  

When the public access element of the Axe Estuary Wetland Project is completed, people will be free to 

explore the site along  a network of screened paths, suitable for wheelchair and pushchair use, leading to a 

number of hides with views across the marshes. James Diamond, Natural Englandôs Mid and East Devon 

Team Leader, said: ñThe Higher Level Stewardship Scheme will allow us to provide even better wildlife 

habitats and access for all on the Estuaryò.  

 

In focus binocular and telescope event at Seaton Marshes  

10 February 10am -  4pm  

Try out binoculars and telescopes at the Seaton Marshes bird hide. Try and buy or 

simply try. More information from James Chubb (Countryside Services) on 01395 

517557 . 

SY248908  

 
 

http://uk.multimap.com/p/browse.cgi?grid=SY248908&scale=25000
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New documents in the Membersô Area  

Ç The Exe Estuary: the facts  ï This booklet is produced by Exmouth Citizensô Forum. It examines the 

international importance of the Exe Estuary and discusses the proposal to build a superstore 

development on the site.  

Ç Appointments Commission ï An advertisement for the post of Chair of the Devon Partnership 

NHS Trust is available in the Membersô Area. This appeared in the press on 9 January. You can also 

see further details at: http://www.appointments.org.uk/view_vac.asp?ID=2435 . 

Feedback from outside b odies  

Ç The East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership  ï Minutes of the meeting held on  

14 January.  

The above document  is in the óFeedback from Outside Bodiesô file on the bookcase in the Membersô Area. 

 

Find out more about funding  

 4Building better futures  

The Nationwide Foundation has grants of up to 

£5,000 available to registered charities with a yearly 

income of less than £500,000. This funding is to 

help support famili es and build better futures in 

communities and will fund a wide variety of projects.  

4Student support  

The Education Grants 

Advisory Service offers 

students, especially those 

that are disadvantaged, 

expert advice and 

guidance to enable them 

to secure funding for 

education and training. Click  for more information or  

( 0207 2546251  

4 Women in need  

The Society for the Assistance of Ladies in Reduced 

Circumstances has grants available to individual 

women who are living alone in their own home 

(either owned or r ented) in genuine need, 

irrespective of age or social status, or to 

organisations working with such women.  

4Issues important to young people  

 óHere to Helpô offers funding to help young 

people in Britain develop projects and speak out 

on issues that matter to them. The scheme is run 

by British Gas and Save the Children and helps 

projects that are primarily young person led and 

that improve the l ife chances of children and 

young people in vulnerable and disadvantaged 

groups.  

4Reducing food waste  

WRAP has £16million 

available in funding as part of 

their Organics Capit al Grant 

programme. This will offer 

funding towards the 

development of food waste 

recycling infrastructure such 

as composting, anaerobic digestion or other 

proven technologies.  

 

Jamie Buckley (Engagement and Funding Officer)  
(  01395 517569 (or Ext 2769)  
jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk  

 

 

 

 

http://www.exmouthcitizensforum.com/
http://www.appointments.org.uk/view_vac.asp?ID=2435
http://www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk/default.asp
http://www.family-action.org.uk/section.aspx?id=1037
http://www.family-action.org.uk/section.aspx?id=1037
http://www.salrc.org/
http://www.helpyourselves.org.uk/helpyourselves/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/wrap_corporate/news/wrap_launches_two.html
mailto:jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
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Online financial advice, ideas and support  

Financially this is a tough time for many, however advice and support is 

available online, as well as ideas on how to save money and find the best 

discounts and bargains. Below are a few websites that we have come across 

which we hope you will find useful. Please let us know if you have found any 

similar sites that you have found helpful, which we can pass on to other 

readers.   

www.direct.gov.uk/en/campaigns/RealHelpNow  -  find information on budgeting and finance, dealing with 

redundancy, debt and borrowing money and keeping your home.  

www.survivingthecreditcrunch.org.uk  ï this site gives free advice, with money saving tips and a self 

regulated debt management plan.  

www.thisismoney.co.uk/money -savers  -  find the latest deals for restaurants in your area, how to save cash 

as a parent. This site also tells you where all the discounts and bargains can be found as well as a whole 

lot more.  

www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping  -  packed full with free advice on money saving tips.  

Eat well, waste less ï an A -Z guide to using leftovers, with over 150 recipes ï go to 

www.recycledevon.org/lovefood  to receive your free copy.  

www.moneysupermarket.com  ï Compare prices on shopping, utilities and much more to ensure youôre 

getting the best deal.  

www.envirofone.com  ï recycle your old mobile for cash.  

 

In the press  

4Brown orders thousands of new council 

houses   

The biggest council house building 

programme for decades was ordered 

by Gordon Brown as he urged town 

halls to rescue the construction 

industry and help to kick - start the 

economy. The Local Government Association (LGA) 

said that the propose d changes would give real 

incentives for councils to build more housing for some 

of societyôs most vulnerable people and for the 

thousands of people who are being repossessed.  

4Councils ófailing to help womenô 

The LGA has condemned as óirresponsible and 

alarmistô a report from the Equality 

and Human Rights Commission 

which accuses more than 100 

councils of failing to provide 

services for victims of rape, 

domestic violence and trafficking.  

 

4Government to nationalise failing 

private schools  

The G overnment will nationalise recession -hit 

private schools by turning the m into state -

funded academies, ministers have confirmed. 

Local authorities are already warning of an 

influx of pupils who would normally have gone 

to private schools.  

4Schools asked to teach parenting 

skills  

All children should be 

taught parenting skills in 

school accor ding to a report 

published  by the Church of 

Englandôs Childrenôs 

Society. The report, the 

most far - reaching in quiry 

into childhood in the UK, also suggests that 

parents should be able to take up to three years 

off work after their children are born.  
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