
 
8 January 2010  ž Issue 32 2 00 9/20 10  ž Produced by Democratic Services     

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 January 2010  

This week in  

The Knowledge  

Ç Ward Member 

involvement  

Ç Executive Board 

decisions  

Ç Proposed 

creation 

agreement  

Ç Gambling Act 

2005  

Ç Portfolio Holdersô 

decisions  

Ç Chairmanôs 

enga gements  

Ç New documents  

Ç RSN news  

Ç IDeA news  

Ç Find out more 

about funding  

Ç New Chief 

Executive at LED  

Ç Domestic 

violence report  

Ç In the press  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ç  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Council Offices  
Knowle  

Sidmouth  

EX10 9BL  
 

 www.eastdevon.gov.uk  

Meeting  DSO  Date  Time  Location  

Licensing & Enforcement 

Sub Committee  
CL Tuesday 12 January  9.30am  CANCELLED 

Development 

Management Committee  
CEH Tuesday 12 January  2.00pm  Council Chamber  

Overview / Scrutiny ï 

Service Delivery / 
Performance Committee  

CEH Wednesday 13 January  6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Housing Review Board  CL Thursday 14  January  6.00pm  Council Chamber  

Service Planning & 

Budget  Task and Finish 

Forum  

DM Monday 18 January  
9.00am  

ï all day  

Council Chamber  

(lunch provided)  

Licensing & Enforcement 

Sub Committee  
CL Tuesday 19 January  9.30am  Council Chamber  

Overview / Scrutiny ï 

Communities Committee  
RP Wednesday 20 January  6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Local Development 

Framework Panel  
HJ Thursday 21 January  10.00am  Committee Room  

Audit and Governance 
Committee  

CEH Thursday 21 January  2.30pm  Committee Room  

Overview / Scrutiny ï 
Economy Committee  

CL Thursday 21 January  6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Planning Inspections 

Committee  
CEH Friday 22 January  TBA Council Chamber  

The Knowledge  

Robin on frosty 

hedge  

Photo by Peter 

Vernon  

Donôt forget to 

feed the birds  -  

especially at this 

time of year . 

They also need  

fresh (unfrozen) 

water. Peanuts  

can be put 

through a food 

processor to 

produce a  
variation in size -  

an excellent food 

for most birds 

together with 

some apples cut 

in half for the 

blackbirds  and  
thrushes.  

 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/
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Democratic Services Officers:  

 Diana Vernon 
 01395 517541 

Christopher Holland 
01395 517543 

Hannah Jarvis 
01395 517542 

Chris Lane 
01395 517544 

Debbie Meakin 
01395 517540 

Rachel Perram 
 01395 517542 

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services if they are unable to attend a meeting so 

that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please donôt forget to check your pigeon holes whenever you are 

visiting Knowle. If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the 

relevant Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are  at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).   

Click here  to view agendas and minutes on the Councilôs website. Click here  to view planning applications online.  

 

Ward Member involvement and communication  

At t he next meeting of the Service Delivery and Performance Overview and Scrutiny Committee  

(13 January )  Members  will consider the important issues of the practice and convention surroundi ng Ward 

Member involvement and c ommunication with Ward Members in general. Any Member of the Council is 

invited and indeed encouraged to attend this meeting. If Members have any examples of good or bad 

practice in this area could they please email Christopher Holland ( cholland@eastdevon.gov.uk ) in advance 

of the meeting with a brief description of the issue. The discussion aims to  recommend an agreed p rotocol 

for timely Ward Member i nvol vement and appropriate c ommunication channels. A copy of the agenda will 

be available online and also at the meeting.  

For more information contact Christopher Holland , Democratic Services  ( 01395 517543  (or Ext  2743 )  

 

Executive Board: 6 January 2010   Members are notified of the following decisions  

 Item  Decision  

130  Minutes of the meetings of 

the Overview and Scrutiny 

Committees  

The Board noted the minutes of the meeting of the Housing Review 

Board held on  26 November 2009 . 

1.  that the following decisions be noted:  

Minutes 36, 37, 38, 39, 40  

2.  that the following recommendations be approved:  

Minute 35  

132  Draft Revenue and Capital 

Estimates 2010/11 ï Key 

Decision  

that the draft revenue and capital estimates be adopted and 

forwarded to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee s for 

consideration.  

133  Council Tax Base 

2010/2011  

that the tax base for 2010/2011 at 56,869 Band D equivalent 

properties be agreed.  

134  Financial Monitoring 

report 2009/10 ï Month 8  

1.  that the variances identified as part of the Revenue and Capital 

Monitoring process up to Month 8 be noted,  

2.  that the low level of Housing and  Planning Delivery Grant would 

be reported to a future meeting of the Executive Board.  

135  CAA Organisational 

Assessment  

that the Councilôs Organisational Assessment for 2008/09 be noted. 

136  Local Government Review 

ï Boundary Committee 

Advice  

1.  that receipt of the Boundary Comm itteeôs advice to the Secretary 

of State on unitary local government in Devon be noted,  

2.  that delegated powers be given to the Chief Executive in 

consultation with the Leader to send the Councilôs formal 

response to the Secretary  of State by 19 January 2010.  

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/your_council/councillors_and_meetings/committee_minutes_and_agendas.htm
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/publicaccess/
mailto:cholland@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:cholland@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/hrb_mins_261109.pdf
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Executive Board: 6 January 2010   (continued)  

 Item  Decision  

138  River Otter Cycle Path 

and Footbridge Scheme  

that a capital bid be made for a further amount, as set out in the 

report, as EDDCôs share of the additional scheme costs; tenders shall 

not be sought until the planning permission for the Town Mill site has 

been clarified.  

139  Request to approve the 

terms of sale of land 

identified at Stowford 

Rise, Sidmouth for the 

provision of affordable 

and open market 

properties.  

1.  that the terms of sale for the land at Stowford Rise, Sidmouth, be 

agreed as set out in Option D of the report, under Section 25 of the 

Local Government Act 1 988, being a disposal at less than best 

consideration to promote the statutory objectives of improving the 

economic, social and environmental well -being of East Devon 

residents in need of Affordable Housing,  

2.  that the valuation advice detailed in the report  be noted.  

The above decisions will become effective on 14 January 2010  at 9.00am unless ñcalled inò. The 

published procedure for a ñcall inò is on pages 133- 135 of the Council Constitution, or contact 

Democratic Services for assistance or explanation. Re commendations by the Executive Board to 

Council are not included above, as they are not subject to ñcall inò. 

 

 

Proposed creation agreement : Public Bridleway No 77, Sidmouth  

The Public Rights  of Way Warden has written to inform 

EDDC that Devon  County Council intends to enter into a 

creation agreement with MJ & HR Hallett & Son of Lower 

Sweetcombe Farm, Sidbury, under s25 of the Highways 

Act (1980), to establish an additional width of 2.5 

metres on the western side of the above existing public 

bridleway  (map reference SY1692 ).  

Area East Highway Management:  

email: eastareahm@devon.gov.uk  (  01392 385080  

 

 

 

Gambling Act 2005  

The new Gambling Act 2005 Policy for 2010 ï 2013 is on the following web - link:  

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/gambling_policy -2010 -2013.pdf  

  

http://getamap.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/getamap/frames.htm?mapAction=gaz&gazName=g&gazString=SY1692
mailto:eastareahm@devon.gov.uk
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/gambling_policy-2010-2013.pdf
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Portfo lio Holder sô decisions  

Decision s put to Portfolio Holder s   Decisions  will be published in a future edition of The Knowledge  

Communities  

Jill Elson  

Request for a ñVariation to Restrictive covenantò to allow the owner of the former 

Council House at 1 Joslin Road, Honiton, to construct one additional three 

bedroom semi detached house attached to 1 Joslin Road, Honiton  

That in accordance with past practice, the request be agreed on terms and conditions to be 

negotiated with the Property Services Manager,  for a deed of variation, to allow the 

construction of one additional end terrace dwelling attached to the former Council house at 

1 Joslin Road, Honiton.  

Further details : Chris Brookbank, Programmed Works Officer, Ext 2408.  

Communities  

Jill Elson  

Request  to extend the lease on the Millwey Rise Football Club, Axminster by a 

minimum of 20 years  

That the request by Millwey Rise Football Club to extend  their  lease for a minimum of 20 

years to allow them to develop the provision of youth football and better club facilities in 

the future be granted. The Asset Management Forum considered the request at their 

meeting on 14 December 2009 and recommended that the lease be extended.  

Further details : John Golding, Head of Housing & Social Inclusion Ext 2652.  

Environment  

Graham Brown  

Price increases for Beach Huts and Beach Hut Sites 2010/11  

That the increases to beach hut and beach hut sites be implemented as below:  

Proposed price increases for 2009/10  

Location  Hut/Site  
Number of 

Huts/Sites  

Season 

Cost 

2009/1 0 

Ex Vat  

% 

Inc  

Season  

Cost  

2010/11  

Ex Vat  

 

Potential 

Maximum  

Turnover  

Beer  Site E & W  44  £126.70  25%  £158.40   £6,969.60  

Site ES  12  £211.25  25%  £264.05   £3,168.60  

Budleigh  Timber Hut  49  £392.70  2%  £400.50   £19,624.50  

Site  94  £175.00  25%  £218.75   £20,562.50  

Concession 

TIC 

(Seasonal)  

6 Large  £530.00  2%  £540.60  

Max  

15% 

com  

£3,243.60  

Concession  

TIC  

(Seasonal)  

6 Small  £512.00  2%  £522.25  

Max  

15% 

com  

£3,133.50  

Exmouth 

Chalets  
 20  £899.00  2%  £917.00   £18,340.00  

Exmouth  Timber Hut 

inc winter 

period  

93  £525.00  Nil  £525.00   £48,825.00  

Concession 

TIC 

(Seasonal)  

12  £513.00  Nil  £513.00  

Max  

15% 

com  

£6,156.00  

Seaton E  Site  42  £175.00  25%  £218.75   £9,187.50  

Seaton W  Site  45  £175.00  25%  £218.75   £9,843.75  

Huts  31  £434.50  2%  £443.20   £13,739.20  

Concession  

TIC  

(Seasonal)  

4 £530.00  2%  £540.60  

Max  

15% 

com  

£2,162.40  

Sidmouth  Timber Hut  14  £476.70  2%  £486.25   £6,807.50  

Further details: Mark Reilly, Head of StreetScene, Ext 2465   
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Portfo lio Holder sô decisions  (continued)  

Decision s put to Portfolio Holder s   Decisions will be published in a future edition of The Knowledge  

StreetScene  

David Cox  

Price increases for Schedule 2 Waste  

Prices for bin/b ox replacements  

Recommendation s 

1.  In 2009/2010 the charge for the collection of Schedule 2  Waste was set by the Recycling 

and Refuse Board and endorsed by Executive Board a nd the charges were as follows:  

Bin charges per annum  Cost  

180 litres  £100.00  

240 litres  £150.00  

660 litres  £300.00  

1100 litres  £450.00  

It is recommended that the price for 2010/11  be increased to:  

Bin charges per annum  Cost  

180 litres  £110.00  

240 litres  £160.00  

660 litres  £320.00  

1100 litres  £480.00  

(Inc 17.5% VAT) to cover any increase in the Contractorôs charges. 

2.  In 2009/2010 the charge for the replacement bins/boxes was set by the Recycling and 

Refuse Board and endorsed by  Executive Board. It is recommended that the price for 

2010/11 remains as 2009/10 replacement bins/boxes .  It is recommended the charges 

remain the same.  

Replacement wheeled bi n           £25.00  

Replacement kerbside boxes      £5.00  

Replacement food kerbside bin   £5.00  

(Inc 17.5% VAT)  

Further details : Mark Reilly, Head of StreetScene, Ext 2465  

StreetScene  

David Cox  

Price increases for bulky household waste 2010 - 2011  

In 2009/2010 the charge for the collection of bulky household items was linked to the 

Refuse Contract Price by full Council. It is recommended that for 2010/11 a proposed 

charge of £30 (i nc 17.5% VAT) for up to 5 items be introduced with  the e xisting charge 

being increased to  £55 (inc 17.5% VAT) for 6 ï 10 items to cover increased costs in the 

Contractorôs charges. 

Further details : Mark Reilly, Head of StreetScene, Ext 2465  

Decisions by Portfolio Holder    Members are notified of the following decisions  

Environment  

Graham Brown  

Price increases for allotment and events 2010 ï 2011  

1.  That the proposed increase of 2% in the pricing of allotments and events be approved;  

2.  That the proposed amendments to the terms and conditions relating to Funfairs be 

approved;  

3.  The cessation of the use of Elizabeth Gardens for funfairs;  

4.  A booking fee to be charge d for all events.  
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Portfo lio Holder sô decisions  (continued)  

Decisions by Portfolio Holder    Members are notified of the following decisions  

Environment  

Graham Brown  

Price increases  for sports pitches 2010/2011  

Agreed to the proposed increases in pricing :  

Per Season  
Charges 09/10  

01/04/09 ï 31/03/10  

Proposed 10/11  

01/04/10 ï 31/03/11  

EDDC -  Football    

Per match weekend   £51.45  £52.50  

Per match weekday  £63.00  £64.25  

Full Season (36 max)  £700.00  £714.00  

½ season (18 max)  £422.50  £431.00  

Changing Rooms    

Cricket    

Per match  £42.30  £43.15  

Changing Rooms  £28.60  £29.15  

   

Environment  

Graham Brown  

Boat and winch licences on beaches  

Agreed t hat for 2010/11 annual boat licences be increased from £63 to £65. Annual winch 

licences should b e increased from £73.50 to £75.  

The above decisions will become effective on 14 January 2010 at 9.00am unless ñcalled inò. The 

published procedure for a ñcall-inò is on pages 135 - 137 of the Council Constitution, or contact 

Democratic Services for assistance or explanation.  

 

Chairmanôs engagements 

Wednesday 6 January  

Chairman and Mrs Liverton attended  ñA Eucharist of thanksgiving, celebration and prayer for the future of 

the newly refurbished Sidmouth Parish Churchò. 

 

New documents in the Membersô Area  

 

Feedback from outside bodies  

Ç East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership ï Minutes of the Steering Group Meeting held 

on Wednesday 9 December 2009.  

Ç Norman Lockyer Observatory Management Committee ï Agenda for the meeting to be held on 

Tuesday 2 March 2010 and minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 1 December 2009.  

Ç Council for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) Devon ï Agendas and associated papers for 

the meetings of the Advisory and Executive Committees held on Monday 16 November 2009.  

The above document s are  in the óFeedback from Outside Bodiesô file on the bookcase in the Membersô 

Area.  
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News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)  

4 A new agenda for rural Britain  

The Rural Services Network has launched a comprehensive call to action for politicians 

prior to the 2010 general election.  A range of recommendations are included within the 

network's manifesto, published on Monday 4 January .  

The document was unveiled follo wing a consultation involving more than 250 public and 

private sector service providers.  

4 BBC soap helps save village shops  

More village shops are expected 

to be saved after the BBC 

highlighted the plight faced by 

local communities.  At least 40 

community -owned shops are 

expected to open in 2010 -  

twice the number that opened 

just two years  ago.  Interest in 

similar social enterprise 

initiatives has soared after The 

Archers featured attempts by 

rural residents to save their local shop.  

4 'Raw deal' for rural schools  

Rural  schools receive much less cash than 

their urban counterparts -  even though poorer 

rural teenagers often perform worse.  Statistics 

released following a parliamentary question 

prompted claims that countryside schools are 

getting a "raw deal".  Schools with 650 children 

receive an average of almost £400,000 less to 

spend on  books, teachers and equipment, it 

was disclosed.  

Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and 

Council staff) can gain free and full access to RSN Online 

by  registering . 

 

News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency)  

4 Green deal to tackle recession  

How can we address the serious and 

immediate problems of recession ï 

unemployment and low pay ï and cut carbon 

emissions at the same time? Counci llor Maya 

de Souza believes a local green 'new deal' is 

the answer. Add your thoughts in the 

comment box at the end  

of the article.  

4 Future of housing: HCA chiefôs 

views  

As the health of the 

housing market remains 

fragile, what will be the 

core challenges for the 

housing sector in 2010 and 

beyond? Find out as IDeA  

review the discussion notes from the meeting 

between Sir Bob Kerslake, Chief Executive of 

the Homes and Commun ities Agency (HCA), 

and councillors at the LGA Environment Board 

in November 2009.  

 

4 Business case for health improvement  

Thereôs a forceful moral case for 

councils and the ir partners to work 

to improve the health of their 

communities and reduce health 

inequalities. Yet investing in 

preventative public health also 

makes sound business sense. Read 

a review from the IDeAôs Healthy Communities team 

that summarises the available  evidence on the financial 

and non - financial impact of health improvement 

projects.  

4 Equality era opens for fire and rescue 

service  

Discover how a fire and rescue authority aims to 

ensure its services are accessible to all. Kent and 

Medway Fire and Rescue Authority has reinvigorated its 

approach to promoting equalities and called it 

óOperational Diversityô. Find out how this strategy has 

helped to impress the importance of the equality 

agenda upon staff and  assisted in engaging the wider 

community.  

 

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/politics/a-new-agenda-for-rural-britain.html
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102917063866&s=1270&e=001G4H3C_mMIXHOfnquMHTNaL0RvLqzF5uNnCbmoWyJvJo5WF7S9lheHf2aMP516E3tjRFtPZdK_RH-CbQxS3Ma-viKVttrWzvKrPumYUtMGWNs4IO31O_XdF7IIdlMZlSSoGpm_whQuptZfl58PqZ--aoYcMm26G1InfMzQscahz8UPBJ1as3iBA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102917063866&s=1270&e=001G4H3C_mMIXHvczM_MKYMyGEhfx_1jWeHGduDlb1rzmiu7hAPLVUxpIouukwpJ32JdWNzJKjIOEKJOm93dwyHgfwXN0gVGp2mfg-kz16whAXtUQxS95vTrAItmzIOkpMSTDhXNWfXyYC0ktF3h2F-nrffg0b_foP6CR1evWYvnWav9QCxq_QLXA==
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_chronocontact&chronoformname=register&Itemid=135
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7550/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7552/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7552/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7552/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7551/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7553/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7553/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7553/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/46299/86948/7553/0/
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Find out more about funding  

4 Arts funding  

The Colwinstin Charitable 

Trust has grants of between 

£5,000 and £25,000 to 

registered charities working 

in the areas of opera, 

classical music and the 

visual arts. The funding is to 

achieve higher quality performances and attract a 

wider audience. The nex t deadline for applications is 

28 February 2010.  

4 Sporting funding  

The Peter Harrison Foundation has grants available to 

registered charities. The charities must wish to 

support sporting activities or projects which provide 

opportunities for people who are disabled or 

otherwise disadvantaged. Grants will often be óone 

offô grants for capital projects. Click above for more 

information  or ( 01737 228000 .  

4 Museums and galleries improvements 

fund  

The Culture Directorate has funding of 

up to £300,000 available to help 

museums and galleries improve the 

quality of displays, public spaces, 

environmental controls and access for disabled 

visitors. Click abov e for more information  or ( Louise 

Blundell on 020 7211 6352 . 

4 Social entrepreneurs  

The UnLtd Millenium Awards have funding 

available to social entrepreneurs who have 

ambition, drive, determination and a vision to 

bring about s ocial change. They can apply for 

awards to allow them to take projects up to the 

next level. For grants between £5 ,000 and 

Ã15,000 the deadline for óexpressio ns of 

interest ô forms is 22 March 2010. Grants of 

between £500 and £5,000 can be applied for 

any time. Click above for more information  or (  

0207 5661100 . 

4 Tree plant ing  

The Tree Council has funding 

available for community 

groups, including Parish and 

Town Councils, throughout 

the UK proposing to 

undertake well - planned tree 

planting projects starting in 

National Tree Week which usually takes place in 

November or Decem ber each year. The deadline 

for applications is 31 May 2010. Click above for 

more information  or (  020 7407 9992 . 

Jamie Buckley (Engagement & Funding Officer)  

(  01395 517569 (or Ext 2769)  

jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk  

 

New Chief Executive at Leisure East Devon  

Peter Gilpin is confirmed as LED's new Chief Executive and will 

commence his  duties on 11 March 2010.  

Peter is the founding Director of Avalon Leisure and brings  with him 

over  20 years of leisure management experience in both the public and private  arenas.  A former PE 

teacher and  swimming coach  to  Olympic level,  he offers a wealth of knowledge and expertise in building 

mutually beneficial partnerships across the whole sector of lei sure management and sport.  Peter served for 

many years as a national and regional Council Member of  the Institute of Leisure and Amenity 

Management.  

 www.ledleisure.co.uk  

  

http://www.colwinston.org.uk/
http://www.peterharrisonfoundation.org/programme.htm
http://www.culture.gov.uk/
http://www.culture.gov.uk/
http://www.culture.gov.uk/
http://www.unltd.org.uk/template.php?ID=1
http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/
mailto:jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.ledleisure.co.uk/
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Domestic v iolence report  

The council has been sent a report called ñSafety in Numbersò  from CAADA (Co -ordinated A ction Against 

Domestic Abuse).  This report identifies the proven value of Independent Domestic Violence Advisors 

(IDVAs). The organisation is keen to promote this message. IDVAs a re specialist case workers who offer 

intensive support to victims whilst coordinating the response of other agencies.  

Domestic Violence is an issue for EDDC both as a Community leader and also as an employer.    

The report is available on www.drop.io/safetyinnumbers  

Peter Jeffs (Corporate Director)  

( 01395 517452 (or Ext 2652)   pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk  

 

 

In the press  

4 So, how will your town be rated?  

Every community in England is to be given a 

'quality of life' report which wo uld allow the 

public to rate the best places to live based on 

everything from the level of employment to the 

number of parking tickets that are handed out. 

The reports, to be published by the Department 

for Communities and Local Government, will 

draw toget her national, regional and local data 

for the first time and will be updated annually.  

4 Oldham unveils plans for drinks curbs  

Restrictions on supermarket 

drink sales introduced in 

Scotland could reach England 

after Oldham Council told 

stores it wanted to change  their licen ces to ban 

prominent displays of cheap alcohol promotions. 

The council, as part of a crackdown on binge 

drinking, has suggested limits on advertising  for 

shops that sell alcohol for less than 50p a unit. 

They could offer it only in a dedicated patrolled 

zone out of bounds to unaccompanied under -

18s with minimal promotion space. Mark Alcock, 

lead environment member for Oldham Council, 

said, "The superma rkets have a responsibility. 

They are killing off their customers with cheap 

alcohol. We have 23 -year -olds with cirrhosis of 

the liver."  

4 Traditional high streets  

High streets will be protected from new out -of -

town retail developments under a shake -up of 

planning laws. Housing Minister John Healey will 

unveil rules to stop the spread of the new sites 

and town halls will be told they have the duty to 

promote the vitality, viability and the unique 

character of town centres.  

4 Smile, you're on traffic warden cap -camera  

Traffic wardens have been given head -mounted 

cameras to deter irate motorists from assaulting them. 

Several local authorities are using the technology to 

counter rising physical and verbal abuse against 

wardens, also known as civil enforcement officers.  

4 Parking ban at school to fight the flab  

Parents could be banned from 

dropping kids at the school 

gates as part of a battle against 

chi ld obesity. Healt h chiefs 

hope every council in G reater Manchester will adopt 

the plan.   

4 Thousands of gardens 'stolen' by 

developers  

Domes tic gardens have been concreted over to build 

more than 180,000 homes in the past five years. 

Some councils have attack ed "ineffective" planning 

rules .  

4 £78 million clear -up  

The L ocal Government Association 

(LGA)  has warned that getting rid 

of Christmas rubbish will cost £78 

million. Councils need to pay £40 a 

ton tax for landfill on top of the 

extra cost of collecting 400,000 more 

tonnes of food and wrapping.  

4 Safer roads in town with no speed 

cameras  

Figures from Swindon Council, the first town in the 

country to scrap fixed speed cameras , has revealed 

that the roads actually became safer. Council leader 

Rod Bluh said that this proved that the cameras do 

not prevent accidents or save lives.  
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