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Meetings  (continued)
Democratic Services Officers:

Diana Vernon Christopher Hollanc Hannah Jarvis ChrisLane Debbie Meakin Rachel Perram Alethea Thompsor
01395 517541 01395 517543 01395 517542 01395 517544 01395517540 01395517542 01395 517540

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services whenever they are unable to attend a
meeting so that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Pl ease donoét forget to ch
whenever you are visiting Knowle.

If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the relevant
Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).

Click here t o vi ew agendas and minutes on leteetoview planming applisationeoblise. t e .
Click here to view new applications received relating to the Licensing Act 2003.

News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency)

4 Setting the pace: sector -led 4 Introduction to local government finance

help consultation paper If you want to discover m  ore about the

financial remit of your council, access the
new audio podcast. Listen to a dialogue
between a recently elected councillor and
a financial expert that clarifies much of
the jargon that surrounds local
government finance. A full transcript of

Setting the pace is a consultation document that
suggests a new framework for self -improvement
for local authorities in England. It proposes a

greater role for councils in owning and sharing
responsibility for their own improvement. Read

the paper and contribute to the debate online, by

email or by post. The consultation runs un til 1 the broadcast is available. Evaluate this
July. audio content and send in your
comments.
4 Changing the landscape of health T
progress so far 4 Workforce: in -house change management
6JSNRrogress  consultancy
is part of a series of The drive for efficiencies and the changi ng nature of
IDeA publications about local government place great demands on councils.
the new landscape of Specialist transformational skills are often essential.
health and loca | Read how Birmingham City Council is addressing
government. It explores these challenges by developing an in -house
local experiences of the Joint Strategic Needs consultancy service.

Assessment (JSNA) process and reflects on what
progress has been made by councils and primary
care trusts around the country.

4 Equalities workbook for
councillors
The | DeAds ' Equal.i

4 Local government analysis and workbook' reviews the equality

research 1 the latest issues facing ward councillors.
The latest edition of the LGA's bulletin features a The publication offers an
report on how local authorities use statutory introduction to concepts, exercises and p ractical
powers to improve schools, an introduction to the guidance to support ward councillors in their roles as
principles of customer insight ,and anin -depth community leaders and representatives. Read it and
investigation into how the health of British discover how an understanding of the principles of
workers will change over the next 20 years. equality can help to deliver better services.
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News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)
4 Watchdog to strengthen rural proofing 4 Housing crisis prompts
New plans seek to ensure Government policies take rural youth exodus
into account rural needs. Ministers and senior civil
servants are inconsistently implementing rural

proofing, said the Commission for Rural Communities.
A strengthened rural proofing toolkit will now

encourage politicians to consider how their decisions
affect rural communities.

More than 100,000 youngsters
are set to leave rural England
over nextt hree years. High
house prices and low wages
mean traditional village life in
many areas of the country is in

) terminal decline. As a result, some 103,000
4 Project to strengthen church's rural role young people are forecast to migrate from
' A £180,000 project aims to villages and market towns to urban areas by
strengthen th e role of the church in 2012.
rural areas. An urgent call from
church leaders prompted the launch 4 Beautiful CountrySide can benefit
of the training project by the Arthur society
Rank Centre (ARC): i A more beautiful countryside is key to a better
lack resources, with team ministries future, claim campaigners. The optimistic vision
which are frequently thinly spread across large for the English countryside was set out by the
benefices . 0 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) on 11

May. The manifesto describing the countryside as

4 Alliance in call to boost rural services England's greatest national asset sets out the

The Countryside Alliance has called on politicians to charities vision for rural areas.

improve rural services. Rural issues should be at the

heart of government policy, says a rural manifesto Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and
launched by the alliance. Chairman Kate Hoey said Council staff) can gain free and full access to RSN Online

rural people could be forgiven for feeling at times
they did not receive the political support they
deserved.

by registering .

Half -term holiday wildlife!

This half -t er m h ol i da yEduEabdd Rangies, James Chubb, will try to find
almost everything that walks, crawls, flies or swims on the Local Nature Reserves.

C The activities begin on Tuesday 26 May with three events up at Fire
Beacon Hill Local Nature Reserve: a reptile ramble at 9am; bugs and
beasties at 2pm and nightjars at 7pm. Meet at the Bowd Inn before
facing the challenge of the steep climb up the hill to the nature reserve.

C The following day, @ Wednesday 27 May , James will be at Holyford Woods “
Local Nature Reserve to listen out for birds. Meet at the lay -by at the top of
Seaton Down Hill at 10am. Dondét forget to bring your b

¢ On Thursday 28 May James will be on his hands and knees, crawling around The Maer Local Nature
Reserve, at the eastern end of Exmouth, to look for some of the amazing burrowing bees. Meet at
2pm.

¢ The final day is Friday 29 May, when James will be at Seaton Marshes Local Nature Reserve for a
pond dipping session. Meet in the car park at 10am

Al'l the events mentioned are free, and dondét require pri
the Countryside Service on 01395 517 557.
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Find out more about funding

Does your local playing field or its play area need funding?

The Devon Playing Field Association can help you! On 2 July they are having their AGM, followed by a
session giving information and advice on how to get funding for your playing field and play area. There will

be speakers from Sport England, Play Builders and others. The event is at Chulmleigh Pavillion and is £10
for DPFA members and £15 for non -members. For more information or to book a place please phone Ga
Hickson on 01392 383443 or e mail gail@devonrcc.org.uk

4 Internet and laptops 4 GrantsNet

BTds Community Cc Thisisawebsite that gives free information about grant
scheme is now open. schemes available to businesses and charities in the UK.
Community groups and You can search foragran t online, or subscribe to their
projects offering community email alert bulletin.

benefit can apply for a laptop
and a contribution towards a
years Internet connect  ion fees. The scheme
is for groups that have little or no IT

equipment and can show how it will benefit

4 Energy Funding
The Community Sustainable Energy

for - profit organisations to install renewable

the community. Click above or ( 08452 energy tech nologies and energy saving

576792. measures such as solar panels, wind
turbines, wood fuelled boilers and so on.

4 Education The maximum capital grant available is £50,000 or 50%

The Ernest Cook Trust has one  -off grants of of the total project costs. The maximum project

up to £10,000 available (average £1,500) development grant is £5,000 or 75% of the study ¢ ost -

for educational grants focusing on children whichever is lower. Click above or ( 08453671671

and young people for the environment,
rural conservation, the countryside, arts
and crafts, literacy, numeracy and

To find out about funding opportunities for voluntary and
community groups and individuals visit our website:
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/grants

Programme has funding available for not -

research. Registered charitable or not -for -

profit organisations can apply. Click above Jamie Buckley (Engagement and Funding Officer)

or (01285 712492 ( 01395517569 (or Ext 2769) jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk

New documents in the Membersdé Area

¢ Exmouth Musical Theatre Company i The Chairman and Councillors have received an invitation to
the forthcoming production of 6Chessé6 to be held at TI
Saturday 30 May at 7.30pm with a matinee on Thursday and Saturday at 2.30pm. Tickets are £12.5 0
and are available from the box office on 01395 222477.

¢ O Cl il Information and Inspiration for Councillors from the Local Government Information Unit 0 The
May i ssue of this magazine is now available in the Mem

Feedback from outside bodies

¢ Local Government Association Urban Commission i Notes from the meeting held in London on
2 April 2009.
The above document is in the 6Feedback from Outside Bodi ¢
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Portfolio Hol derso6 decisi ons

Decisions put to Portfolio Holders Decisions will be publi  shed in a future edition of The Knowledge

Communities Request to declare Globe House . Woodbury unsuitable for upgrading to the

(Miss J Elson) iDecent Homeso standard and therefore un $he Cdusci |
seek s to dispose of the property in accordance with existing procedures, once
agreement has been reached with the Leaseholder of Flat N 04.
Recommended:

1. that Globe House be declared unsuitable for social housing accommodation;
2. that an arrangement be made with the existing leaseholder in Flat No 4 to enable the
Council to dispose of its interest in the property;

3. that the existing Council tenants be offered alternative accommodation and the property
then be transferred to Property Services for disposal in accordance with existing
procedures.

Further details: Chris Brookbank, Programmed Works Officer, Ext 2408.

Residents can influence the future of Council services

EDDC is looking for residents to join its Speak Now Panel and would like to hear from
anyone who lives in | East Devon who wants to have a say on how the Council is run.
They can now join online by going to http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/speaknow

The recent Government -sponsored Place Survey was sent out to over 2,000
residents asking them what they think about East Devon as a place to live.
Everyone who received  the questionnaire was invited to join the Panel and, so far,

over 100 people have volunteered to take part. But, with a total population of over

135,000, we are sure there are others in the district who would like to influence what happens to them and

thei r community.

There are many ways residents on the Panel can tell the Council what they think; by attending discussion
groups; filling in postal or online questionnaires; or by email when the Council needs feedback quickly.

They can get involved as many or as few times as they wish so that, if they are only interested in
particular areas of the Council s wor k, they choose to
only.

Councillor Steve Hall, EDDC6s Customer Service Champi on,

i T he Cibwillrshortly be carrying out a review of all its services, so this is an important time for people
affected by these decisions to have their say. The Speak Now Panel is designed to make it as easy as

possible for residents to give us their feedback and , whil st we wono6t always be a
has been suggested, we promise to |isten and consider ev
Just go to the Speak Now page on the Council ds website t

confidential and is kept in accordance with the Data Protection Act. Anyone who wants to find out more
about the Panel before they volunteer, or who would prefer to fill in a paper copy of the registration form,
should call Jamie Buckley, Community Engagement Officer on 01395 517569
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In the press

4 Private companies to bid for job

creation fund

Ministers have given the green light for private
companies to bid for the £1bn Future Jobs Fund
announced in the Budget, as long as they meet
strict criteria to create new jobs.

4 Recession leads to big drop in
rubbish
Englandés rubbi
' shrinking, with people binning le
than at any time in living memory.

s h
SS now

mo un

4 Anaconda wave  -power

A snake -like power wave machine made from a
composite of fabric and natural rubber has been
developed to use
its tail. Wave farms of 50 or more could be placed
underwater a few miles from the coast. Renewable
energy remains a key issue in rural areas and
complexities of generating energy in coastal and
marine environments while reconciling this with
the economic sustainability and social wellbeing of
coastal communities remains a challenge.

wave motion to drive a turbine in

4 100 prima

ry schools shut each year to
save money

More than 1,000 primary
schools have been forced
to close in the past
decade, despite fears
over a shortage of places.
Almost a third of councils contacted by The

Telegraph said they were close to capacity or had
already been forced to expand schools. It is

claimed ministers should shoulder some of the

blame following the publication of official guidance
ordering councils to shut schools with empty

desks.

4 Infant classes the biggest in ten years

Infant classes are bigger than
they have been for a decade,
as a falling number of
primary schools struggle to
cope with a rise in demand.
Recession,
immigration and rising birth rates have been
blamed for a surge in youngsters needing places.

increased
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4 Councils forced to reduce staff during
recession

A survey published b ythe Local Government
Association (LGA) shows that almost 7,000 jobs
have been lost over the last six months. It shows

that three in five councils have made staff

reductions, with the recession having a significant
impact on council income. Sir Jeremy Bee cham,
Vice Chairman of the LGA, is quoted: "Just as the
private sector is having to cut back during tough
times, so too councils are faced with incredibly
difficult decisions." He adds that councils are being
forced to reduce jobs because of a £2.5bn drop in
income. A separate survey by the Chartered

Institute of Personnel and Development warns that
public sector workers are facing difficult times

ahead as more job losses can be expected.

4 Gap between rich and poor widest since
60s

Britain under Gordon Brown is a
more unequal country than at

any time since modern records
began in the early 1960s, after
the incomes of the poor fell and
those of the rich rose in the

three years after the 2005 general election.

4 Children in jall T
revealed

lottery of justice is

The Youth Justice Board has written to local
authorities, ng
not doing enough to keep young children out of
custody. While the decision to send a child to
prison is made by the court, Chair Fra nces Done
says that a council ds commi:'t
other care provision is a key factor in that decision.

inami and sht

4Britainds ten woeakd road
Motorists have called for action to tackle

Br i t ai n bliag raad network, urging

the G overnment to fund low  -cost
schemes such as repairing potholes. The LGA is
guoted: fAThe spiralling
roads is totally out of proportion to the ability of
local authorities to pay for it. Councils have
consistently argued for greater investment to stop

our orati ng¢

cost

roads from deter.i
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In the press (continued)

4 Design standards introduced for public Bin police claim to be so green
projects

All new public projects, including housing and
schools will be subject to new design standards as
part of the Government's first significant urban
regeneration report in a decade.

Fortnightly bin collections are better
for the enviro nment than weekly
ones, the Government has claimed.
Local authorities operating the
collections claim they produce better
quality green waste that is easier to
recycle. Daily Express 13/05 /09

4 Town Halls to be able to ban happy

L hours

Local authorities are to be given 4 Licensing laws slammed

the power to ban happy hours The Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee

and other excessive drinking, the has slammed 'absurd' licensing laws that threaten
Government has announced. Home Secretary to damage the prospects of young musicians. Pubs
Jacqui Smi th is also to give councils the right to and small music venues are being hit by draconian
curb cut -price sales of alcohol in supermarkets licensing measures and a heavy  -handed approach
with the announcement of a mandatory code to be from the police.

imposed on the drinks industry.

4 Law on dangerous pets to be eased

A recent survey of 87 local authorities found 36 camels, 23 big cats, and one zebra were
kept in homes across Britain!

Under propos als to change the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976, such owners would only
need to get a licence every two years and would have their premises inspected less often.

Sustainable Communities Act

Next week, we will be inviting residents, community groups, voluntary organisations, Parish and Town
Councils and Members to put forward proposals to improve their communities under the Sustainable
Communities Act.

To help Members to be ready to respond to this invitation, we would like to ask you to consider two
guestions over the next week:

¢ What Government laws, policies, practices and procedures are preventing the Council from delivering
its priorities?

¢ What changes to those laws, policies, practices and procedures would you ask the Government to make
to help the Council to deliver its priorities?

We hope these questions will encourage | ot s of ideas and make s u theoppoeunites n 6
presented to us by the Act

Jamie Buckley (Engagement and Funding Officer) ( 01395 517569 (or Ext 2769) jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk

Production information

Democratic Services produces this weekly information sheet every Friday for Members of East Devon District Council.
Please contact Diana Vernon if you have any comments about the newsletter. If you wish to reproduce any of the
images used in The Knowledge, please contact the editor who will seek permission from the contributor:

(' (01395) 517541 or Extension 2741. Email: dvernon@eastdevon.gov.uk

Submissions : If you have items that you wish to be included in the next issue, contact Democratic Services:
(' (01395) 517542 or Extension 2742. Email: knowledge @eastdevon.gov.uk
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