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Council Offices 
Knowle  

Sidmouth 
EX10 9BL 

 
 www.eastdevon.gov.uk 

Meeting DSO Date Time Location 

Asset Management 
Forum 

CL Monday 22 February 9.30am Committee Room 

Licensing & Enforcement 
Sub Committee 

CEH Tuesday 23 February 9.30am Council Chamber 

Exeter International 
Airport Consultative 
Group 

CL Wednesday 24 February 2.15pm Exeter Airport 

Computer Surgery ICT Wednesday 24 February 4-6pm 
ICT Training 
Room 

COUNCIL – setting 
Council Tax and 
agreeing budgets 

DV Wednesday 24 February 6.30pm Council Chamber 

Local Development 
Framework Panel 

HJ Thursday 25 February 10.00am Committee Room 

Overview / Scrutiny – 
Economy Committee 

CL Thursday 25 February 6.30pm Council Chamber 

Member Development 
Working Group 

DV Monday 1 March 4.30pm  Room 1 

Licensing & Enforcement 
Committee 

CL Tuesday 2 March  9.30am Council Chamber 

Assessment & Hearings 
Sub/Review Sub 
Committee 

CEH Tuesday 2 March 10.00am CANCELLED 

Recycling and Refuse 
Partnership Board 

RP Wednesday 3 March 2.00pm Council Chamber 

Executive Board DV Wednesday 3 March 5.30pm Council Chamber 

Housing Review Board DM Thursday 4 March 6.00pm Council Chamber 

Corporate Risk 
Management Group 

Audit Friday 5 March 10.00am Room 1 

The Knowledge 

First signs of spring ▪ Photo by Peter Vernon 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/
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Democratic Services Officers:  

 Diana Vernon 
 01395 517541 

Christopher Holland 
01395 517543 

Hannah Jarvis 
01395 517542 

Chris Lane 
01395 517544 

Debbie Meakin 
01395 517540 

Rachel Perram 
 01395 517542 

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services if they are unable to attend a meeting so 

that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please don‟t forget to check your pigeon holes whenever you are 

visiting Knowle. If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the 

relevant Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).  

Click here to view agendas and minutes on the Council‟s website. Click here to view planning applications online. 

 

Portfolio Holder’s decisions 

Decision put to Portfolio Holder   A decision will be published in a future edition of The Knowledge 

Economy 

Peter Halse 

Increase in hire charges for the Manor Pavilion Theatre, Sidmouth for 2010-2011 

That the Manor Pavilion Theatre and Arts Centre hire charges for 2010/2011 be set as follows: 

Proposed charge for 1 April to 31 March 2011 
Existing Charge 

£ 

Manor Pavilion  
Theatre 

Morning or Afternoon  Increase to £70.00            66.41 

Evening Increase to £240.00 235.00 

All Day Increase to £320.00 296.30 

Weekly Increase to £890.00   868.48 

Arts Centre 

Morning or Afternoon Increase to £35.00 30.66 

Evening  Increase to £62.00    61.30 

All Day Increase to £110.00    102.18 

Weekly Increase to £420.00     408.70 

Lounge Bar  Morning or Afternoon  Increase to £42.00 40.87 

Supplementary Charges 

Additional charges after 11pm  
£45.98 per hour or part thereof  

Increase to £50.00 

All Public and Bank Holidays when 

the Venue is open to the Public 

N/A  

Add an additional ‘All Day’ rate 

Commercial Rates 
Add up to 100% of the above charges plus VAT @ 

17.5%  subject to negotiation with the Manager 

Charges for non-commercial use includes VAT @ 17.5% 

 

  

Chairman’s engagements 

Thursday 25 February 

Cllr Mrs Frances Newth to represent the Chairman at the Sidmouth Abbeyfield AGM at All Saints‟ Church, 

Sidmouth. 

Friday 26 February 

Vice Chairman to attend the opening of new site developments by the Chairman of Devon County Council 

at Clyst Vale Community College. 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/your_council/councillors_and_meetings/committee_minutes_and_agendas.htm
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/publicaccess/
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News from the Rural Services Network (RSN) 

4 Creative countryside 'worth £500m' 

Rural communities contribute £500m to the 

creative economy, MPs have been told. Arts-led 

regeneration could help revitalise England's 

rural areas, according to a report launched on 

10 February. The Creative Rural Communities 

report sets out the arguments for a five-year 

arts and cultural investment programme for 

rural regeneration. 

4 Equality Bill 'threatens rural services' 

The Government's Equality Bill poses a serious threat to rural 

services, a leading academic has warned. The Bill would require 

councils to give preference to companies with a positive record on 

equality matters when contracting out work. Tony Travers, an 

expert in government at the London School of Economics, said it 

had big implications for rural local authorities. 

4 Call to improve rural 

cancer care 

Thousands of lives could be 

improved by reforming rural 

cancer care services, say 

healthcare experts. Living in the 

countryside can affect the quality 

of cancer care, suggest insights 

from patients, their families and 

services providers. Particular 

challenges are associated with 

running awareness campaigns and 

screening services in rural areas. 

Note: Members of RSN (which includes 

Councillors and Council staff) can gain free 

and full access to RSN Online by registering. 

 

Service provision for market towns 

The Rural Services Network (RSN), working with Action for Market 

Towns, is undertaking research into  service provision in market/rural 

towns. 

RSN is looking for examples of innovation and good practice initiatives 

from service providers or partnerships, particularly where these may 

be of interest to other market/rural towns. The themes are: 

 access to services 

 stronger communities 

 safer communities 

 children and young people 

 adult health and well being and tackling exclusion and promoting equality 

 local economy and environmental sustainability. 

All examples should have a market/rural town dimension. 

In the first instance please send a brief outline summary to evidence@rsnonline.org.uk together with 

telephone and email details. 

Peter Jeffs (Corporate Director) 

 01395 517452 (or Ext 2652)  pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

New documents in the Members’ Area  

 

Feedback from outside bodies 

 Community Council of Devon – the latest quarterly achievements sheet. 

The above document is in the „Feedback from Outside Bodies‟ file on the bookcase in the Members‟ Area. 

 

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/communities/creative-countryside-worth-500m.html
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/politics/equality-bill-threatens-rural-services.html
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/services/call-to-improve-rural-cancer-care.html
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/services/call-to-improve-rural-cancer-care.html
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/services/call-to-improve-rural-cancer-care.html
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_chronocontact&chronoformname=register&Itemid=135
mailto:evidence@rsnonline.org.uk
mailto:pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk
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A brief guide to East Devon LSP, and the Sustainable Community Strategy 

As part of the Local Government Act 2000, local authorities 

were given a legal duty to work with other agencies to ensure 

preparation of a Sustainable Community Strategy or Plan. This 

is not a Council document, it is jointly „owned‟ between all the 

parties who help create it. The strategy does however feed into 

EDDC‟s Corporate Strategy.  

These strategies are meant to ensure that organisations which 

provide services to the public locally:  

 are better coordinated, and responsive to the expressed 

needs and concerns of its local community  

 deliver services in ways people want  

 consider the needs of future generations. 

 link to the County level Local Area Agreements.  

Sustainable Community Strategies must be prepared and tackled by a broadly based multi-agency group 

called a local strategic partnership (LSP). 

The East Devon LSP includes representatives from: the District, County, Town and Parish Councils, NHS 

Devon, Police, Fire, voluntary sector, and the business community. The LSP also includes representatives 

for each of the main themes of the Sustainable Community Strategy, and representatives whose job is to 

make sure the LSP stands up for the interests of older people, young people, and faith groups, within East 

Devon as a whole. 

The „Board‟ (LSP), supported by an officer group, meets quarterly for approximately two hours to discuss a 

pre-agreed agenda. The „Board‟ minutes are posted on East Devon District Council‟s website. The current 

Chairman is Councillor Jill Elson and Rev Peter Brain is the Vice Chairman. The LSP does not hold any funds 

nor does it have any legal powers, so its influence is through peer pressure only.  Much of its work is in 

trying to understand and coordinate key issues and opportunities for the community of  East Devon, and it 

has benefit in being a regular point of contact between all the main providers in East Devon.   

The current East Devon Sustainable Community Plan has seven broad themes, and these are being 

updated in light of the most recent „Place Survey‟. Each theme also highlights one priority area to tackle.  

These priorities are „high level‟ and are mostly progressed, supported, and managed through other multi-

agency groups. The priorities have been adopted as a result of the collation of public consultation data, 

statistics from research on various aspects of East Devon‟s communities and places, the Local Area 

Agreements, and consultation with agencies who serve East Devon‟s communities. The LSP has focused on 

those areas where no single agency has the principal responsibility, and hence action requires 

partnership. Currently the LSP is looking to feed into the LDF (Local Development Framework) in terms of 

achieving its priorities through better community infrastructure. 

It is proposed that the Overview and Scrutiny Coordinating Committee review the work of the LSP in the 

new Council year. 

More information on the LSP, the Sustainable Communities Plan, and the minutes of meetings can be 

seen on the EDDC website. 

Peter Jeffs (Corporate Director) 

 01395 517452 (or Ext 2652)  pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

 
 
 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/ed_sustainable_community_plan-2.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/ed_sustainable_community_plan-2.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index
mailto:pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk
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News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency) 

4 Extinguishing the risk: a  

councillor’s guide to fire safety 

Are you an elected member? Do you 

know what legal responsibilities you 

have for safeguarding people in their 

homes from the danger of fire? Find out 

in this handy guidance that clearly 

details what you need to know and what 

you need to do. Be confident that your 

authority is doing all it can to comply with the law. 

4 Social housing equality framework 

consultation 

Good housing provision is fundamental to a good 

quality of life and is a major determinant of health, 

education and community cohesion. The IDeA is 

currently consulting on a new equality framework for 

social housing organisations to drive service 

improvements. Read it and send in your comments. 

The deadline is 26 March. 

4 Keeping in the know when key 

people go:  knowledge harvesting 

When staff leave an organisation, how do you 

make sure their knowledge remains behind? 

„Knowledge harvesting‟ is a new knowledge 

management technique. Find out how to 

capture information and ensure that key 

contact data remains within your organisation. 

4 Telehealthcare improves quality of 

life  

North Yorkshire County 

Council has turned to 

telehealthcare as a way 

to defuse the 

demographic timebomb. The council has 

already trialled it early in two areas as part of 

its drive for more cost-effective healthcare, 

and has predicted savings of just over £1 

million. 

 

COSMIC – digital mentors in action 

As a result of funding from a number of different sources, COSMIC can now bring IT training and support 

to local people, organisations and business through an exciting new project called “Digital Mentors” 

What is a Digital Mentor? Tim Evans & Andy Thompson are COSMICs Digital Mentors. As Digital Mentors 

they aim to provide technology training, support, workshops and advice to local people, organisations, sole 

traders and small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in the East Devon and Blackdown Hills AONB area. The 

support and guidance on offer includes the use of standard „Office‟ software, social media, simple website 

creation and promotion demonstrations, tips on online selling, computer maintenance and support  

The support offered is flexible: individuals can benefit from 1-2-1 sessions, (up to 8 hours allowed for each 

individual under the scheme), whilst 3 hour workshops are available for organisations, groups and SMEs. 

A small charge (from as little as £5 per hour) is made for each person attending a session/workshop.   

Many small businesses and organisations are missing out on the benefits that Digital Services can bring, 

either through lack of knowledge or the affordability of support that is available.  

Julie Harris CEO at COSMIC explains “Its such a great project to be piloting during these uncertain 

economic times. There is so much need out there for people to get the support they need to develop ICT in 

ways which directly benefit their business and organisation. The mentoring approach allows us to provide 

this support in the context of this need – and that‟s what people have been crying out for in recent months 

– support which makes their job more effective, more profitable and more sustainable.” She adds that 

COSMIC has recently had interest from Google UK and will be working with them to trial new online tools 

and generate case studies from the digital mentoring projects. 

www.cosmic.org.uk     

http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/49717/86948/7879/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/49717/86948/7879/0/
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=16953625
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=16953625
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/49717/86948/7925/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/49717/86948/7925/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/49717/86948/7925/0/
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=16742449
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=16742449
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=16742449
http://www.cosmic.org.uk/
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Developing older people’s mental health services in Exeter, East & Mid Devon 

The Board of Devon Partnership NHS Trust has approved plans for a major capital investment in our 

hospital services for older people with mental health needs. The total investment across the county is 

£4.6m and £2.3m of this will be invested in a major refurbishment of both wards at Franklyn Hospital in 

Exeter. 

To make the improvements as soon as possible, it will be necessary to suspend access to the inpatient 

service at Franklyn Hospital at the end of May, with construction work scheduled to commence in August. 

Current plans indicate that both refurbished 16 bed wards will be ready to re-open in the summer of 2011. 

Devon Partnership NHS Trust is in the process of making the necessary alternative arrangements for care 

during the period of the unit‟s suspension. It will make use of the Melrose unit in Tiverton and will re-open 

The Bungalow in Honiton. Most importantly, the Trust will significantly bolster the community teams and 

remaining wards to ensure that it continues to deliver a local, safe and robust service. The Trust will do 

everything within its power to minimise the disruption. 

Peter Jeffs (Corporate Director)  01395 517452 (or Ext 2652)  pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

Budleigh Festival 

Budleigh Festival presents 3 days of exhilarating 

jazz concerts at the Budleigh Games Club. Tickets 

from the TIC  01395 4475275. Ticket enquiries 

to Tony Dealler  01395 446524 

4 2010 jazz festival programme 

ELLA & LOUIS! 

Digby Fairweather 

and Maggie Reeday 

Friday 23 April 8pm 

BASIE & SINATRA!  

Brian Moore Big Band with 

Alex Hawker  

Saturday 24 April 8pm 

DIXIELAND JAZZ LUNCH  

Pete Allen, Alan Bateman, Ritchie 

Burns, Roger Marks, Craig Milverton, Al 

Swainger, Southwest All-Stars  

Sunday 25 April 12 noon 

 

In the press 

4 Raise a glass to the man hoping to save 

our pubs 

The Mirror reports on the role of 

new pubs minister John Healey, 

who has been tasked with saving 

local pubs across the country. 

4 Tougher licensing for lap dance clubs 

Councils will be given new powers to regulate lap 

dancing clubs and be able to ban them from opening 

near schools, places of worship and quiet 

neighbourhoods. Cllr Chris White, Chair of the LGA's 

Culture, Tourism and Sport Board, was quoted: 

"Parents' concerns about what their children might 

see during their walk home from school and 

neighbours' feelings about the reputation of their local 

area are very valid worries which councils wanted to 

be able to respond to." 

4 Dozens of centres to be shut in 

NSPCC shakeup 

The NSPCC, Britain's biggest children's charity, 

is to shut dozens of its local centres providing 

services to vulnerable children across the 

country. The move, which puts hundreds of 

frontline jobs at risk, is part of a radical three-

year 'restructuring plan' that will see the NSPCC 

focus on the problems faced in inner cities and 

pull back form its national role.  

 4 Booze in label law 

The drinks industry could be 

forced to put health warnings on 

alcohol. The plan comes after 

just one in six bottles of alcohol 

carries health messages, despite a voluntary 

code that came into effect in 2007. 

mailto:pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.budleigh-festival.org.uk/Programme%20Detail%20jazz%202010.html
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2010/02/15/raise-a-glass-to-the-man-hoping-to-save-our-pubs-115875-22043559/
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2010/02/15/raise-a-glass-to-the-man-hoping-to-save-our-pubs-115875-22043559/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8511883.stm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/feb/14/nspcc-closures-redundancies-restructuring
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/feb/14/nspcc-closures-redundancies-restructuring
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/feb/14/nspcc-closures-redundancies-restructuring
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/feb/15/alcohol-health-warning
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In the press (continued) 

4 Councils revolt at care costs 

The cross-party Local Government Association 

(LGA) has expressed concerns that the Personal 

Care at Home Bill will leave its members out of 

pocket. An LGA report says the Government has 

under-estimated the number of people who will 

qualify for free care. The report says: 'This is a 

new burden. It should be met fully from central 

government funds or by lifting burdens on 

councils.‟ 

4 Vets call for Asbos on dangerous dogs 

Vets are calling for "dog Asbos" 

to be introduced across Britain in 

order to control dangerous pets. 

Councils would be able to issue 

restrictions on dog owners who 

did not control their pets. 

4 Brute force 

The number of dangerous dogs being seized by 

the police has soared as young people 

increasingly use them as 'weapons', rather than 

carrying knives. The article reports that local 

authorities' response has been mixed with the 

London borough of Harrow proposing the vetting 

and chipping of all dogs owned by people waiting 

for social housing and Wandsworth council 

piloting a programme that will see residents 

threatened with eviction if they fail to keep their 

dogs responsibly. In Liverpool councillors voted 

for an amnesty on illegal dogs, free 

microchipping and tougher rules on leads and 

muzzling. 

4 Publish child crime reports in full, say 

social workers 

Confidential inquiries into crimes against children 

such as the Edlington torture case should be 

published in full, according to the body 

representing thousands of social workers. The 

British Association of Social Workers is supporting 

moves to end the secrecy that characterises such 

inquiries, known as serious case reviews. The 

reviews can show shortcomings in the way that 

vulnerable children have been overseen by social 

services and other local agencies. 

4 Council museums must not close 

The historian David Starkey has hit out at 

plans by councils to shut museums to 

save money. 

4 Why Coventry is going dim 

Street lamps are to be fitted with dimmer switches 

for the first time in Britain. Coventry City Council 

officials hope the £250m scheme will cut carbon 

emissions by 40% and reduce its energy bills. 

4 Adult obesity expected to rise 

According to an academic study, 8 out 

of 10 men and almost 7 in 10 women 

will be overweight by 2020. 

4 Local authorities 'not prepared' for 

ageing population 

Councils are failing to prepare for the predicted 

explosion in the number of elderly people, the Audit 

Commission has claimed. Michael O'Higgins, the 

chairman of the commission, said: "There are huge 

financial pressures on councils in the years ahead, 

but designing services and exploiting technology can 

make them better, more efficient and more 

personal." 

4 NHS hospital to be run by private 

company 

A debt-ridden NHS hospital 

is to be taken over and run 

by a private company in 

what will be a ground-

breaking departure for 

healthcare provision in England. Hinchingbrooke 

Hospital, a district general hospital in 

Cambridgeshire, will be run by one of five private 

sector organisations from next year, after the 

withdrawal of the only NHS organisation bidding for 

the contract. 

4 Window blind deaths 

Two children died after becoming entangled in 

window blind cords in separate incidents. Councils 

wishing to launch safety campaigns can get a 

factsheet and customisable poster from Hampshire 

County Council.  

 

Production information 
Democratic Services produces this weekly information sheet every Friday for Members of East Devon District 

Council. Please contact Diana Vernon if you have any comments about the newsletter. If you wish to 

reproduce any of the images used in The Knowledge, please contact the editor who will seek 

permission from the contributor:  (01395) 517541 or Extension 2741. Email: dvernon@eastdevon.gov.uk  
4  

http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/158394/Councils-weigh-in-on-care
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/personal-view/7261602/Owners-of-bad-dogs-must-be-brought-to-heel.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/feb/17/dangerous-dogs-as-weapons
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7031525.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7031525.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7031525.ece
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/157980/Starkey-fights-to-save-libraries
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/7250979/Coventry-to-dim-citys-street-lamps-in-British-first.html
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/health/article7029709.ece
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/7258699/Councils-failing-to-prepare-for-ageing-population.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/7258699/Councils-failing-to-prepare-for-ageing-population.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/7258699/Councils-failing-to-prepare-for-ageing-population.html
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7031332.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7031332.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7031332.ece
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/children_shealth/7244482/Safety-fears-after-two-children-die-after-becoming-entangled-in-window-blind-cords.html
mailto:dvernon@eastdevon.gov.uk

