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Meetings  (continued)

Democratic Services Officers:

Diana Vernon Christopher Holland Chris Lane Debbie Meakin Rachel Perram Alethea Thompson
01395 517541 01395 517543 01395 517544 01395 517540 01395 517542 01395 517540

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services whenever they are unable to attend a
meeting so that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please check your pigeon holes for any post
whenever you visit the offices.

If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the relevant
Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).

Click here t o vi ew agendas and minutes on leteetoview planmng applisationeoblise. t e .
Click here to view new applications received relating to the Licensing Act 2003.

Blackdown Hills spring and summer activities

A new programme of  spring and summer  outdoor activities in the
Blackdown Hills has been launched. The Countryside Events
programme is packed with things to do in the area. Whether you

prefer a gentle walk among the bluebells, or the challenge of
foraging for wild food, there is an event for everyone.

Visitors can discover the stars with a special night time astronomy
event, while early birds have the chance to experience the glory of

the dawn chorus - followed by a hearty breakfast. Those who
enjoy delving into our heritage will be fascinated by ancient trees,
a prehistoric hillfort, a medieval village and Victorian miners.

People of all ages can try new skills, with workshops including
landscape photography, wildlife gardening and hedge crafts.
Events f or children include f arm yard storytelling, bat hunting and
more.

There are nearly 60 low -cost or free events in the programme,
which has been produced by The Blackdown Hills Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty team and the Neroche Scheme. The Countryside Events programme is
available from local Tourist Information Centres, libraries, pubs and shops. Request a copy by calling
01823 680682, or see the full programme online at www.blackdown -hills.net .

Portfolio Holder 0 glecision

Decisions by Portfolio Holder Members are notified of the following decision

Communities Request to sell surplus Council Housing Land adjacent to 84 Whitebridges ,
(Miss J M Elson) Honiton
Agreed t hat in accordance with past practice, the request be agreed on terms and
conditions to be negotiated by the Property Services Manager and that the land adjacent
to 84 Whitebridges, Honiton be declared surplus to requirements and sold to Mr Marriott.

The above decision will become effective on 26 February 2009 at 9.00am unl ess i
publi shed procedur-a nbori sa offic gplalg7eocs thelCduncil Constitution, or contact
Democratic Services for assistance or explanation.
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Sustainable  Communities Act
Stephen Shaw,theCo -or di nat or of O6Local Worksd® which sponsored t
is to make a presentation to members at the next Executive Board meeting on Wednesday 4 March

The SCA is intended to strengthen the role of communities and local democracy. It provides a statutory
framework for councils and community organisations to put forward proposals for the decentralisation and

reconfiguration of public services, and changes to the pattern of public spending, which would contribute to
sustainability. It begins from the principle that local people know best what needs to be done to promote

the success of their area, but that sometimes they nee d Central Government to act to enable them to do
so.

The SCA has widespread support and was supported through Parliament by the Government and all of the

main English political parties. It is the result of a five year campaign led by a coalition of some 90

organisations under t he banner 6Thewr csteédring Wmupkisciided the New Economics
Foundation, National Federation of Retail Newsagents, Unison, Shelter, Unlock Democracy, Friends of the

Earth, Soil Association, Sustain, the National Federation of Community Organisations, the Small and Family

Farms Association, Transport 2000, and CAMRA. 6Local Wor ks o i s now campaig
implementation of the SCA.

The SCA sets out a simple process for local communities to come up with ideas to be implemented for their
benefit. Ideas are fed first to their local council, then the Local Government Association (LGA) and finally

the Government. The Government in consultation with the LGA, will decide on the ideas to be
implemented. The deadline for the first submi ssion of ideas to the LGA is 31 July 2009.

Ideas can be developed by councils in consultation with their communities. To do so, councils must (as a
minimum) establish a panel representing the wider community to consult. Examples of the ideas that
might be proposed are:

1. Keeping Post Offices open that are in line for closure by transferring duties from Royal Mail to councils.

2. Supporting local pubs and local breweries by changing legislation, for instance the planning system or
charging pub companies for the e nvironmental damage they cause by wusing national
breweries/suppliers.

Giving councils powers to prevent further second or holiday homes.
Giving councils that retain direct ownership of housing, new funding options.

Where a Primary Care Trust (PCT) is faili ng, the PCT and the local council could jointly appoint senior
staff.

6. Make out -of-town supermarkets pay business rates on their car parking spaces.

ClIr Paul Diviani invited Mr Shaw to speak at a Council meeting but a suitable date could not be found so

Cllr Sara Randall Johnson asked him to make a presentation to the Executive Board.  All members are
warmly invited to hear Mr Shaw speak at the next Executive Board mee ting which starts at 5.30 pm on

4 March.

New documents in the Membersdé Area

Feedback from outside bodies

¢ CPRE Devon i Minutes of the Advisory Meeting held on 19 January 2009 plus associated papers.

The above document sare i n the O6Feedback from Outside Bodiesodo file
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Find out more about funding

Disabledt ennis 4 Elite young athletes

The Dan Maskell Tennis Trust has grants of up to £1,000 The Ron Pickering Memorial Fund has

r available to help disabled people funding available for

" play tennis in three main areas; elite young athletes
tennis for wheelchair users, and for who are still in

people who are deaf or who have education to help them
learning disabilities . For more with training and
information ( 0208 4877119 equipment costs.
Applicants must be

aged 15 - 23. Click or (
01438 715814

4 Disabled sports

The Boost Charitable Trust has funding available to

champion people who are disabled and /or disadvantaged
and to inspire them to overcome their challenges

through the power of sport . Grants can be small awards Jamie Buckley (Engagement and Funding Officer)
of less than £500 or large a  wards of over £500.  Click or ( 01395517569 (or Ext 2769)

( 020 7767 5559 jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk

4 Youth ¢ ricket To find out about funding opportunities for
The Lordos Taverner s 1t ¢ Vvoluntary and community groups and

to £6,000 available to organisations . individuals visit our website

www.eastdevon.gov.uk/grants

directly involved with youth cricket for the
installation of non  -turf pitches, practice ends a nd nets.

Another first for Villages i n Action

Get ready for a hilarious night out

with Mervyn Stutter. New to Villages

in Action audiences , Mervyn comes
highly recommended . The Daily

Tel egraph called him
voice of the Baby Boom™ sEeneratI—ono
and hisseries on RadLove-20 NéwBallsPlease éand on Radi o 4 0Getting Nowhere
Mervyn on the comedy and cabaret circuits.

His humour is sometimes wicked but always affectionate . He examines the little absurdities of li fe for the sixties
generation - that group of people who refuse to grow old gracefully! When Mervyn himself turned 45 he
bra nched out into writing radio shows and had a great deal of success.

His songs and stories poke fun at himself and others of his age group, creating the knowing smile in the
audience or the h uge guffaw as he hits a nerve. Comments from audience members across the U K are
universally appreciative.

A founder member of The Flying Pickets, Mervynés style has
venues, from the very urban Edinburgh Festival to rural village halls, radio and at festivals such as Glastonbury.
Book early to avoid disappointment.

Mervyn will be appearing at Membury  Village Hall on Wednesday 11 March at 7.30pm - tickets and details
from 01404 881291 ; at Clyst Hydon Village Hall on Thursday 12 March at 7.30pm - tickets from 01884

277338; at Talaton Parish Hallon Saturday 14 March at 7.30pm - tickets from 01404 822666. There will be a
licensed bar at all  of these venues and there will be food available at Clyst Hydon and Talaton.

This tour of dates has been organised by Villages in Action. For full programme of all events this spring go to
www.villagesinaction.co.uk or telephone 01363 773660.
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Air quality in Honiton

For the majority of people, air pollution levels in the UK are
unlikely to cause any serious health effects. However, certain
sensitive individuals who are more susceptible to respiratory
problems may feel the effects of poorer air quality. This will
inclu de people suffering from asthma or bronchitis and
applies particularly to very young and elderly patients.

Every Council is under a legal duty to periodically review and
assess air q uality within its area and the G overnment has set
out certain air quality standards that must be achieved.
Whilst national and international measures will comfortably
achieve these objectives in most locations, there will be some areas where an additional local air quality
management strategy becomes necessary.

The law does not  provide for local discretion in this respect and those locations with poorer air quality must
be designated as Air Quality Management Areas (AQMASs) and are subject to active management with the
publication of an Action Plan.

East Devonds mo s tic review and assegsmenti obair quality indicates that in part of Honiton,
the air quality standard for nitrogen dioxide is unlikely to be achieved and some local air quality
management is likely to be necessary.

Nationally road transport is estimated to be responsible for about 50% of total emissions of nitrogen oxides
(NO,) with power statio ns contributing another 25%. It is not surprising that in Honiton, because of the
domination of traffic sources, mean nitrogen dioxide levels are highest close to bus iest roads.

Currently, around 200 local authorities in the UK have designated parts or the whole of their district as an

AQMA. Many of these have been declared for exceedences of the NO , objective and this is in the main due

to road transport emissions. T he sources of emissions are either local authority roads, or the strategic road

network regulated by the Highway s Agency in England and Wales. There are already 13
Devon.

Officers are currently preparing a detailed report for consideration by Members. Local Air Quality
Management is designed to be used as a tool to improve air quality locally.  AQMAs have to be identified in
any local authority plan where policies and actions may impact on efforts to reduce the air quality
concentrations loca Ily. New developments in AQMAs have to be sensitive to the need to ensure air quality

is not compromised.

The recent publ i c inqguiry regarding a supermar ket os pr
objections were raised due to the predicted increas es in traffic. Local transport planning should serve as
one of the main mechanisms for improving local air quality through transport and traffic related measures.

As the declaration of the AQMA primarily arises because of transport pollution, as a local authority we have
the opportunity to work closely with the Highways Agency and Devon County Council Highways to integrate
our action plan into the Local Transport Plan. This approach will s upport closer alignment of the C ounci

transport and air quality policies and the involvement of all relevant expertise in tackling the problem.

Andrew Ennis (Environmental Health Manager - Environmental Protection )
( 01395571583 Email : aennis@eastdevon.gov.uk

Decentralisation Green Paper

The Local Government Association (LGA) ha@resenPapes pdoontmleShift: t o
Returning Power to Local Communities G The LGA welcome s this Paper and the stated aim to give

more power to local councils and people. The L Ghdlse Day briefing  sets out initial reactions to the
main proposals.
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BBC Inside Out: Wednesday 25 February 2009

O TR Y g

The BBCO6s Inside Out programme is scheduled to feature s
Council 6s exciting plans for this stunning reserve. Wi |
Fraser Rush, EDDCO6s Nat uabeu tRehsoew vtelse OfxXe cWet | ands projec
existing Local Nature Reserves at Seaton Marshes and Colyford Common) will deliver a regionally

important nature reserve for wildlife and people. The programme will feature:

¢ Work that the Countryside Te am has been doing at Bl ack Hol e Mateds h
wetland on the Axe Estuary. A saltwater lagoon and islands have been created for wading birds to roost
on along with a new freshwater reed bed for priority species such as Reed Bunting and Reed Warbler.

C The instalment of a unique self -regu lating tide gate (ani  nternational first!) that has been developed by
the Environment Agency to ensure salty water enters the site, whilst still preventing flooding of the
adjacent land;

¢ The work of the  Axe Bird Ringers group, who operate on our reserves and help to record the numbers and
rarity of many of t he Estuaryod6s existing population
overwintering birds that are being attracted by the new habitat being ¢ reated on the Axe Estuary by EDDC;

¢ The importance of the Seaton Tram Company , in enabling the public to access the Axe Estuary to see
the diversity of wildlife ~ , and bringing new audiences to the Axe Wetlands to understand the importance
of t he Es tiguaecgsystemsu n

The programme ison  Wednesday 25 February  at 7.30pm.

News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)

4 Mobile broadband to speed up rural internet? 4 Rural pubs offered £5,000 to

Mobile broadband could be used to speed up rural internet diversify

connections. Telecom watchdog Ofcom wants Vodafone and Rural publicans are
02 to allow another operator to provide wireless rural broad - being offered £5,000 to
band. The move followsa  Government pledge that all citizens diversify and offer
would be guaranteed broadband access of 2Mbps by 2012. community services.

The cash boost is

4 Rural areas bear brunt of fuel poverty available under the

Fuel poverty is worst in the countryside, Suffolk Rural Economy Scheme, which is
reveal Government figure s. Rates of fuel administered by Suffolk County Council.
poverty - defined as households which Landlords are being encouraged to use the
spend more than 10% of their income on money to start offering grocery or

keeping warm - are twice as high in rural newsagent services, or meals on wheels.

areas compared with urban areas. The figures were
released by the G overnment in response to a parliamentary
question by Lib Dem MP Roger Williams.

Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors
and Council staff) can gain free and full access to
RSN Online by registering .
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