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Meeting  DSO  Date  Time  Location  

Asset Management 
Forum  

CL Monday 25 January  9.30pm  CANCELLED 

Licensing & Enforcement 
Sub Committee  

CL Tuesday 26 January  9.30am  CANCELLED 

East and Mid Devon 
Crime and Disorder 
Scrutiny Panel  

DM Wednesday 27 January  10.00am  Committee Room  

Overview & Scrutiny Co -
ordinating Committee  
including  draft Service 
Plans & Budget  

DM Wednesday 27 January  6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Local Development 
Framework Panel  

HJ Friday 29 January  10.00am  Council Chamber  

Rates Consultation  CL Monday 1 February  6.30pm  CANCELLED 

Licensing & Enforcement 
Sub Committee  

CL Tuesday 2 February  9.30am  Council Chamber  

Overvi ew and Scrutiny 
Co-ordinating C ttee 
Special meeting re: 
Local Development 
Framework  issues  

DM Tuesday 2 February  6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Recycling and Refuse 
Partnership Board  

RP Wednesday 3 February  10.00am  Room 1  

East Devon Business 
Forum AGM  

CL Thursday 4 February  6.00pm  
East Devon 
Business Centre  

The Knowledge  

Photo taken at Bicton by Pete Johns  

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/
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Democratic Services Officers:  

 Diana Vernon 
 01395 517541 

Christopher Holland 
01395 517543 

Hannah Jarvis 
01395 517542 

Chris Lane 
01395 517544 

Debbie Meakin 
01395 517540 

Rachel Perram 
 01395 517542 

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services if they are unable to attend a meeting so 

that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please donôt forget to check your pigeon holes whenever you are 

visiting Knowle. If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the 

relevant Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).   

Click here  to view agendas and minutes on the Councilôs website. Click here  to view pla nning applications online.  

 

Portfo lio Holder sô decision s  

Decision s by Portfolio Holder s   Members are notified of the following decision s 

Environment  

Graham Brown  

Price increases for beach huts and beach hut sites 2010/11  

Agreeing to the following  increases t o beach hut and beach hut sites :  

Location  Hut/Site  

Number 

of 

Huts/  

Sites  

Season 

Cost 

2009/10 

Ex Vat  

% 

Inc  

Season  

Cost  

2010/11  

Ex Vat  

 

Potential 

Maximum  

Turnover  

Beer  Site E & W  44  £126.70  25%  £158.40   £6,969.60  

Site ES  12  £211.25  25%  £264.05   £3,168.60  

Budleigh  Timber Hut  49  £392.70  2%  £400.50   £19,624.50  

Site  94  £175.00  25%  £218.75   £20,562.50  

Concession 

TIC (Seasonal)  
6 Large  £530.00  2%  £540.60  

Max 

15% 

com  

£3,243.60  

Concession  

TIC  (Seasonal)  
6 Small  £512.00  2%  £522.25  

Max 

15% 

com  

£3,133.50  

Exmouth 

Chalets  
 20  £899.00  2%  £917.00   £18,340.00  

Exmouth  Timber Hut inc 

winter period  
93  £525.00  Nil  £525.00   £48,825.00  

Concession 

TIC (Seasonal)  
12  £513.00  Nil  £513.00  

Max 

15% 

com  

£6,156.00  

Seaton E  Site  42  £175.00  25%  £218.75   £9,187.50  

Seaton W  Site  45  £175.00  25%  £218.75   £9,843.75  

Huts  31  £434.50  2%  £443.20   £13,739.20  

Concession  

TIC  (Seasonal)  
4 £530.00  2%  £540.60  

Max 

15% 

com  

£2,162.40  

Sidmouth  Timber Hut  14  £476.70  2%  £486.25   £6,807.50  
 

Communities  

Jill Elson  

 

Request for variation to a restrictive covenant to allow the owner of the former 

Council house at 1 Joslin Road, Honiton to construct one additional three bedroom 

semi detached house attached to 1 Joslin Road, Honiton  

That in accordance with past practice,  the request be agreed on terms and conditions to be 

negotiated with the Property Services Manager, for a deed of variation, to allow the 

construction of one additional end terrace dwelling attached to the former Council house at 

1 Joslin Road, Honiton.  

The above decision s will become effective on 28  January 2010 at 9.00am unless ñcalled inò. The 

published procedure for a ñcall-inò is on pages 135- 137 of the Council Constitution, or contact 

Democratic Services for assistance or explanation.  

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/your_council/councillors_and_meetings/committee_minutes_and_agendas.htm
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/publicaccess/


 
Page 3  22 January 2010  ž Issue 34 200 9/20 10  ž Produced by Democratic Services 

 

Devon Welfar e Rights Unit  

 

 

 

The  2008 -2009 Annual Report from Devon Welfare Rights Unit has now been published online:  

http://www.dwru.org/annualreports.html  

Devon Welfare Rights Unit was established in 1989 by Citizens Advice with funding from Devon County Council to 

provide support services to Devon organisations whose work involves advising people about entitlement to benefits.  

 

New partnership to deal with garden waste  

A new partnership between EDDC and Otter Rotters will see the expansion of a garden waste collection 

service for residents in towns and villages in East Devon.   

From February to November each year, residents in Dunkeswell, Feniton, Honiton, Newton Poppleford, 

Ottery St Mary, Payhembury , Sidbury, Sidford, Sidmouth, Talaton, Tipton St Joh n, West Hill, and Whimple 

have taken part in the highly regarded fortnightly kerbside service provided by Otter Rotters ï a not - for -

profit community enterprise. The service is offered on a pay per use bas is, with all the garden waste being 

recycled sustainably in a traditional windrow system close to where it has been produced.  

From February, the scheme will be extended to Axminster, Seaton, Colyton and Colyford -  areas in the first 

phase of the roll -out of EDDCôs new refuse and recycling scheme.  

EDDC will support Otter Rotters in recognition of their recycling initiatives which will help maintain the 

service. Otter Rotters, in turn, will be able to provide a much -needed service to households which ensures 

less  green waste goes to landfill. T he by -product of the composting process is a natural, nutrient rich soil 

improver that is made available to the community for growing local produce.   

The partnership will enable the company to continue with its i nvestment in community activities such as 

the community orchard it has planted and 

manages, and it will have the longer - term 

support needed to provide additional 

sustainable employment, providing training 

and volunteering opportunities.   

Councillor David C ox, EDDCôs Portfolio Holder 

for StreetScene, said: ñThis partnership 

makes both env ironmental and economic 

sense. It will enable Otter Rotters to provide 

employment for local people, as well as 

fulfilling our commitment to a more 

environmentally sustainabl e way of life.  I 

hope, if this extended scheme proves as 

popular as I think it will, that we will be able 

to roll -out the service to all parts of East Devon.ò 

Full details of the scheme may be found on EDDCôs website at www.eastdevon.gov.uk or on Otter Rotterôs 

website at www.otterrotters.co.uk . 

Photo: Cllr Cox visited the re -cycling centre run by Otter Rotters at Fenny Bridges on 18 January.  In the back of the truck is 

one of the street -side collection bags the group use, and bags of the garden compost that they produce and sell. Left to right: 

Roger Taylor (Director), Cllr David Cox, Mandy Jennings (Director), Fergus Clark, Paul Darlow and Paul Bastyan.  

http://www.dwru.org/annualreports.html
http://www.otterrotters.co.uk/
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Bogus calls start again  

East Devon residents are again being urged to beware of bogus telephone 

callers, posing as council officers.  EDDC has been approached by a number of 

residents who have been targeted, initially by a man with a foreign accent, 

followed up by a call from a woman  wi th an English accent. In all cases, the 

callers  claimed to be from the C ouncil, saying that the resident may be eligible 

for a Council Tax refund.  

The bogus callers appear to know the name and address of the victimsô banks, 

and they ask for their three -digit credit card security code number before 

explaining they would be sent a form to complete, to process the claim. All the residents who have 

contacted the Council became suspicious and ended the call without divulging the security number.  

Councillor And rew Moulding, EDDC Portfolio Holder Resources, says: ñIf you are contacted by someone 

that you are unsure about, please donôt be tricked under any circumstances. Officers at EDDC do telephone 

customers, but would never ask them for a  credit card security n umber over the telephone . If you 

are in any doubt, finish the call straight awayò. 

The Council is asking all residents to be vigilant and not to divulge private information.  

Residents are urged to report any suspect calls to EDDCôs Revenues Manager, Libby Jarrett, on 01395 517 

446 or email revenues@eastdevon.gov.uk . You can also call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.  

For further information about how to avoid becoming the victim of a scam, visit Devon County Coun cil 

Trading Standard's 'Scamwise'  campaign.  

 

News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency)  

4 The state of happiness: report  

The Young Foundation and 

the IDeA have published a 

new report. 'The State of 

Happiness' describes how 

practical wellbeing projects 

across the co untry are 

delivering economic and 

social benefits. It also 

examines happiness and wellbeing in the context of 

public policy. Read the report and consider, in the 

face of difficult public spending choices, how 

wellbeing projects can benefit your local commu nity.  

4 Plain English: exclusive interview with 

David Crystal  

David Crystal is Honorary Professor of Linguistics at 

Bangor University. Last July he gave evidence to the 

Publi c Administration Committee on the óuse and 

abuse of official languageô. In this exclusive 

interview he answers some of our questions on the 

history, the future and the present challenges of 

using plain English.  

 

4 Itôs all in the taste: healthy eating 

Can healthy eating be enjoyable? Cheltenham 

Borough Council believes it can be and has 

teamed up with the local primary care trust (PCT) 

to give healthy eating a makeover with the focus 

on fun. Read how an after -school club teaches 

children how to make simple, nutritious dishes 

and also provides a range of activities and games 

for the youngsters.  

4 Housing: more homes, more 

affordable  

Discover how local authorities have 

enthusiastically embraced the 

second round of bidding for the 

Governmentôs council house 

building programme. The 73 

successful councils are set  to 

receive £230m of funding to build 

1,900 new homes. Explore the scope of the 

significant schemes, from Bolsoverôs bungalow 

project to Readingôs care scheme initiative. 

 

 

 

mailto:revenues@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/economyenterprise/tradingstandards/tsinitiatives/getscamwise.htm
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/47445/86948/7644/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/47445/86948/7648/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/47445/86948/7648/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/47445/86948/7648/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/47445/86948/7649/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/47445/86948/7650/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/47445/86948/7650/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/47445/86948/7650/0/
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News from the Blackdown Hills  

As an upland  Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty ( AONB), the Blackdown Hills has been affected by severe 

winter conditions over the past few weeks.  However,  a strong community spirit is one of the things that 

characterizes the area and helps local  people cope in such adverse times.  

This year we are all be ing encouraged to do our bit for Biodiversity  and you can take part in one of the 

many  work parties aimed at conserving habitats for the important species that thrive here.  If you prefer to 

stay indoors in the cold weather, why not join in  a nestbox buildi ng workshop and provide a home for 

native garden birds.  The AONB team look forward to seeing you soon.  Take a look at the forthcoming 

events: Blackdown Hills AONB Events Diary   

International Year of Biodiversity  

2010  has been 

designated International 

Year of Biodiversity (IYB) 

by the United Nations. 

Biodiversity is the variety of life on Earth.  The 

health of  all life on the planet  depends on this 

variety as the different species of plants and 

animals all have a role to play. Humans are an 

integral part of the  web of life, but currently our 

activities are destroying  biodiversity at  an alarming 

rate.   The Blackdown Hills AONB has signed up to 

IYB 2010 and will be hosting events  aimed at 

promo ting an understan ding of the biodiversity of 

the Blackdowns and what we can do to protect it.  

For more information contact the AONB office on 

01823 680681 or click on the Events Diary link.  

Parish Biodiversity Audits  

The AONB  has commissioned Dr David Alle n 

to  produce reports on the biodiversity of six 

Blackdown Hills parishes. These will  include 

distribution maps showing areas of important 

habitat or notable species and ideas for nature 

conservation action that the local community might 

like to pursue. Pro jects,  such as  the eradication of 

Himalayan Balsam from water courses, or erecting 

a series of barn -owl or dormice boxes with the help 

of the local school, could potentially be funded 

through the AONB's Sustainable Development 

Fund.  The AONB team will be o n hand to advise 

and work with parishes to turn ideas into practical 

projects. www.devon.gov.uk/parishaudits.htm  

Long - eared owl Survey  

The Forestry Commission  and the 

Hawk and Owl Trust have formed a 

partnership that aims to find out 

more about long -eared owls in the 

Neroche area. Volunteers, led by 

Chris Sperring, will be carrying out 

surveys to discover just how many 

breeding pairs there are of this rare nocturnal  bird. 

The surveys will begin in mid -February and will 

involve playing recordings of the owls' calls to 

encourage any nearby birds to respond. All data 

will be made available to the British Trust  for 

Orthithology.  

Space Odyssey  in Blackdown Hills Schools  

Simon Ould, local 

astronomer, and the 

AONB have teamed up to 

help school children  to 

benefit from the dark 

skies of the Blackdown 

Hills. Children from 

Hemyock  school were given a fascinating hi - tech 

tour of the solar system in Simon's amazing mobile 

plane tarium. The AONB hopes to bring the 

presentation to other schools in the area to raise 

awareness that the Blackdown Hills is one of the 

best places in the south west to view consellations 

and other objects in  the night sky. The AONB is 

also holding public Stargazing events featuring the  

planetarium. ( 01823 680681 or  click on the 

Events Diary link for more information.  

 

New documents in the Membersô Area  

 

Feedback from outside bodies  

Ç East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership Meeting ï Agenda for the meeting to be held on 

Wednesday 27 January at Knowle  

The above document is  in the óFeedback from Outside Bodiesô file on the bookcase in the Membersô Area. 

http://www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk/calendar.htm
http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GLink.asp?LID=Mjk2MzgwMSwxMjM3ODQ4NDM=
http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GLink.asp?LID=Mjk2Mzc5OSwxMjM3ODQ4NDM=
http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GLink.asp?LID=Mjk2MzgwMiwxMjM3ODQ4NDM=
http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GLink.asp?LID=Mjk2MzgwMywxMjM3ODQ4NDM=
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Recycling roadshows  

With less than two months to go before the next stage in a major change 

to  household recycling and waste collections in East Devon, a series of 

information roadshows is to be held in towns and villages to ensure that 

everyone understands how the new system will work.   

EDDCôs recycling exhibition will be touring the Phase 3 area starting on 

Monday 25 January in Honiton  (see table below) . Posters advertising the 

events have been distributed to Town and Parish Councils for display in the new area so householders are 

aware of the dates and locations of the roadshows.  

Manning the roa dshows will be EDDC officers and Ward Members, who will be able to demonstrate the new 

equipment and answer questions that people may have about the new service, which is set to further 

improve East Devonôs contribution to saving the planet. In the Axe Valley, where the system was 

introduced in August 2008, it is working smoothly and has raised the recycling rate to over 50%.  

Taster leaflets introducing the new service have been distributed to Phase 3 households and containers for 

food waste and landfill wa ste have been delivered to homes. In some streets, issues around the size and 

positioning of wheeled bins are being worked out through negotiation with householders. Some residents 

are being provided with gull -proof sacks as an alternative to wheeled bins.  

A further A5 leaflet, giving much more detailed information about the new service and including a calendar 

showing collection dates, is about to be delivered to every home in the affected area.  In brief, the change 

will mean:  weekly collections of recycli ng materials (currently fortnightly) ; n ew weekly collections of food 

waste ; f ortnightly collections of landfill waste .  Food waste  will be taken to the Holsworthy  Bio Gas Plant in 

North Devon ï an anaerobic digestion plant where it is turned into a gas that generates electricity for the 

National Grid.  

Starting in January, each household will be receiving a delivery of three new waste containers:  a small 

food waste caddy for the kitchen ; a  larger food waste container to put out by the kerbside ; a  wheeled bin 

for other waste to go to landfill ï again to be put out by the kerbside . The bins supplied to households are 

manufactured in the UK and the new fleet of recyclin g and waste collection vehicles conform to the very 

latest European exhaust emission standards.  

All households should already have a green box for recycling and residents should carry on using these in 

the same way as before ï with important changes from 2 4 March:  recycling will be collected weekly ; 

residents wi ll be able to recycle plastic bottles in addition to the items previously put out; l andfill waste will 

be collected fortnightly in the new wheeled bin .   

In addition to the roadshows and the leaflet c ampaign ï printed on recycled and recyclable paper ï EDDCôs 

website  contains full detai ls of the changes. There is also a telephone helpline: 01395 571 515  and 

members of EDDCôs StreetScene team will be available to speak to or visit residents who have any 

concerns about the new system, or perhaps have special needs.  

Day  Date  Time  Location  

Monday  25 January  12:00 -  18:00  Senior Citizens Centre (Honiton Town Hall)  

Tuesday  26 January  10.00 -  12.00  Dunkeswell Village Hall  

Tuesday  26 January  14.00 -  16.00  Stockland Village Hall  

Wednesday  27 January  10.00 -  12.00  Feniton Village Hall  

Thursday  28 January  10.00 -  12.00  Offwell Village Hall  

Thursday  28 January  14.00 -  16.00  Wilmington Village Hall  

Friday  29 January  10.00 -  12.00  Dalwood Village Hall  

Friday  29 January  14.00 -  16.00  Broadhembury Village Hall  

 
 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/recycling_and_refuse
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Find out more about funding  

 4 Warm Front  

The Warm Front scheme provides 

owner occupier or privately rented 

households in receipt of some kinds of 

benefits with a package of insulation 

and/or heating measures up to a 

maximum value of £3,500 (or £ 6,000 

where oil, low carbon or renewable technologies are 

recommended). Click above for more information or  

( 0800 3162805  

4 Energy efficiency  

Ç To get advice about making your home more energy 

efficient, including grants you may be entitled to 

contact the Energy Savings Trust Advice Centre on 

0800 512012.  

Ç If you are a community organisation and would like 

support with community based sustainable energy 

projects please call the Energy Saving Trustôs Green 

Communities team on 0844 848 0077.  

Ç If you are a public, not - for -profit  or private sector 

organisation and would like to discuss how your 

organisation can save energy call the Carbon Trust 

on 0800 085 2005 or visit the Carbon Trust's 

website.   

4 Boiler Scrappage Scheme  

Residents could get £400 off a new A - rated 

boiler or renewable heat technology when they 

scrap their old, inefficient G - rated boiler. The 

Government is offering up to 125,000 

households the chance to apply for these 

cashback vouchers. Click above f or more 

information  or ( 0800 512012.   

4 Replacing old boilers with a new 

system  

If you are looking to 

replace your old boiler 

with a heat pump, 

biomass boiler, or 

solar hot water system you may  be eligible 

for a grant of up to £2,500 towards 

installation. The deadline for applications is 

due to be in late March 2010. Click above to  

visit the Low Carbon Buildings website  or ( 

0800 9150990 . 

Jamie Buckley (Engagement & Funding Officer)  

(  01395 517 569 (or Ext 2769)  

jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk  

 

Conference -  Global Warming and Climate Change  

Friday 5 February 2010  in the Public Hall, 

Budleigh Salterton 9.30am -  5pm  

Three keynote speakers have confirmed their 

attendance at  this  conference which will  explore 

the world of climate change caused by global 

warming. Each will answer questions about his 

chosen subject. Keep an eye on the website for the latest information :  www.budleigh - festival.org.uk . 

Ç David Braine ,  BBC TV Weather Presenter , compares short and seasonal forecasting challenges facing 

the meteorologist and the pressure on "getting it right" . 

Ç Ed Hawkins ,  Climate Researcher from  the University of Reading , sifts and interprets the latest 

evidence  that persuades G overnment that we face a huge challenges .   

Ç Steve Hayfield  from EDF Energy, the country's largest energy provider , talks about 

the problems of forecasting and delivering energy and what we ca n do to help . 

Tickets £12 for the day  ( includes coffee & tea. Fish'n'chip lunches may be ordered ).  

Box Office at the TIC 01395 445275  

 
 
 

http://www.warmfront.co.uk/
http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/default.ct
http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/default.ct
http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/default.ct
http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/default.ct
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Home-improvements-and-products/Heating-and-hot-water/Boiler-Scrappage-Scheme
http://www.lowcarbonbuildings.org.uk/
http://www.lowcarbonbuildings.org.uk/
http://www.lowcarbonbuildings.org.uk/
mailto:jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.budleigh-festival.org.uk/
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Celebrating Seatonôs Natural Environment 

Seaton Visitor Centre Trust (SVCT) have organised a free event  at Seaton Town Hall  

on 24  February from 6pm to 8pm . 

This event will celebrate the natural environment we liv e in and that many people 

visit. The  inspirational speakers are:  Denys Brunsden, Jurassic Coast  Trust -  Prof  

Brunsden will talk of  what inspired him to striv e for World Heritage Site status for the 

Jurassic Coast ; Sam Rose, Jurassic Coast  Team -  Samôs focus will be on what 

makes Seatonôs natural environment unique along the Jurassic Coast and the role of 

its Visitor Centre a s one of the óString of Pearlsô; Kat e Tobin, EDDC Wetlands 

project -  Kate will give an update on the progress being made in the Axe Estuary 

and Wetlands, including its sig nificance to the Visitor Centre; Tracey Guiry, Project Manager of the 

Exmo uth and Seaton Visitor Centres -  Tracey will up date us on the Seaton Visitor Centre project ; 

Donald Campbell, AONB and Trustee of the SVCT and Exmouth and Seaton Visitor Centre Board -  

Donald will link the various initiatives together, relating to Seatonôs natural environment and explain the 

vision of how the Seaton Visitor Centre will be the hub.  

There will also be t able -top displays, entitled ñWhat we love about Seatonôs natural environmentò - 

competition entries from a variety of community 

groups . In addition there will be a n announcement of a 

summe r long photographic competition, ñInspirationò, 

for all ages. People should enter their own photos, 

depicting what inspires them abou t Seatonôs natural 

environment. They could capture a scene, feature, 

wildlife or a mixture of all. The winnersô photos will be 

used for the 2011 SVCT calendar and may be chosen 

for a new Jurassic Coast book.  

There will be time, before and after the speakers, to 

judge table - top competition entries, look at the 

information displays and meet with the guest speakers, 

representat ives of the SVCT, Wetlands, Natural 

England, Jurassic Coast Team, architects and internal design specialists and other partners, working hard 

to create the vision of the Seaton Visitor Centre.  

For more information, contact 01297 21056 . http://www.seatonvis itorcentretrust.org/index.html   

Photo: Debbie Meakin  

 

News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)  

4 óSell church land for rural housingô 

The Church of England is being 

urged to sell land and buildings to 

provide thousands of affordable rural 

homes.  Up to 10,000 affordable 

homes could be built if churches 

leased or sold land, said the National 

Housing Federation.  If each of the 

9,600 rural Anglican churches sold 

or leased land, a tenth of the 100,000 affordable 

homes needed could be delivered, it said.  

 

4 Warning over rural spending cuts  

Rural communities must not be unfairly 

penalised by any public spending cuts, a 

Government watchdog has warned.  

Pressure on the public purse means tax 

increases and spending cuts are widely 

expected following the forthcoming General 

Election.  The Commissio n for Rural 

Communities said rural representatives should 

consider these challenges and act on them now 

where possible.  

 

 

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/communities/sell-church-land-for-rural-housing.html
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/politics/warning-over-rural-spending-cuts.html
http://www.seatonvisitorcentretrust.org/index.html
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News from RSN (continued)  

4 Watchdog ówonôt help small shopsô 

Plans for a supermarket watchdog will do little for 

smaller independent shops, say campaigners.  Proposals 

to establish a supermarket ombudsman were unveiled by 

the G overnment on 13 January . Small suppliers will 

finally be given protection but the Forum of Private 

Business said further measures were needed to help 

smaller shops.  

4 Weather alerts for rural residents  

A county council init iative aims to keep 

local residents informed about how the 

weather is affecting rural services.  Winter 

alert bulletins provide instant information 

about school closures, road closures, 

flood alerts and other emergencies.  The 

system was launched by Northumb erland 

County Council -  one of the local authorities hardest hit 

by Britain's big freeze.  

4 Rural lobby opposes planning levy  

Farming and rural 

organisations have jo ined 

forces to oppose a 

proposed planning levy.  

The Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

would be charged on new 

developments requiring 

planning permission.  But farm leaders argue 

that there is no uplift in land value when 

planning permission is granted for  the 

development of agricultural buildings.  

 

 

Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and 

Council staff) can gain free and full access to RSN Online 

by  registering .  

 

In the press  

4 Time to curb no - win, no - fee lawyers  

A year long investigation into the cost of 

litigation has called for an end to no -

win, no- fee bonus deals in an attempt 

to curb the spiralling costs of law suits. 

Lord Justice Jacksonôs 557 page report 

says that success fees charged by lawyers in no -win, 

no- fee cases should be capped at 25%.  

4 Childcare warning  

More than 8,000 children have been taken into care 

since the Baby Peter tragedy came to light, according 

to new figures on care referrals. The Local 

Government Association (L GA)  has warned the 

additional legal work and extra numbers in care will 

cost taxpayers £226 million this year.  

4 Lessons in parenting for all new fathers  

All new fathers are to receive 

lessons in parenting, under 

Government plans to ensure more 

men get involved in their 

childrenôs upbringing. Midwives 

will be told to involve fathers 

more, and a leaflet will be 

distributed to offer men more 

advice.  

4 Boris sets an Olympic goal for 

London to be Britain's first plastic - bag -

free city  

Shoppers will be given greater incentives to 

bring their own reusable bags and supermarkets 

may b e encouraged to charge for singe -use 

bags under plans published by Boris Johnson, 

the Mayor of London.  

4 GCSEs to go in most publi c schools  

A survey of 127 schools 

published at the 

Headmasters' and 

Headmistresses' 

Conference has revealed 

that almost all public 

schools are likely to ditch GCSEs for a tougher 

international exam based on O -levels.  

4 Opinion -  The cast - iron case for 

preventative care  

David Brindle writes in Society Guardian that 

the final evaluation report into the Partnerships 

for Older People Projects (Popps) across  29 

English council areas has proved that 

investment in preventative services more than 

pays for itself in savings.  
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