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Democratic Services Officers:

Diana Vernon Christopher Hollanc Hannah Jarvis Chris Lane Debbie Meakir Rachel Perram Alethea Thompson
01395 517541 01395 517543 01395 517542 01395 517544 01395 517540 01395 517542 01395 517540

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services whenever they are unable to attend a
meeting so that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please don’t forget to check your pigeon holes
whenever you are visiting Knowle.

If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the relevant
Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).

Click here to view agendas and minutes on the Council’s website. Click here to view planning applications online.

Chairmandés engagement s

Saturday 25 July

Chairman and Mrs Liverton to attend the Colaton Raleigh Flower and Produce Show. Chairman to hand out
prizes.

Monday 27 July

Chairman and Mrs Liverton to attend the Budleigh Salterton Festival Trust’s Friends’ Reception to celebrate
the fifth year of the Festival of Music and the Arts. London Adventist Choral Concert to provide
entertainment.

Tuesday 28 July

Chairman and Vice Chairman to attend the Sidbury Cemetery Extension Consecration.

Invitation to Councillors

4) Members have received an invitation to a reception to mark the
p official opening of Sidmouth FolkWeek 2009 and the launch of The
Hub, an exciting development which creates a vibrant new centre for

:“- a4 N 49 ..=14_3:“—“";«~
< LMMI\ ]ﬂ m&]‘@ the Festival at the Ham and Port Royal.

&

¢ FOLKVVEE  The reception will be held in the Foyer of the The Ham Hub Concert

‘ Marquee at 10.45am on Saturday 1 August. This will be followed by

a Welcome Concert. The concert is limited to Councillors, invited
guests, season and day ticket holders, and Supporters’ Club
members only. The concert will start with an overture from Dyer:Cummings from 11.30am until noon, and
will end at 1.00pm. If you wish to attend it is important that you informt he Chi ef Execut!
Jill Humphreys. This is in order to estimate the numbers attending.

A great deal of work has taken place over the last twelve months to put together this year’s festival, which
includes many major developments necessary to ensure that the Sidmouth FolkWeek remains competitive
and amongst the best events in the UK.

Jill Humphreys (PA to Chief Executive)
01395 517408 (or Ext 2608) jhumphreys@eastdevon.gov.uk

New address

Please note that ClIr Chris Gibbings will have a new address from the 1 August:

14 Redlands, Manor Road, Sidmouth, EX10 8RT.

His telephone number and email addresses will stay the same.
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News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency)

4 Equality Framework FAQs

Following the launch of the Equality Framework for
Local Government (EFLG), the IdeA has compiled
responses to some of the most common queries.
Read answers to general questions about the EFLG
as well as how to migrate to the new framework
from the previous Equality Standard and how to use
external assessments.

4 Creative industries: a guide to investing

The creative industries are
increasingly recognised as vital
to the health of the UK economy,
providing nearly two million jobs
across the country. Yet for
councils, faced with tight
resource constraints, it can be
difficult to decide how best to
promote them. This new guide
aims to help local authorities make decisions about
whether to invest in creative industries and, if so,
how.

4 'Building a Society for all Ages'

4 Culture and sport: performance
management and partnership working
The IdeA has produced new
material on performance
management and partnership
working in the culture and sport
sector. This includes a simple guide to
performance management processes and two
booklets on multi-agency partnerships. Read more
about this and other new content on offer in the
culture and sport resource.

4 Year of Healthy Communities Calendar:
July entries 2009

Read about a support group for families affected
by sickle cell disease and thalassaemia in the
Dudley area. Discover Sunderland's
garden allotment project. Workers
dance away the pounds in Ellesmere

Port and Neston, and young people are &
mentored in South Gloucestershire. (l

Councils face the challenge of huge demographic change, with a quarter of children born today anticipated
to live to reach 100 years old. The Government’s strategy, ‘Building a Society for all Ages’ welcomes
comments from authorities on proposals to respond to continuing demographic change. Key elements
include providing support to people to plan earlier for their later life and ensuring that services are suitable
when the time comes to use them. Read more on the HM Government website.

Exe Estuary news

Exe Estuary Festival -

Spirit of the Exe

Only 3 weeks to go till the Exe Estuary Festival and a last chance for
organisations / businesses / clubs / community groups to register for a
pitch. The festival is on Saturday 8 August, on the Maer in Exmouth, and
is an opportunity to showcase and celebrate the estuary and all those
involved in her daily life and vibrancy!

Alternatively add the date to your diary to remember to visit the festival.
theismed It is completely free to enter with plenty to do from live music, a comic
theatre style performance, presentations and much more. To find out more please visit the website.

Adult Cycling Courses

If you haven't cycled for a while or have never felt confident on a bicycle, there is just the scheme for you.
‘Cycle to Your Heart’s Content’ is an adult (16 and over) cycle training course aimed at
people who live, work or study in, or around, the Exe Estuary. It is ideal for people who
want to brush up on their cycle skills, go for a fun ride or even make new friends. With
parts of the Exe Estuary Trail already open and the mainly traffic free Exmouth to
Budleigh cycle path, there hasn't been a better time to get back on your bike! You can
download a leaflet here.
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What do people in East Devon want to improve?

East Devon District Council chose to take part in Bicton Common = Photo by Ben Chesters
the Sustainable Communities Act and we are now
submitting the proposal of ‘providing more
affordable housing for local people’ to the Local
Government Association (LGA).

The Act is intended to divert power and funding
from Central Government to councils and local
people to help them manage community issues at
a local level and change things for the better. The
idea is that local communities identify local issues b ;
and suggest changes in legislation, policy or a transfer of funding by Central Government that would help
to sort out the issue.

In May we sent out information (letters, leaflets and proposal forms) inviting proposals from Town and
Parish Councils, many voluntary and community groups, East Devon Local Strategic Partnership members,
the local media, Elected Members and staff. The information was also put onto the Council’'s website
alongside an on-line proposal submission form.

We received over 50 proposals. We then checked that each of the proposals met Central Government’s
strict criteria. All the proposals had to:

Improve the sustainability of the local community
Require action from Central Government
Be based within or have specific relevance to communities in East Devon.

There were a total of 26 valid proposals. Most of the invalid proposals fell down as they did not require
action from Central Government, and were instead things that could be sorted out locally.

The next stage was to involve a panel of local people. All the members of the Council’s ‘Speak Now!’
residents’ panel were invited to a meeting to prioritise the 26 valid proposals. 49 members of the
residents’ panel came along to give us their views by voting for the proposals they felt would make East
Devon more sustainable as a place to live.

After voting the priorities were clear; the proposals about ‘affordable housing for local people’ received 54
votes, followed by ‘further limiting the size and weight of delivery vehicles allowed into town centres’ with
20 votes and also ‘stopping the closure of any more rural Post Offices’ with 20 votes.

At a meeting of the Council’s Executive Board on 15 July Elected Members decided to put all EDDC’s weight
behind submitting the top proposal - to provide more affordable housing for local people. This proposal will
be sent to the LGA by 31 July 2009 for them to make the decisions on which proposals will go forward to
the next stage.

The proposals from the LGA will be sent to the Secretary of State for final decisions to be made. The Act
requires him to co-operate with the LGA ‘and try to reach agreement’ on proposals. The Secretary of State
also has to publish reasons for decisions on the proposals.

At the moment there is no obligation in the Act for Central Government to ask for proposals more than
once, which has now been done. An amendment to the Act has been proposed that will require them to
ensure that it's an ongoing process. Elected Members have recommended that we support this amendment
by writing to our local MP.

To find out even more about the Sustainable Communities Act visit:
Local Works
The Local Government Association
The Department for Communities and Local Government

Jamie Buckley (Engagement & Funding Officer)
01395 517569 (or Ext 2769) jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
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News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)

4 Defra unveils rural broadband 4 Police hitch lift with rural library
package Rural police in North Yorkshire are pounding the beat
L. The Government has unveiled by hitching a lift with a mobile library. The Ryedale
B 'o a £2.6m funding package for Police Safer Neighbourhood Team finds travelling with
g rural broadband. Funding will the library ideal for meeting a cross-section of rural
' be allocated to the provision of residents. Libraries run by North Yorkshire County

rural broadband infrastructure, Council aim to increase access to services by working
said rural affairs minister Jim Fitzpatrick. It will with a range of agencies.
be delivered through regional development
agencies under the Rural Development
Programme for England (RDPE).

Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and Council
staff) can gain free and full access to RSN Online by registering.

New documents int he Me mber s6 Ar ea

Devon Renaissance - A copy of the results of the latest Devon Renaissance business survey is
available in the Members’ Area.

East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) - Copies of the Annual Review 2008-09
are now available in the Members’ Area. Included are details of £2.4million investment into the rural
economy and market towns over the next 4 years across both the East Devon and Blackdown Hills
AONBs through the *Making it Local’ funding programme. The Review is also available online.

Outstanding - This is the latest issue of the magazine which covers all Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.

Feedback from outside bodies

Urban Commission Steering Committee - Agenda and associated papers for the meeting to be held
at Local Government House, London on 22 July 2009.

The above document is in the ‘Feedback from Outside Bodies’ file on the bookcase in the Members’ Area.

Exmouth Art Group

The annual summer exhibition of Exmouth Art Group runs from 30 July to 15 August at the
Owen Building on the Rolle College Campus. Over 100 artists will submit work for selection
and this will be the first year that 3D works are included. The exhibition is open from 10am to
6pm on weekdays and 10am to 4.30pm at weekends. Entrance is by catalogue at the door -
50p. Full details are available on the art group website.

£2.5million funding to deliver zero carbon new community at Cranbrook

Following the release of the UK’s Renewable Energy Strategy, the Government has announced a boost of
£2.5million towards making the new community at Cranbrook, to the East of Exeter, a ‘zero carbon’
development.

The funding, which comes as part of the Government’s Housing Stimulus Package, will go towards district
heating and a combined heat and power plant (CHP), which is powered from locally-sourced, sustainable
wood fuel. This would serve the whole community at Cranbrook and would mean reduced energy bills and
unlimited hot water. Continued...
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£2.5million funding (continued)

It is estimated that the installation of biomass district heating and a CHP plant in the Growth Area to
generate electricity and heat for the first 2900 homes at Cranbrook, could provide an estimated 10,000
tonnes of CO, saving a year.

The recent announcements move Exeter and East Devon Growth Point a step closer to delivering
Cranbrook and their vision of providing long term sustainable housing growth. Although there are other
district heating and low carbon schemes around the England, Cranbrook could be the first to install a
combined heating and power scheme on this scale.

In response to the funding announcement Councillor Sara Randall Johnson, Leader of EDDC said:

“From day one we have been committed to the Government’s sustainability strategy and to delivering
Cranbrook to the highest code level for sustainable homes that we can achieve. Yes, it has obvious benefits
for the planet but, on a more local and personal level, it means real help for real people. Affordable
housing is not just about the cost of buying the bricks and mortar. This scheme will help people keep their
carbon emissions down, but it will also keep their fuel bills down - which gives them greater certainty
about their outgoings and peace of mind in their budgeting. Sustainability remains at the heart of the
Cranbrook development and I am delighted that the Homes and Communities Agency recognise our
endeavours by offering this contribution to the CHP Plant”.

The New Community Partners continue to work towards commencement of development at the turn of the
year and look forward to the delivery of the first much needed new private and affordable new homes
during 2010.

Full article can be found at:

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/communications and consultation.htm?newsid=251

Lesley Crocker (Growth Point Communications Officer)
01392 365121 Icrocker@eastdevon.gov.uk

Report from Alex Barry - a work experience placement with EDDC

During my week’s work experience within Legal, Licensing and Democratic Services, I had the opportunity
to speak to the newly selected Chairman of East Devon District Council, Councillor Graham Liverton about
his role, as well as the issues being faced by young people in the district.

The Chairman spoke of his duty to be “the face of East Devon” at civic events and how he planned to use
the role to “bring the council to the people.” He feels privileged to be able to represent the district at public
events, such as a Royal Marine thanksgiving service at Exeter Cathedral. He also spoke of his responsibility
to chair the Council in a non-political, fair way, so that members from all parties have the ability to best
represent the people of East Devon.

Councillor Liverton suggested that one way in which the Council could improve
would be to communicate more effectively with the public, therefore allowing
groups which do not usually get involved, to have their say. He mentioned his
plans to invite young people to meetings to explain how it feels to be a young
resident of East Devon, beginning with asking the local member of Youth
Parliament to give a presentation at the next full council meeting. He also plans
to invite a large group of young people to at least one meeting a year to act as a
forum for them to have their say.

I discussed with the Chairman the issues experienced by young people in East Devon, and how they could
be dealt with. We both agreed that jobs and housing are two of the biggest problems faced by the young
people in the area, especially during the current economic climate, and Councillor Liverton spoke of the
need for affordable housing in the district, so that those born here could afford to stay here. Continued...
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Report from Alex Barry (continued)

When discussing the lack of involvement of young people in democracy, he said that if young people have
something to say they should “knock hard at the door”, and that councillors are more than willing to listen
to their views. He also suggested that the way in which the recent MPs’ expenses scandal has raised the
profile of politics, could have led to more young people becoming interested.

The great things which are being achieved by children and young people in the area were discussed and
how this was a step towards improving the stereotype of the youth in the media. Councillor Liverton said
that ‘tolerance’” would be the best word to describe what was needed so that young and old could live
alongside one another in the district; he mentioned how the two groups are unequal in what they have and
what they need, but how they are both of equal importance.

The Chairman spoke of the ever changing leisure needs of young people throughout the district. He used
the example of how youth provision had changed within Sidmouth during his time as a member of the
town council, from him starting up the ‘Loft Club’ over 15 years ago, to the town council recently obtaining
shelters to set up a youth cafe. Both Councillor Liverton and I agreed that accessibility was an issue for
those living outside the towns, and that all young people in the area should be able to take part in such
projects.

Following meeting the Chairman, I was extremely impressed by Councillor Liverton’s positive attitude
towards local government after spending 20 years on the District Council and was inspired by the work he
has done for the district over this time.

In the press

4 Plain English down the pan 4 New localism needed

New signs on public toilets labelling them
an “ambulant urinal” and “unisex
ambulant facility” have left residents
y puzzled and anti-jargon campaigners
i demanding that they be taken down. The
head of commercial services at Tewkesbury Borough
Council is quoted, admitting that the wording was
“slightly confusing”.

4 Plea to freeze business rates as shops lie
vacant

One in eight town centre shops now lies vacant,
according to the British Retail Consortium,
prompting calls for the government to freeze
business rates to help restore the health of the High
Street.

4 New mental health scheme for the over-
50s

Care Services Minister,
Phil Hope, has announced
that allotments and
computer training could be
offered to the over-50s to
help them maintain good mental health. The
campaign ‘New Horizons' will include a consultation
process and bring together agencies including the
NHS, schools and the criminal justice system.

Writing in the Guardian, Professor Vernon
Bogdanor, says that the Constitutional Reform
Bill does not go far enough and calls for 'a new
localism'.

4 Taxman is £22bn out of pocket

Tax receipts have plunged by £22
billion in 12 months, dramatically
increasing the likelihood of large-
scale tax rises and spending cuts.
Figures from HM Revenue and

Customs showed a fall of almost 5%.

4 Manchester heads council revolution

It may no longer lead the world as it did in its
Victorian heyday but Manchester is in the
vanguard of a revolution in local government that
politicians hope will give the country's
conurbations the independence to lead Britain out
of recession. In the budget, Alistair Darling,
chancellor, named Manchester and Leeds as
'pilot’ city regions that could negotiate for
devolved powers from the government. John
Denham, communities secretary, heralded 'the
biggest single transfer of power to local
government in a generation' as he outlined some
of the plans.
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In the press

4 Failing youth offending teams could be
taken over

Justice Secretary, Jack Straw, has introduced new
powers that could see teams of experts taking over
failing youth offending teams and removing ineffective
staff. The Local Government Association (LGA)
criticised the announcement, saying that councils had
not been consulted. Clir Les Lawrence, the LGA's
spokesperson for children and young people was
quoted: "Youth Offending Teams are doing crucial work
preventing and dealing with crime carried out by
children. Proposed changes to give intervention powers
to national government are completely

unnecessary." The announcement coincided with one
from Children's Secretary, Ed Balls, who stated that
thousands of the worst families in the country will be
put in ‘sin bins' in a bid to change bad behaviour.

4 Education facing £100m spending cut
According to Treasury figures, education spending will
be cut by £100m next year for the first time in two
decades.

Production information

4 Wind power blown off course

The Government is
facing a growing
credibility gap over
green jobs as
environmental
campaigners and trade

14 ]-l

unionists united to fight the closure of Britain's
sole major wind turbine plant.

4 Devolve funding for prisons
B A letter signed by a series of
parliamentarians and local
| government leaders argues for
¢ the control of funding for prisons
to be devolved to the local level.
A report published by the All Party
Parliamentary Group on Local Government
argues that money would be better spent in a
local 'safety and justice' budget to fund local
prisons and neighbourhood policing.

Democratic Services produces this weekly information sheet every Friday for Members of East Devon District
Council. Please contact Diana Vernon if you have any comments about the newsletter. If you wish to
reproduce any of the images used in The Knowledge, please contact the editor who will seek

permission from the contributor:

(01395) 517541 or Extension 2741. Email: dvernon@eastdevon.gov.uk

Submissions: If you have items that you wish to be included in the next issue, contact Democratic Services:
(01395) 517542 or Extension 2742. Email: knowledge@eastdevon.gov.uk
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