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Democratic Services Officers:

Diana Vernon Christopher Holland Hannah Jarvis Chris Lane Debbie Meakin Rachel Perram
01395 517541 01395 517543 01395 517542 01395517544 01395 517540 01395 517542

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services if they are unable to attend a meeting so

that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please do
visiting Knowle. If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the

relevant Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).

Click here t o vi ew agendas and minutes on herh etoview planring dpplisationseohlisei t e .

Portfolio Holderds decision

Decision by Po  rtfolio Holder Members are notified of the following decision

Environment Revision of Building Regulation Charges 2010

Graham Brown Agreeing that a revised charge scheme be prepared and implemented ; revised charges as
follows:
i) Across tables A, Band C, keep the balance of charges as existing , that is , continue to

make a separate charge for the Plan C harge and Inspection Charge.

ii) To delete the £1,000 or less band on table C (£75) and replace the £1,001 to £2,000
band with a £2,000 or less band (£130)

iii) Intro duce two new bands in table B:

a) Replacement of a singl e window or external door: Plan C harge £ 75, Building Notice
Charge £75 (n o inspection charge).

b) Replacement of more than one window or door : Plan Charge £13 0, Building Notice
Charge £130 (n o inspection ch arge).

The above decision will become effective on 4 March 2010 at 9. 00am unl ess fica

published procedur-e nbor sa oilc glalg7eo thelCdmcil Constitution, or contact
Democratic Services for assistance or explanation.

Chairman 6s engagement s

Friday 26 February

Vice Chairman, ClIr Tony Reed, to attend the opening of new developments at Clyst Vale Community College.

News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)

4 Unveiled: £1m for rural housing 4 Give rural people budget say, councils urged
Some 36 rural councils are to benefit from Rural local authorities are being urged
a £1m fund to design and plan up to
10,000 new homes. A proportion of the
homes will be affordable for local people to
help boost rural businesse s andlo cal
services, said the G overnment. Itis
believed to be the first time rural local organisations have been working
authorities have received dedicated funding directly with rural communities to
to plan and design new rural developments. develop and pilot participatory budgeting.

to involve local people in public
spending decisions.  The call follows
trials of a new way of involving
communities in financial decision -
making processes. A number of
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News from the Rural Services Network (RSN) (continued)

4 Opinion: housing shortage remains 4 Driving test 'ignores rural roads'

critical Youngsters are being killed

because they don't know how to
drive safely on rural roads. The
driving test sho uld be changed to
include a section on rural driving,

The lack of affordable housi  ngin rural areas is
widely recognised as one of the most serious
threats facing the countryside. Long -term viability
of any community requires a demographic mix of
people of all ages and backgrounds. Yet the said Wealden District Council. Last
massive shortfall in affordable housing is stil la year, 138 people were either killed
critical rural issue, says Charley May. or seriously injured on the district's roads, which

has only 7 miles of dual carriageway.

4 £10m funding for rural sports

Rural communities are to benefit 4 Third sector 'vital' to rural services
from a £10m fund to get more Councils seeking to improve public services are
people playing sport.  The fund being encouraged to consider the voluntary sector.
was launched following findings The skills and community benefits of the third
that two thirds of the local sector must not be overlooked by local authorities,
authorities with the lowest said the G overnment. Ways must be found for
sports participation rates are in councils to take advantage of the positive social
rural areas. Itisthe firstina outcomes the third sector provided, it warned.

series of themed rounds by Sport England to

address some of the biggest challenges to Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and Council

staff) can gai n free and full access to RSN Online by registering .

partici pation in sports.

February m essage from Inspector Antonia Weeks

Over the last few weeks the neighbourhood teams have been consulting with local communities to
establish the issues that are affecting the quality of life in their areas. The same issues are consistently

raised across the rural East Devon area and these are; speeding vehicles, inconsiderate parkin g and
littering (including dog fouling.)

It is comforting to note that absence of crime related issues supports the fact that we enjoy a low crime
rate in our area. However the issues highlighted cle  arly affect many people and yet are part of everyday
life. Enforcement, whilst relatively straightforward and effective is only part of the solution.

The neighbourhood teams are working hard with their partner agencies to find long term solutions to
ongoing issues. For example , a recent initiative in Seaton in partnership with environmental health and the
dog warden , sought to raise awareness about responsible dog ownership. Similarly in Honiton police have
worked closely with a housing association to alleviate problems caused by residents parking. Regular
speeding operations take place across the area in a bid to enforce limits. Earlier this month the Special
Constabulary ran a 48 hour operation focussing exclusively on speeding and other motoring offences.

Interestingly the number of vehicles driving in excess of the speed limit in 30 or 40mph areas was
surprisinglyfew T an i ndication perhaps that peoplebs perception
For further information on what policing activity is happening in your neighbourhood please visit the

website and enter your  postcode.

We are encouraging people
to sign up to our community
messaging system - a great
way to be informed about
incidents loc al to you. Tosign  up now visit:  www.devon  -cornwall.police.uk/Getlnvolved

Community messaging

Insp Antonia Weeks
Rural East Devon Inspector - Devon and Cornwall Constabulary
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Public invited to take part in community workshops

Exmouth people are being invited to take part in

community workshops as part of the preparation

of a Masterplan being drawn up for Exmouth
town centre.

A local company, LDA Design, has been
commissioned to prepare a Mast erplan for the
town centre and to look more specifically at two

key locations - the Royal Avenue/Estuaryside site
and the London Inn area.

To assist with this work, LDA Design first need to
define a vision for the future of Exmouth. To help
establish th is vision, LDA Design will be talking to

; ' : - ; land -owners, lease -holders, key stakeholders and
a number of Community organisations in the coming weeks. They also want to hear the thoughts, ideas
and aspirations of local residents, so will be holding Community W orkshops in mid March.

Anyone interested in attending is invited to get in touch by contacting the Exmouth Ma sterplan Helpdesk
on 01395 571 416. Please do so without delay, as places are limited. Alternatively, you can email the
Helpdesk by writingto  emh@eastdevon.gov.uk by 8 March at the latest.

Secret snowdrop stories a success

In the half -term holiday, children aged between 5 and 9
gathered at the Otterhead Estate in the Blackdown Hills

Area of Outstanding  Natural Beauty (AONB), along with
their parent s, to hear o6whit
snowdr opso.

A light dusting of snow had fallen, but everyone forgot

the cold as they were entranced by the w onderful
display of snowdrops.  Storyteller Claire Viner told
traditional folk tales, with her own embellishments, to

celebrate the promise of spring. The theme of the stories
was the colour white, so there was one story about a
magical lady of the woods who came from the birch tree

and a fairytale about thirtee n princesses who became

swans at night.  During this tale a graceful pair of swans glided across the mist -shrouded lake as if they
wanted to listen to the story. Emily, aged 9sai d Ait was a fabul ous outing,
beautiful andthest ori es were magi cal . 0o

The Otterhead Estate lies in the O tter valley near Churchinford. The original manor house was demolished

in 1952, but two lakes, an old stable block and overgrown walled garden are sti Il visible among the
woodland. The estate is owned by Wessex Water and leased to the Otterhead Estate Trust who manage i t
for the benefit of wildlife. The estate is open to the public and there is a nature trail from the car park

dow n to the lakes and back again.

A wonderful display of snowdrops bloom fro m the end of January to the beginning of March, but the estate
is a beautiful place to visit at any time of year.

The Blackdown Hills AONB runs a variety of events throughout the year. For more information call 01823
680681, email blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk orvisit the website at www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk
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News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency)

4 Equality and diversity in health 4 Equality impact assessments:
In the first of a new series partnerships and LAAs
of articles, read and Read a detailed summary and the key learning
discuss what leading points from fa cilitated discussions that took place
specialists have to say on the Equality Impact Assessment (EqlA) Support
about the strategic role of Network. Find out how a focus on tackling

Hversity equality and diversity in inequalities can be integrated into partnership

health. And find out  about working, and consider how a 'geographical area' is

a unique project in Gloucester to tackle health an equalities strandinan E  qlA.

inequalities by engaging with ethnic minority

4 Addressing top occupational
skills shortages

communities.

4 Infrastructure planning: learning from
the infrastructure de livery planning
(IDP) pilots

Infrastructure planning is a valuable corporate
process that is essential for councils and their

The 2009 local government
workforce survey identified the
jobs councils currently find most
difficult to fill. The IDeA
presents this data alongside a

partners to fulfil their place -shaping role and document describing the

create sustainable communities. The Planning national initiatives set up to
Advisory Service is working with 13 local areas to address the top five

improve the contribution that planning can make. occupational shortages. This document i published
This report shares the first quarter's learning from on our Communities of Practice site T is designed
the project. to be updated by the sector as new information

and initiatives emerge. View the list and contribute

4 Prevent: strength of partnership to the document

working

Discover how the strength of 4 Government Connect and the NHS:

partnership working between the new survey

council and the police in Waltham Would you like to be able to access NHS 'N3'

Forest is enabling effective delivery applications th  rough the Government Connect

of the Prevent agenda. Find out Secure Extranet (GCSx)? The IDeA and

how these relationships were put Government Connect are keen to understand the

to the test when t h« demand forsuch an initiative and your input would
plot to destroy transat  lantic airliners was be very beneficial. The survey will be open until
uncovered in the London borough in 2006. 5 March 2010 and they want your views.

South West is cleanest region in England

The hard work of StreetS  cene cleansing staff has contributed to the

Wﬂfﬂﬂg fﬂgé’mé’f South West being named as the cleanest region in the country. The
BRITA'N for cleaner Defra -funded Local Environmental Quality Survey of England
! 2008/9 has just been published and shows that the South West has
TIDY greener places e
maintained its position at the top of the table. East Devon has made
a significant contribution to these regional results: So far this year just 4%

of sites surveyed in East Devon have failed to meet acceptable s tandards for litter; this
is down from 8% in 2004/5. There can be n o doubt that the work of StreetS cene Cleansing Operatives and

REACT are the reasons behind Defra confirming our success.

Nationally, the survey shows that litter levels have improved slight ly on the previous year, with decreases

in the amount of cigarette and fast food litter. However, there were slight increases in levels of dog waste,

graffiti and plastic bags, meaning that local authorities are facing ever -changing challenges in maintaini ng
our public open spaces. Full details of the report can be found on the Keep Britain Tidy website
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In the press

4 Denham targets £20 billion in council
cost -cutting

Huge savings of more than £20 billion can be
made in the cost of local services by looking at the
spending on all the local public services in an area
and not just counci | spending, the communities
secretary John Denham claims. His claim comes
after he digested 13 reports from Total Place
pilots.

4 Website draws up pothole map of UK

A website for motorists has
produced a po thole ma p of the
UK after a 400% risein
insurance claims. Potholes.co.uk helps drivers seek
compensation. The L  ocal Government Association
(LGA) is seeking £100m of extra funding for

councils to repair them. Observer p12 21/2/10

4 £140k quick

A revolutionary £140,000 pothole fixing machine is
being used by some councils to tackle the increase

in the number of potholes following the freezin g
weather. The Jetpatcher is 16 times quicker than a
gang of labourers. It blasts holes with air to clear

them of debris before pumping in layers of
bitumen and aggregate.

-fix for UK's potholes crisis

4 Gridlock Britain
Traffic is grinding to a halt because
of a rash of new roadworks across
the country T and the disruption is
set to get worse. An LGA

spokesman i s quoted:

there is an £8billion shortfall in
funding for road maintenance,
councils are noti n the habit of undertaking

roadwor ks wunl ess they are nee

4 Stop thisp arking fines racket, say
drivers

The parking fines system should be overhauled to
stop drivers being handed trivial fines that
generate cash for councils, a motorists' manifesto
has demanded. The recommendations appear in
the joint manifesto of the Driver s' Alliance, the
Motorists Legal Challenge Fund and the London
Motorists Action Group. David Sparks', Chair of the
LGA transport board, said rules were there for a
reason and money raised from fines was
reinvested into transport networks.
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4 Early boost for cycling scheme
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p persistent decline in cycl  ists

is being reversed. The 6 areas - Aylesbury,
Brighton, Darlington, Derby, Exeter an d Lancaster
- saw an average 27%  increase in trips by bike
between April 2005 and April 2008.

A plan to encourage cycling
in 6 English towns is paying
off, with the numbers taking
to their bikes suggesting the

4 Council tax to rise by less than
inflation

Council tax bills in England will rise by an average
of 1.6% to £1,194 per household in 2010 -11,
according to an analysis by the LGA. If confirmed,

it would mean the lowest increa se since the tax
began in 1993 and an effective reduction once
inflation is taken into account. The figure was
calculated from the draft budgets of more than

100 councils, police and fire authorities. Sir Jeremy
Beecham, Vice -Chairman of the LGA, is quoted
"No one likes paying council tax. That is why
councils have been doing all they can to keep rises
to a minimum."

4 Domesday Book 2010

New figures from the
Valuation Office show

the changing face of
Britain since 1997 - with
sharp increases in the
numbers of, for example,
lapdancing clubs (up 1,150%), betting outlets

(39%) and charity shops (20%), and falls in the
numbers of sport and social clubs (55%), public

toilets (29%) and public libraries (6%).

4 Cities fighting to be our culture capital
Birmingham, Londonderry, Norwich and Sheffield
are battling to become the nation's first City of
Culture in 2013.

Quote of the week

The quote of the week in Society
Guardian is attributed to LGA
Chairman Margaret Eaton. Talking
about public spending cuts  , she
said: "It's now time to look down the
back of the sofa for loose change."



http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/feb/21/denham-targets-20bn-council-savings
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/feb/21/denham-targets-20bn-council-savings
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/feb/21/denham-targets-20bn-council-savings
http://www.potholes.co.uk/
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/159794/-140k-machine-cracks-problem-of-potholes
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1253031/Gridlock-UK-Potholes-roadworks-mean-nightmare-drivers.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/news/7299625/Unfair-parking-fines-system-should-be-overhauled-campaigners.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/news/7299625/Unfair-parking-fines-system-should-be-overhauled-campaigners.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/0b954022-201a-11df-81a2-00144feab49a.html?nclick_check=1
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2010/02/24/council-tax-set-to-fall-115875-22065878/
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2010/02/24/council-tax-set-to-fall-115875-22065878/
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2010/02/24/council-tax-set-to-fall-115875-22065878/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1252734/Domesday-Book-2010-Strip-clubs-soaring-libraries-disappearing--figures-lay-bare-life-modern-Britain.html
http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/article7039453.ece

In the press (continued)

'Children will suffer if school building programme is cut'

The head of the Government's advisory body on architecture warn that cutting school

building programmes would jeopardise the life chances of millions of young people. Paul

Finch, newly appoi nted as chairman of the Commission for Architecture and the Built
Environment - which advises ministers on architecture - will say it is essential the benefits
of the building programme ‘are not squandered'.

New documents in the Member sé Ar ea

Feed back from outside bodies

¢ Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) Devon i minutes of the advisory meeting held at S tover
School on 1 February 2010, along with associated papers.

The above documentis i n t he O6Feedback from Out si caes eBad chi & shée fMelnmd ea

Find out more about funding

The Making it Local project team are holding two workshops for
businesses or community groups that are interested in applying for
Making it Local funding.

6Making it Local 6 h a sthe glackdowndillsaamdathiel a b
East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Their aim is to get

people more connected with the landscapes in which they live and

work. The funding is for different kinds of businesses and

organisations, including private bus inesses and sole traders, social and community enterprises, Parish and
Town Councils, voluntary groups, local community groups, char ities and collaborative groups.
A wide range of projects could be eligible for funding including, for example: local village services;

renewable power for a small community; training support for small businesses.

At the event they will be able to give helpful tips on filling in your application form and what makes a good
project. The events are:

¢ Monday 22 March at The Institute , Ottery St Mary , 2pmto 4pm

¢ Wednesday 24 March at Combe St Nicholas Parish Hall , 1.30 pmto 3.30pm

You can book your pla  ce by phoning 01823 681395 or e mail carrie.mason@devon.gov.uk

For more information abo  ut Making it Loca |, visit the website : www.makingitlocal.org

Jamie Buckley (Engagement & Funding Officer)
( 01395517569 (or Ext 2769) jbuckley @eastdevon.gov.uk

Production information

Democratic Services produces this weekly information sheet every Friday for Members of East Devon District

Council. Please contact Diana Vernon if you have any comments about the newsletter. If you wish to
reproduce any of the ima ges used in The Knowledge, please contact the editor who will seek

permission from the contributor: ( (01395) 517541 or Extension 2741. Email: dvernon@eastdevon.gov.uk

Submissions  : If you have items that you wi sh to be included in the next issue, contact Demaocratic Services:
( (01395) 517542 or Extension 2742. Email: knowledge @eastdevon.gov.uk
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