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This week in  

The Knowledge  
 

Ç Council  backs 
Napoli Inquiry  

Ç Portfolio Holderôs 
decision  

Ç News from the 
Rural Services 
Network  

Ç War  on 
Distraction 
Burglaries and 
Scams  

Ç Chance  for public 
to see new 
Science Park 

plans   

Ç Join the National 
Conversation  

Ç Two days of 
exciting PLAY!  

Ç East Devon 

tena nts in 

Westminster 
protest  

Ç Find  out more 
about funding  

Ç News  from the 
IDeA  

Ç One - third of taxis 
checked are 
found to be 
defective  

Ç In the press  
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Meetings  

Meeting   DSO  Dat e Time  Location  

Licensing & Enforcement 

Committee  
CL 

Monday  

2 March  
9.30am  Council Chamber  

Licensing & Enforcement Sub 

Committee  
CL 

Monday  

2 March  
9.30am  CANCELLED 

The Assessment & Hearings Sub 

Committee  
CH 

Tuesday  

3 March  
10.00am  CANCELLED 

Elizabe th Hall Advisory Forum  CL 
Tuesday  

3 March  
7.00pm  

Committee Room, 

Exmouth Town Hall  

Executive Board  DV 
Wednesday  

4 March  
5.30pm  Council Chamber  

Housing Review Board  AT 
Thursday  

5 March  
6.3 0pm  Council Chamber  

Seaton Regeneration 

Partnership Board  
DM 

Friday 6 

March  
9.30am  Seaton Town Hall  

Licensing & Enforcement Sub 

Committee  
CL 

Monday  

9 March  
9.30am  CANCELLED 

Development Control 

Committee  
RP 

Tuesday 10 

March  
2.00pm  Council Chamber  

Refuse and Recycling 

Partnership Board  
HJ 

Tuesday 10 

March  
2.00pm  Committee Room  

Scrutiny Committee  DM 
Wednesday 

11 March  
6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Exmouth  Regeneration 

Programme Board  
AT 

Thursday 

12 March  
12.30pm  Exmouth Town Hall  
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Meetings  (continued)  

Democratic Services Officers:  

 Diana Vernon  
 01395 517541  

Chri stopher Holland  
01395 517543  

Chris Lane  
01395 517544  

Debbie Meakin  
01395 517540  

Rachel Perram  
01395 517542  

Alethea Thompson  
01395 517540  

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services whenever they are unable to attend a 

meeting so t hat post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please check your pigeon holes for any post 

whenever you visit the offices.  

If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the relevant 

Democratic Services Offic er. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).  

Click here  to view agendas and minutes on the Councilôs website. Click here  to view planning applications online. 

Click here  to view new applications received relating to the Licensing Act 2003.  

 

Council backs Napoli Inquiry proposal  

At the Council meeting held on Wednesday 18 

February EDDC Members backed a motion supporting 

a major recommendation from the inquiry into the 

MSC Napoi incident.  

Following the grounding of the ship near Branscombe 

in January 2007, an inquiry was recently held by 

Devon County Council.  

Among the recommendations was that the maritime 

controller appointed by the Government (SOSREP, or 

Secretary of Stateôs Representative) should be 

supplemented where necessary by an on -shore 

controller. This official would handle such issues as the beach -combing carried out by treasure seekers 

who raided Branscombe beach in search of valuable booty.  

The motion passed said: ñThis Council supports the Napoli Inquiry report and its recommendations and in 

particular its recommendation that the Secretary of State should consider appointing a landward 

equivalent of SOSREP as a generic post to be filled as required when an incident at sea has or is about to 

come ashoreò. 

The motion was proposed b y Councillor Chris Gibbings, EDDCôs Community Safety Champion, who was a 

member of the panel for the Napoli Inquiry, who said: ñAt present there is no clear understanding of who 

is in overall control of land operations when a ship comes ashore ò.  

Once cle ar and unambiguous leadership is established, all agencies have to work to that leadership and 

early important decisions can be made and implemented.  

ñIt appeared to the Inquiry that a lot of time was 

initially wasted setting up meetings and having 

discuss ions with numerous interested parties before 

someone took control on land, by which time the 

infamous actions of a few on Branscombe beach had 

become worldwide news. This was in total contrast to 

the immediate efficient way the incident was dealt with 

at s eaò. 

Nick Stephen, Communications Officer  

( 01395 517559   email nstephen@eastdevon.gov.uk  

 

 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/your_council/councillors_and_meetings/committee_minutes_and_agendas.htm
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/publicaccess/
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/applications_received
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Decision s by Portfolio Holde r s    Members are notified of the following decision s 

Economy  

( J P Halse)  

Communicating Exmouthôs Regeneration Programme 

That East Devon D istrict Council part fund and adopt the use of a 3D 

visualisation tool to effectively communicate structural changes to Exmouth 

as a result of their planned projects of the Exmouth Regeneration Board.  

Environment  

(G K Liverton)  

Search Fees ï Local Land Ch arges  

That the fees for Local Land Charges are set in accordance with the SI 2008 

No. 3248. The Local Authorities (England) (Charges for Property Searches) 

Regulations 2008 to a fee of £85.00 for a full LLC1 and Con29 search and 

charge Personal Searchers t he additional cost for Con29 questions.  

The above decision s will become effective on 5 March  2009 at 9.00am unless ñcalled inò. The 

published procedure for a ñcall-inò is on pages 135- 137 of the Council Constitution, or contact 

Democratic Services for ass istance or explanation.  

 

News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)  
 

4Transport threat to rural communities  

Rural residents risk being cut off from service s due to a 

decline in public transport, the government's rural watchdog 

has warned.  

4 Affordable homes 'can save economy'  

The Government is being urged to  

fend off the recession by investing 

in housing. A newly group of 

housing organisations, unions and 

local authorities said building more 

affordable homes would give a 

desperately needed boost to the 

economy.  

 

4Campaign seeks to save rural 

pubs   

Pressure is  mounting 

on the government 

to help fend off rural 

pub closures. More 

than 20,000 people 

have signed a 

petition calling for 

lower taxes on beer.  

Many pubs are 

struggling to make a 

living. Some five pubs are closing every 

day, according to the latest Beer & Pub 

Association report.  
 
Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors 

and Council staff) can gain free and full access to 

RSN Online by registering . 

 

Portfolio Holdersô decisions 

Decision  put to Portfolio Holder    Decision  will be publi shed in a future edition of The Knowledge  

Communities  

(Miss J M Elson )  

Req uest for a ñVariation to Restrictive Covenants to allow the owner of the 

former Council House at No 10 Cunningham Avenue ï Axminster to construct one 

additional three bedroom semi detached house attached to 10 Cunningham 

Avenue . 

That in accordance with past  practice, the request be agreed on Terms and Conditions to 

be negotiated with the Property Services Manager, for a deed of variation, to allow the 

construction of one additional end terrace dwelling attached to the former Council house 

at 10 Cunningham Av enue ï Axminster .  

Further details:   Chris Brookbank, Programmed Works Officer, Ext 2408  

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=729&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=730&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=725&Itemid=91
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=725&Itemid=91
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=725&Itemid=91
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_chronocontact&chronoformname=register&Itemid=135
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War on Distraction Burglaries and Scams  

Stories of elderly householders being conned out of their savings by bogus 

callers knocking on their front doors or as vi ctims of distraction burglaries  

and scams are unfortunately all too true in m any cases.  However help is at 

hand, with a free invitation to one of two events focusing on the issues, 

taking place at two venues in East Devon on Friday 13 March 2009. Firstly, at 

the Manor Pavilion Theatre, Manor Road, Sidmouth between 9:45am and 

12mid day and later at the Institute, Yonder Street, Ottery St Mary, between 

2:15pm and 4:30pm.  

SCAMBUSTER  is a production by Solomon Touring Theatre and the company has been hired by the East 

and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership to put across advice whic h will help householders to tackle 

the problem of scams, distraction burglaries and bogus callers in East Devon. All members of the public are 

welcome.  

Based on true stories, a cast of three professional actors present this musical and energetic live story -

telling event.   

Further help and advice will also be available from other agencies including the Police, South West Water 

and Devon Trading Standards. The two events promise to be enjoyable and informative and delivered in 

such a way that people will rem ember the advice given.  

Other agencies taking part are East Devon District Council, Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service, 

Devon Care and Repair, Home Safeguard , the Lions Club and in Ottery St Mary the Later Life Forum.  

Admission is FREE and free lig ht refreshments will also be provided.  

Gerry Moore the Community Safety Officer is available for comment and can be contacted on  

(   01395 273802 or email gmoore@eastdevon.gov.uk  

 

Chance for public to see new Science Park plans  

A series of public exhibit ions are to be held into draft proposals for 

the Exeter Science Park in advance of submission of an outline 

planning application.  

Details of the venues are available from the Parkôs new website at: 

www.exeter sciencepark.co.uk  

The Science Park is a significant element of the Exeter and East 

Devon New Growth Point area, and will provide a major lift to the 

economy, with the potential to create up to 3,700 jobs in the first 20 

years. The Science Park Partnershi p developing the project is made up of Devon County Council, East 

Devon District Council, Exeter City Council, The Met Office, South West RDA and the University of Exeter.  

Devon County Council is currently preparing the outline proposals on behalf of the P artnership and is 

welcoming comments from the public during the exhibitions, which start on Friday 27 February, as it looks 

to refine the application.  

David Allen, Chairman of the Science Park Steering Group and Registrar at the University of Exeter, said:  

ñThe popularity of the University's Innovation Centre underlines the need and demand for a Science Park. 

The future success of the UKôs economy rests on a healthy and expanding science, medicine and 

technology sector. We need to ensure we are well placed to take advantage of these opportunities as they 

ariseò. 

The outline planning application will be submitted in June, seeking permission for 68,700 square metres of 

building development that would be constructed in phases over 20 -25 years.  

Phase One would include a hotel and conference facility, science park centre, and office space for let. 

Subject to approval, work would start on site in Spring 2010.  

http://www.exetersciencepark.co.uk/
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Join in the National Conversation  

The Tenant Services Authority (TSA) is the new regulator for 

affordab le and social housing, taking over the regulatory powers of 

the Housing Corporation. They believe housing really matters, and 

that access to good quality housing improves lives. Their goal is to 

raise the standard of services for tenants.  

They are a cham pion for tenants ï standing up for their interests and aspirations, and putting their 

needs first.  The Authority wants landlords to work more closely with, and respond more quickly to, 

tenants ï enabling them to have a say in the way their homes are manag ed.   

Bur first the TSA wants to hear from tenants themselves. So, from January to the end of March 

2009, they're going to hold a National Conversation with tenants, going out to meet them face to 

face and finding out from them what services they need and standards they expect. Then they can 

begin to develop a regulatory framework that puts tenants' priorities first.  

For more information or to take part in the conversation online, please visit 

www.tenan tservicesauthority.org  

EDDC is supporting this national campaign.  On Thursday 5 March the Council is holding a series of 

conversations across East Devon, at:  

Axminster   10.00 am to 12.00 noon  

Honiton  2.00 pm to 4.00 pm  

Exmouth  6.00 pm to 8.00 pm  

 If y ou would like to attend one of these events and take part in the national conversation, please 

contact EDDCôs Tenant Participation Team on 01395 517 453 to book your place.  

 

Two days of exciting PLAY!  

óOff the Sofa Dayzô returned to Millwey 

Rise Axminste r on the 19 th  and 20 th  

February 2009 during the half term 

holidays with great success yet again!  76 

children over 2 days enjoyed facepainting, 

sports, circus skills, arts and crafts and 

beat boxing.  All the activities were FREE 

to the children and their families with 

thanks to funding from the Big Lottery.  

A big thank you goes to the local schools 

for allowing Polly Mercer and Jane Sharp 

the Playworkers to visit their school 

assembly and give a short presentation to 

the children to encourage them to util ise 

their FREE time productively with exciting 

and fun activities.  A thank you also goes 

to the Town Council for their support and 2 young volunteers from Colyton Grammar who supported the 

Playworkers on the 2 days.  

If you are interested or know anyone w ho would like to become a PLAY volunteer and provide activities 

for children in the Millwey Rise area please contact Jane or Polly ( 01395 571556 or email 

play@eastdevon.gov.uk .  All training will be given and is  FREE! 

 

http://www.tenantservicesauthority.org/
mailto:play@eastdevon.gov.uk

