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Democratic Services Officers:

Diana Vernon Christopher Holland Hannabh Jarvis Chris Lane Debbie Meakin Rachel Perram
01395 517541 01395 517543 01395 517542 01395 517544 01395 517540 01395 517542

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services if they are unable to attend a meeting so
that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please don't forget to check your pigeon holes whenever you are
visiting Knowle. If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the
relevant Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).

Click here to view agendas and minutes on the Council’s website. Click here to view planning applications online.

News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency)

4 New Managing Director for the IDeA 4 Council helps community cut costs
Rob Whiteman, the current Chief Executive of Barking . and CO2

and Dagenham, has been announced as the new Over £1.8 billion
Managing Director of the IDeA. Rob will take up his worth of energy is
appointment after the local elections in May of this year. wasted in the UK by
leaving appliances on
standby at work and
home. The Big Switch Off 2009 campaign
showed local residents that each household

4 Reducing health inequalities: Beacon and
beyond

Read how six Beacon authorities — Coventry,
Derwentside, Greenwich, Merseyside Fire and Rescue, could save around £37 each every year -
Sheffield and Sunderland - have demonstrated particularly important at a time of recession
innovative ways to curb health inequalities. Collectively and rocketing fuel prices. The campaign
these examples show the value of joint working between helped the councils involved meet their

local health services and local councils. national indicator targets.

Find out more about funding

4 Free laptop and web access grants 4 Arts and heritage
worth up to £528 The Old Possums Practical Trust has funding of
The Government has made grants of up to £5,000 available for charities that work to
up to £528 available for low income increase knowledge and appreciation of the arts
families in England. The grants are and heritage.

targeted at those without access to
the internet. Families should have
e children in years 3 to 9. If a child
qualifies for free school meals or parents receive
income support, income-based JSA, child tax credit
plus an income lower than £16,040, it's worth
checking out. Click above for more information or &
0333 200104.

4 Waterways training

Waterways have
funding available to
individuals and
societies to help with
the cost of training in
skills associated with
inland waterways

4 Energy efficiency for farmers restoration. Awards are for up to £750, some
The Carbon Trust is offering British match funding will be required. Deadlines are 31
— farmers the chance to apply for March and 30 September 2010. Click above for
C TARRUBSOTN unsecured interest-free loans of more information or @ 01923 711114,
between £3,000 and £20,000 to help
them upgrade to more energy efficient equipment. Jamie Buckley (Engagement & Funding Officer)
Click above for more information or @ 01865 @ 01395 517569 (or Ext 2769)
885846. jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
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Standards News

This ‘Standards News’ section will be appearing in the Knowledge throughout the year as part of the
Standards Committee’s drive to promote ethical and transparent government in East Devon. The aim of
the feature will be to offer any timely advice resulting from the Standards Committee’s meetings or point
Members and Parish Clerks to useful information that may be available. With the media and public focusing
on MPs’ expenses last summer, the scrutiny of elected representatives is under the spotlight and it is most
important that the work of local councils is seen by the public as both ethical and transparent.

Towns and Parishes ... Are your Standing Orders up to date?

During recent discussions, it has been discovered that some Parishes Standing Orders are in need of
updating. It is most important that all Parishes take the time to review their Standing Orders and if needed
make amendments.

An example set of Standing Orders can be found at:
http://www.exmouth.gov.uk/Core/Exmouth/Pages/Council_Procedures_2.aspx

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) will shortly be launching ‘Model Standing Orders’ which
you will be able to download free of charge from their website:

http://www.nalc.gov.uk
/////”A‘[ Once available, we urge you put these on the agenda of your next parish council
meeting to make sure your Standing Orders are up to date and agreed by

Council.

Dispensations

Following a recent application the Committee felt it would be useful to remind members of the dispensation
process. A dispensation can be applied for:

O where more than 50% of the members who would be entitled to vote at a meeting are prohibited from
voting OR

O where the number of members that are prohibited from voting at a meeting would upset the political
balance of the meeting to the extent that the outcome of voting would be prejudiced.

Each member must make their OWN individual application for dispensation.
The full advice from Standards for England can be found at:

http:/ /www.standardsforengland.gov.uk/Guidance/Thelocalstandardsframework/Guidance/

Dispensations and the shareholder issue ... Committee says no

A recent application for a Dispensation for Members to comment on a planning application for a village
shop was refused on the grounds that Members were shareholders of the business and therefore had a
prejudicial interest arising as a result of their personal financial interest. This is a useful reminder to all
Councillors when considering taking on other duties.

For further information:

Christopher Holland (Democratic Services Officer) @ 01395 517543 (or Ext 2743)
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Exe Estuary needs your vote

The Exe Estuary team needs your help to secure money
to make improvements to Bowling Green Marsh Hide.

The team is applying for money from the Bovril Great L’:;iﬁ%‘ﬁ'i%:{ﬁb
Outdoors Revival Project, from which £20,000 could be R
secured to undertake work at the hide and immediate
area. This could include work such as the installation of
disabled parking space, interior improvements to the
hide and even an extension, which will be wheelchair
friendly and be a separate area for children to use.

BE REVIVED WITHA SHARE OF
£100,000

In order to qualify for the judging round this has to be ‘ 11 ' ' . .
in the top 100 projects, which is determined by securing

votes through the Bovril web page. Please spend 2 minutes of your time to vote for the Bowling Green
Marsh project by following the link on the website. Click on VOTE and enter the following project code:
SWQOT000284

Winners will be announced in March, so fingers crossed!

News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)

4 Fragile recovery for England's rural 4 Market town links strengthened

economy ~ A local authority is
England’s rural economy is showing consulting on plans to
increasing signs of a fragile recovery from the further promote market
recession. Businesses in rural England have towns as service centres.
seen a partial return to stability, although the Proposals would see
recovery is not uniform across all sectors. There are some Herefordshire Council
signs of improvement and some confidence and cautious strengthen the links
optimism appears to be increasing. between the county's

. . . market towns and their rural hinterland.
4 MPs discuss 'vital' rural services Villages could see development designed to

MPs from the main political parties have discussed the increase affordable housing and sustain
challenges in delivering rural services. Cross-party MPs essential services.

focussed attention on the risks of rural exclusion during
a special meeting on 20 January. Issues discussed
ranged from the slow speed of rural broadband to poor
longer journey times faced by rural residents.

Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and
Council staff) can gain free and full access to RSN Online
by registering.

Police Authority liaison meetings

Have your say, discuss any policing issues, ask questions

Sector 2 (covering Exmouth and Budleigh Salterton areas): The School
Hall, St Peter’s C of E School, Moor Lane, Budleigh Salterton EX9 6QF on
Thursday 11 February at 7.30pm.

Sector 1 (covering Axminster and surrounding areas): The Main Hall,
Guildhall, West Street, Axminster EX13 5NX on Thursday 25 February at
7.30pm.

The Police Authority website - www.dcpa.police.uk - has a section called ‘involving Our Communities’
and all the dates and locations of Police Authority Liaison Meetings are listed as well as the notes of recent
meetings.
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In the press

4 Fears grow among the elderly over
cost of care

New figures from the charity
Counsel & Care show that
elderly people are increasingly
concerned about how they will
be able to afford care home
fees.

4 Inequality gap widest since 1945

The gulf between rich and poor has grown wider
under Labour than at any time since the Second
War World, according to a report by the
Government’s National Equality Panel. It says
inequality in income has reached the highest
level since records began in 1961, and inequality
in Britain is among the worst in the developed
world.

4 Death of family meals harms child

v/

health, says Prue Leith

Prue Leith, outgoing
Chairman of the School
Food Trust, has expressed
concern over the fall in the
number of families having their evening meal
together - resulting in more children eating 'junk
food' and indulging in constant 'snacking'. She
also criticises local authorities for paying too little
attention to the training of catering staff at
schools.

4 Nurseries serve children 'too much
fruit and vegetables'’

Children under five are not eating enough
carbohydrates, fat and protein. A survey of 10
nurseries by Hampshire trading standards found
that while they were keeping salt content low,
none was providing enough fat or energy.

4 Secondary school life should begin in
June

Bristol University and the
Quartet Community
Foundation charity have
recommended that children
should start secondary school
in June to ease the "trauma"
of the step up from primary
school.

4 Rickets is back

Poor diet and too little outdoor activity are leaving
increasing numbers of children with a vitamin D
deficiency - making them vulnerable to rickets.

4 Second home Council Tax rise call

Proposals put forward by a raft
— 2 .
570 2 « Of councils through the
Sustainable Communities
a P Act are calling for second

home owners to pay more
council tax to help tackle Britain’s housing shortage.

4 Lottery faces extra demands on cash

Britain’s lottery chief has warned he expects
hundreds of millions of pounds in extra demands as
a result of the public sector funding squeeze brought
on by the recession. Peter Wanless, Chief Executive
of the Big Lottery Fund, said he was braced for a
sharp increase in funding requests given the
looming prospect of local councils cutting back on
discretionary spending. An LGA spokesman said
councils did not have enough money to fund
everything they wanted to provide and so lottery
funding was an important resource.

4 £1m-a-day fuel tax must be spent on
roads

The AA has urged the Prime
Minister to divert a £1million-a-
day fuel tax to repair the nation's
roads. The LGA said extra money
to fix potholes is needed
"urgently". A spokesman is quoted: “An £8billion
shortfall in highway maintenance funding has built
up. The potholes are the gaping sores in our road
network. Councils know how important it is to fix
them to keep people safe and prevent damage to
cars. Following the dire winter, extra money is
urgently needed.”

4 Tax for overweight bodies

Tunbridge Wells Council has been branded
insensitive after discussing plans to impose a £40
‘fat tax’ on bodies which are too large for its
crematoriums. The council argues that larger bodies
have to been transported to larger furnaces outside
of the borough and the payment would cover the
extra cost.
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Production information

Democratic Services produces this weekly information sheet every Friday for Members of East Devon District
Council. Please contact Diana Vernon if you have any comments about the newsletter. If you wish to
reproduce any of the images used in The Knowledge, please contact the editor who will seek
permission from the contributor: @ (01395) 517541 or Extension 2741. Email: dvernon@eastdevon.gov.uk
Submissions: If you have items that you wish to be included in the next issue, contact Democratic Services:

@& (01395) 517542 or Extension 2742. Email: knowledge@eastdevon.gov.uk
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