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Meetings  

Meeting   DSO  Date  Time  Location  

Licensing and  Enforcement Sub  
Committee  

CL 
Monday  
2 February  

9.30am  Council Chamber  

Rates  Consultation  CL 
Monday  
2 February  

6.30pm  NOT REQUIRED  

The Assessment and Hearings 
Sub Committee  

CH 
Tuesday  
3 February  

10.00am  CANCELLED 

Executive Board  DV 
Wednesday  
4 February  

5.30pm  Council Chamber  

East Devon Business Forum  CL 
Thursday  
5 February  

6.00pm  
East Devon 
Business Forum  

Licensing and Enforcement Sub 
Committee  

CL 
Monday  
9 February  

9.30am  CANCELLED 

Development Control 
Committee  

CH 
Tuesday  
10 February  

2.00pm  Council Chamber  

Recycling and Refuse 
Partnership Board  

RP 
Wednesday  
11 February  

2.00pm  
Postponed until  
17 February  

Scrutiny Committee  CL 
Wednesday  
11 February  

6.30pm  Council Chamber  

Democratic  Services Officers:  

Diana Vernon  
01395 517541  

Christopher 
Holland  
01395 517543  

Chris Lane  
01395 517544  

Debbie Meakin  
01395 517540  

Rachel Perram  
01395 517542  

The Knowledge  

Woodbury Common  óMorning has broken ô  ž  Photo by Neil Blackmore  

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/
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Meetings  (continued)  

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services whenever they are unable to attend a 

meeting so that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please check your pigeon holes  for any post 

whenever you visit the offices.  

If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the relevant 

Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified).  

Click here  to view agendas and minutes on the Councilôs website. Click here  to vie w planning applications online. 

Click here  to view new applications received relating to the Licensing Act 2003.  

 

Footbridge over the Otter comes a few steps nearer  

The proposed  footbridge over the River Otter, for use by walkers 

and cyclists, has moved several steps nearer, as vital sums of 

funding were confirmed ï so fully covering the target cost of the 

£700,000 project.  The scheme was one of many that formed 

part of the Succe ssful Sustrans Connect2 bid, to bring £50 

million from the Big Lottery Fund to improve healthy travel. It is 

hoped that construction work can begin in Ottery St Mary within 

the next 12 months.  

The Connect2 project won ITV's People's £50 million Lottery 

Giveaway in December 2007, with massive public support and 

the backing of Westcountry adventurer Jason Lewis, the first person to circumnavigate the globe using only 

human power, and Devon's Olympic athlete Jo Pavey, a former pupil at The Kingôs School, Ottery.  

EDDCôs Executive Board agreed to grant Ã101,500 towards the estimated Ã700,000 cost of the project. 

Then news came  that the Cycling England Links to Schools programme has reserved a sum of £200,000 

towards the scheme.  Devon County Council is also expec ted to make a major contribution to the project 

costs, by matching the £101,500 promised by EDDC. The District Council is already holding £112,000 from 

Midas Homes, developers of the Thorne Park Way estate, and additional general Section 106 monies could 

also be used to support the project. Further funding has already been secured from the Environment 

Agency (£55,000) and from the Connect 2 Sustrans Lottery fund (£150,000).  So the target costs of the 

project have been achieved.  

The Ottery project plans to construct a bridge over the River Otter near the Tumbling Weir, so that 

residents and schoolchildren can walk and cycle along safe, traffic free pathways away from the busy main 

road. This will particularly benefit people visiting Ottery Hospital and The K ing's School. The project has 

the full support of local authorities, the Environment Agency and a local community group called The Hub.   

 

News from the Rural Services Network (RSN)  

4Closed: One in five rural post offices  

Rural  England has lost one in 

five rural post offices since 

2000, it has emerged.  Branches 

in the countryside have closed 

at a rate of three a week for the 

past nine year s, according to 

Post Office Ltd. They show there 

were 6,543 rural post office 

branches in 2000. But this number fell by 21% to 

just 5,158 branches by 2008.  

4Councils fight back against downturn  

Local authorities are introducing new services to 

help rural businesses survive the recession.  

Councils across the country are embarking on 

initiatives to help firm s endure the most difficult 

economic conditions for a generation.  Regional 

Minister Beverley Hughes said public bodies should 

flex their financial muscles to help local businesses.  
 
Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and Council 

staff) can ga in free and full access to RSN Online by 

registering . 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/your_council/councillors_and_meetings/committee_minutes_and_agendas.htm
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/publicaccess/
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/applications_received
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=699&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=703&Itemid=110
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_chronocontact&chronoformname=register&Itemid=135
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Make a difference in the Blackdowns in 2009  

There are lots of ways to get fit and make new friends this year -  

and help to look after the local countryside at the same time.  The 

Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty team has 

created a new online guide to conservation volunteering. It provides 

information about local groups which  offer opportunities to get 

involved in outdoor work.  

Tasks range from maintaining trails and improving habitats for rare 

butterflies, to leading walks in the area and recording wildflowers. 

Volunteers can join groups which go out every month or take part in 

a one -off event.  

Katherine Findlay from the Blackdown Hills AONB team said:  "It's 

really satisfying to get stuck into some outdoor work and see the 

results of your efforts. It's great fun, you meet some terrific people, 

and you can really make a diffe rence for wildlife and the 

countryside. You don't have to have any experience and the amount 

of time you give is up to you -  just come along and give it a go".  

Organisations which welcome volunteers in the Blackdown Hills include the Neroche Scheme, which is 

improving the landscape in the northern part of the AONB, Somerset and Devon Wildlife Trusts, Butterfly 

Conservation, the Axe Vale Conservation Society and more.  

To find out more about volunteering in the Blackdown Hills, see the online guide at www.blackdown -

hills.net  or call 01823 680682.  

 

Find out more about funding  

4Benefits and grants for individuals   

Turn2us is a free and accessible website that exists to 

help people access the money available to them ï 

through benefits, grants and other financial help. It helps 

people find appropriate sources of financial support, 

quickly and easily, based on their particular needs and 

circumstances.   

4Sustainable energy  

E.ON Source Fund have grants of 

up to £20,000 available for local 

community groups and not - for -profit organisations for 

sustainable energy projects. This could include buying 

and installi ng new renewable energy sources, giving a 

building an energy efficiency make -over, intelligent use 

of waste energy and so on . The deadline for applications 

is 15 May 2009.  

4Charities   

Impetus provides funding to support 

small to medium sized charities that 

work with and want to improve the 

lives of disadvantaged people. They provide funding, 

capacity building and hands -on management advice to 

charities that are at a critical stage in their development.  

4 Bio - energy grants  

The Bio -energy 

Capital Grants 

Scheme has a 

total of £12m of 

funding available 

to fund biomass 

fuelled heat and 

biomass combined heat and power projects.  

Businesses, organisations an d charities in the 

commercial, industrial and community 

sectors can apply. The deadline for 

applications is 30 April 2009.  

4Fuel Poverty   

The EAGA Partnership Charitable Trust has 

funding a vailable to support organisations 

that work on the relief of fuel poverty and 

promotion of energy efficiency and 

vulnerable consumers. The next application 

deadline is 1 May 2009.  

 

Jamie Buckley (Engagement and Funding Officer)  

(  01395 517569 (or Ext 276 9)  

jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk  

http://www.blackdown-hills.net/
http://www.blackdown-hills.net/
http://www.turn2us.org.uk/about_us.aspx
http://www.eon-uk.com/about/2688.aspx
http://www.impetus.org.uk/
http://www.bioenergycapitalgrants.org.uk/
http://www.eaga.com/charitable/charitable_trust.htm
mailto:jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
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Anthony Nolan ñStar Treks!ò fundraising event 

The Anthony Nolan Trust ñtakes 

back lives from leukaemiaò.  

Currently there are over 16,000 

children and adults still hoping to 

find a suitable bone marrow donor. Your support can help recruit more donors to its bone marrow register.   

Join  in the fun on an  exciting 5 mile walk  on  Exmouth Beach -  in the moonlight hours.  This  fundraising 

event will take place on Saturday 25 April ,  at midnight. Over 500 ñstar litò entrants are expected to light 

up the ski es along the glorious shoreline . Why not enter a team and get together with your  family/work 

colleagues and friends?  

No previous experience or great level of fitness is required as it is a very leisurely stroll. The spirit of the 

event is being there on the night and joining us in the party atmosphere under the moonlight.  All 

partici pants will receive a luminous ñstar litò head bopper band at the start line and a snack/drink at the 

finish.  The  event is now open for bookings. Enter online: www.anthonynolan.org.uk  

 

Citizens Advice Bureau  

EDDC has received a letter of thanks from Citizens Advice Bureau in Exeter, as 

follows:   

ñWe would like to thank you again for your support over the 3 year term of your 

contract with us. Your contribution, along with that of other district councils, has 

m eant that we have been able to continue to provide a countywide welfare 

benefits training programme to advisers in the voluntary and statutory sectors in 

Devon at a subsidis ed rate.  The programme, which provides courses at 3 levels of 

proficiency, continue s to be highly successful with consistently excellent feedback 

from delegates and expressions of interest and bookings from other counties who do not have access to 

this type of training.  

ñThe programme raises awareness of entitlement through the social security and tax credits system; 

enables advisers to develop their knowledge and skills ;  increases inter -agency co -operation and referral by 

raising awareness of the role in advice work of the various agencies represented. This work represents a 

significant contribution towards income maximisation of your districtôs poor and hard to reach constituents. 

ñOver the past 4 years, EDDC has contributed a total of Ã9,700 to the training programme. Your 

contribution is of immense value to voluntary sector advisers wi thin your district, your own staff and those 

vulnerable groups within the local community.ò 

 

Food safety concerns suspend operations at local shellfish plant  

Food safety concerns have led EDDC to withdraw operating approval for East Devon Shellfish, based on the 

industrial estate in Littleham, Exmouth.   

The Council reluctantly took this  action due to the general deterioration in the state of the buildings where 

the company operates in Exmouth.  There had been concerns for some time about the condition of the 

company's infrastructure, but things came to a head after a fire closed down the whelk processing 

operation shortly before Christmas.  The company was required to cease operation immediately and must 

now carry out significant improvement work before the Council considers reinstating approval so that the 

firm may once again process local ly caught shellfish and other seafood.  Council officers met with a director 

of the company last week and had very positive and constructive talks about the way forward.    

 Cont inued /...  

http://www.anthonynolan.org.uk/
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Food safety concerns (continued)  

Councillor Miss Jill Elson, EDDCôs Portfolio Holder Communities, who is responsible for the Environmental 

Health Service in East Devon, said:  

ñIt saddens me, particularly as an Exmouth councillor, that we have to take such action against a local 

company, which could have an impact on jobs, but clearly our first priority must be to protect public 

health. Food hygiene is paramount and we have to insist on the very highest standards being met.  We are 

negotiating with the directors of East Devon Shellfish to h elp them as much as we can, so that if they wish 

they can start work again as soon as possible. I am hoping that any reconstruction and refitting work that 

the company carries out may have the extra benefit of addressing the smell problem at the same time. ò 

 

News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency)  

4Effective equality impact assessments  

Equality impact assessments (EqIAs ) are not just about 

fulfilling requirements in relation to equality legislation. 

They are an integral part of policy development, and a 

critical element of excellent service delivery. Read the 

key findings from a recent question and answer session 

on the EqIA Community of Practice, where practitioners 

discussed what makes an effective EqIA.  

4A green way out of recession  

What with national indicators and 

the oncoming Carbon Reduction 

Commitment, the pressure is on 

councils to cut CO2 emissions -  and 

now there's a recession. However  

Hounslowôs Head of Environmental 

Strategy, Rob Gibson, thinks now is 

the time to get buy - in for tackling 

climate change.  

4Streetpride Champions  

Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Councilôs óStreetpride 

Champions Schemeô numbers more than 170 volunteers 

and is still grow ing. Discover how the council is working 

with the community to improve its neighbourhoods to a 

standard which will promote civic pride and community 

responsibility.  

4Improvin g employee engagement  

Organisational change can be 

difficult, with frontline staff 

often feeling left out. 

Birmingham City Council has 

addressed this issue through 

its BEST programme. Find out 

how BEST has empowered employees across 

the council and led to significant 

improvements in customer service, 

partnerships and team working.  

4Food for life creates taste for 

nutrition  

In Lincolnshire's coastal 

strip ï which 

encompasse s Skegness 

and Mablethorpe ï 28%  

of adults are classified as 

obese. Discover how East 

Lindsey District Council is 

holding ócook and tasteô 

sessions in shops, GP 

surgeries and village 

halls, with the aim to get people to prepare 

nutritious meals.  

 

New documents in the Membersô Area 

Ç Tired of Hanging Around  ï This is a copy of the Audit Commissionôs report on using 

sport and leisure activities to prevent anti -social behavior by young people. The report 

finds that sport and leisure projects involving mus ic, film -making or football, when 

designed in consultation with young people, can help stop them from drifting into anti -

social behavior. The Commission has also published a suite of tools including a video 

featuring successful projects to help councils and their partners respond to the reportôs 

recommendations. The tools can be accessed on the website . 

Continued/é 

http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27489/86948/4297/0/
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9342643
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27489/86948/4303/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27489/86948/4296/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27489/86948/4298/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27489/86948/4298/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/27489/86948/4298/0/
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/hangingaround/
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New documents in the Membersô Area (continued)  

Ç One country, two systems ? ï This Local Government Association document addresses how national 

and local democracy can work together to improve Britainôs political culture. This publication can also 

be viewed on the website . 

Ç Devon Association of Parish Councils ï Jan/Feb 09 newsletter  

Feedback from outside bodies  

Ç Urban Commission Steering Committee  ï A digest of issues considered at the meeting on  

16 December 2008.  

The above document  is in the óFeedback from Outside Bodiesô file on the bookcase in the Membersô Area. 

 

In the press  

4One repossession every 10 minutes  

The number of homes being 

repossessed has almost doubled 

in a year and the rate is now 

running at one every 10 

minutes. A total of 13,161 

properties were repossessed in 

the three months to the end of September, a year -

on -year rise of 92 % , the Financial Services Authority 

said.  

4Image problem haunts child social work  

Anthony Douglas, chief executive of CAFCASS (the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service) 

believes child protecti on has become so difficult that a 

complete rethink is needed about recruitment, 

qualifications and training.  

4Ministers consider revival 

of local authority mortgages  

The government is paving the way 

for local authorities to offer low -cost 

mortgages to first - time buyers and 

others struggling to get loans, with 

Margaret Beckett understood to be looking at 

resurrecting schemes last seen in the mid 1970s. 

Several councils hav e been lobbying the government 

to lift restrictions.  

4Councils to look at pooling money  

Councils will propose pooling billions of pounds of 

money to support big infrastructure projects such as 

housing and road building in an attempt to stave  off 

the worst effects of the recession. The LGA has 

writt en to Hazel Blears, Communities S ecretary, 

putting forward a 10 -point plan.  

44 Million for Eleanor Rigby funerals  

Councils are being forced to spend £4million a 

year on funerals as more people die without any 

friends or family to bury them. Local authorities 

in England and Wales carried out 4,900 public 

health funerals last year, a rise of 1 0%  on the 

previous twelve months.  

4Councils paying bills late put jobs at 

risk  

Small business leaders say 

thousands of jobs are being put 

at risk because councils are 

failing to pay invoices within 

the Governmentôs 10 day 

target. A spokesman for the LGA is 

quoted: ñItôs councils who pick up the pieces 

when people lose their jobs and if small firms 

are unnecessarily put at risk, it puts jobs at 

risk.ò 

4Site savers  

Stalled plans to revive rundown town centres 

illustrate how the property slump an d credit 

crunch have hit regeneration.  

4Second expert raises new fears over 

recycling policy  

Tim Fox, the head of environment at 

the Institute of Mechanical 

Engineers, is calling on the 

Department for Food, Environment 

and Rural Affairs to carry out 

research into the impact of recycling materials 

versus converting waste into electricity in local 

incinerators.  

http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1335971
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/81319/92-rise-in-home-repossessions-
http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/career_and_jobs/article5569468.ece
http://www.guardian.co.uk/money/2009/jan/28/local-authority-mortgages
http://www.guardian.co.uk/money/2009/jan/28/local-authority-mortgages
http://www.guardian.co.uk/money/2009/jan/28/local-authority-mortgages
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/6e321e32-eda6-11dd-bd60-0000779fd2ac,Authorised=false.html?_i_location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcms%2Fs%2F0%2F6e321e32-eda6-11dd-bd60-0000779fd2ac.html&_i_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ft.com%2Fsearch%3FqueryText%3Dcouncils%2Bpooling
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/family/4337537/Taxpayers-face-4m-bill-for-Eleanor-Rigby-funerals.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/4337634/Small-businesses-at-risk-after-councils-ignore-Government-pleas-to-pay-invoices-within-10-days.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/4337634/Small-businesses-at-risk-after-councils-ignore-Government-pleas-to-pay-invoices-within-10-days.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/4337634/Small-businesses-at-risk-after-councils-ignore-Government-pleas-to-pay-invoices-within-10-days.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2009/jan/28/housing-regeneration-communities
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/businessandecology/recycling/4375268/Policy-of-shipping-recyclable-waste-to-China-needs-reviewing-say-experts.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/businessandecology/recycling/4375268/Policy-of-shipping-recyclable-waste-to-China-needs-reviewing-say-experts.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/businessandecology/recycling/4375268/Policy-of-shipping-recyclable-waste-to-China-needs-reviewing-say-experts.html

