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Council Offices 
Knowle  

Sidmouth 
EX10 9BL 

 
 www.eastdevon.gov.uk 

Meeting DSO Date Time Location 

Licensing & Enforcement 
Sub Committee 

CL Tuesday 21 July 9.30am CANCELLED 

East Devon Floods 

Recovery Group 
DM Friday 24 July 2.00pm Council Chamber 

Licensing & Enforcement 
Sub Committee 

CL Tuesday 28 July 9.30am CANCELLED 

Sheltered Housing Task 
and Finish Forum 

AT Tuesday 28 July 10.00am 
Churchill Court 
Community Centre, 

Lympstone 

Development 
Management Committee 

CEH Tuesday 28 July 2.00pm Council Chamber 

Computer Surgery with 
Mark Snell 

 Wednesday 29 July 
4.00-
6.00pm 

Members‟ Area 

COUNCIL DV Wednesday 29 July 6.30pm Council Chamber 

Local Development 
Framework Panel 

HJ Thursday 30 July TBA 
Silverdown Offices, 
Clyst Honiton 

Democratic Services Officers:  

 Diana Vernon 
 01395 517541 

Christopher Holland 
01395 517543 

Hannah Jarvis 
01395 517542 

Chris Lane 
01395 517544 

Debbie Meakin 
01395 517540 

Rachel Perram 
 01395 517542 

Alethea Thompson 
01395 517540 

Would Councillors please pass their apologies to Democratic Services whenever they are unable to attend a 

meeting so that post can be sent or withheld as appropriate. Please don‟t forget to check your pigeon holes 

whenever you are visiting Knowle. 

If you would like a copy of the papers relating to any of the above meetings, please contact the relevant 

Democratic Services Officer. (All the above meetings are at Knowle, unless otherwise specified). 

Click here to view agendas and minutes on the Council‟s website. Click here to view planning applications online. 

The Knowledge  

River Axe  ▪  Photo by Debbie Fletcher 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/your_council/councillors_and_meetings/committee_minutes_and_agendas.htm
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/publicaccess/
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Executive Board: 15 July 2009  Members are notified of the following decisions 

 Item Decision 

24 Minutes of the meetings of 

the Overview and Scrutiny 

Committees and Housing 

Review Board: 

Economy Overview & Scrutiny 

11 June  

Service Delivery/Performance 

Overview & Scrutiny 17 June  

Communities Overview & 

Scrutiny 24 June 

Overview & Scrutiny –  

Co-ordinating 1 July  

Housing Review Board 25 June  

 

1. that the following decisions be noted: 
Economy Minutes 2 and 3. 
Service Delivery/Performance Overview and Scrutiny Minutes 2, 
3, 4. 

Communities Overview and Scrutiny Minutes 3, 5, 6. 
Overview and Scrutiny Co-ordinating Minutes 4, 7. 
Housing Review Board Minutes 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 
17. 

2. that the following recommendations be approved: 

Communities Overview and Scrutiny Minutes 5. 
Overview and Scrutiny Co-ordinating Minute 7. 
Housing Review Board Minutes 6, 15. 
 

3. that the following recommendation be referred to Council for 
approval: Housing Review Board Minute 13. 

 
4. that the following recommendation be referred to Development 
 Management Committee: Communities Minute 4. 

28 Home Safeguard community 

alarm service review 

 

1. that all new Home Safeguard customers who are over 80 and in 

receipt of benefits be charged the same as all other clients from 1 

September 2009,  

2. that all other customers currently provided with a free service be 

charged from 1 April 2010, 

3. that delegated authority be given to the Housing Business 

Manager in consultation with the Portfolio Holder – Communities 

to grant exemptions from Home Safeguard charges in cases of 

genuine hardship, 

4. that the short term investment needs set out in the Home 

Safeguard review and the charging structure for Telecare 

customers be approved, 

5. that the Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee be asked 

to investigate how the service could be improved and marketed 

more widely, for example for lone workers, 

6. that the fees and charges for the service be set at a level to 

ensure that the service breaks even by no later than April 2011, 

with progress being reviewed in 6 months‟ time by the Executive 

Board. 

29 Performance Monitoring 

report ï for May 09 

that the performance and proposed remedial action against the 

selected Performance Indicators for the 2009/10 financial year until 

May 2009 be noted. 

30 Place Survey ï comparison 

of results 

that the results of the Place Survey in comparison with the national 

results be noted and the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees 

be asked to consider how the statistics could be used to improve the 

Council‟s performance particularly in respect of public 

involvement/engagement in the decision making process and 

inclusiveness of service provision.  

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/110609.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/110609.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/sdpos_mins_170609-3.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/sdpos_mins_170609-3.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/cosc_mins_240609.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/cosc_mins_240609.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/oscc_mins_010709.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/oscc_mins_010709.pdf
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/hrb_250609.pdf
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Executive Board: 15 July 2009  (continued) 

 Item Decision 

31 Sustainable Communities Act 

 

1. that the Council puts all its weight behind submitting the one 

(top) proposal on affordable housing for local people,  

2. that the document in support of the Sustainable Communities 

Act 2007 (Amendment) Bill be signed on behalf of the Council 

and  sent to our MP, 

3. that a contribution of £500 be made towards the work of Local 

Works, who are asking for EDDCs financial support in continuing 

their work on the Sustainable Communities Act 2007 

(Amendment) Bill and Local Spending Reports. 

32 Thelma Hulbert Gallery 

expansion 

that the intention of the Arts Development Team to carry out plans 

for the expansion of the Thelma Hulbert Gallery into the whole of 

Elmfield House be noted. 

33 Exeter Science Park Limited 

 

1. that the Council‟s capital investment be approved under the 

promotion of economic well-being powers in Section 2 of the 

Local Government Act 2000. 

2. that the Exeter Science Park Articles of Association and Share 

Holders‟ Agreement together with any related documentation be 

signed on behalf of the Council. 

35 Membersô Allowances 

 

that arrangements be made for the Independent Remuneration 

Panel to meet in October/November 2009 to consider specifically: 

 the responsibilities and workloads of the Overview and Scrutiny 

Committees established at the annual meeting of the Council in 

May 2009 with a view to making recommendations in respect 

of Chairman/Vice Chairman special responsibility allowances of 

each of these Committees,  

 the responsibilities and role of the Independent Chairman of 

the Housing Review Board, also taking into account 

independent members on other Committees, 

with the recommendations of the Panel being referred to a future 

meeting of the Executive Board for consideration. 

36 Feniton Old Village Drainage 

 

1. that works be carried out to improve the systems as identified in 

paragraph 5.1 of the Consultant‟s report, 

2. that the cost of an appraisal in order to apply to DEFRA for 

funding for a replacement system be investigated. 

37 Request for exemption from 

Standing Orders - Green 

Infrastructure Strategy for 

the Exeter and East Devon 

New Growth Point 

1. that the Exeter & East Devon New Growth Point Steering Board 

allocation of £20,000 for the production of a Green 

Infrastructure Strategy be approved, 

2. that exemption from Standing Orders for the appointment of 

Landscape Design Associates to progress with Phase 2 of the 

Green Infrastructure work for the New Growth Point area be 

approved for the reasons set out in the report. 
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Executive Board: 15 July 2009  (continued) 

 Item Decision 

38 Request for exemption from 

Standing Orders ï Stowford 

Rise, Sidmouth Community 

Centre 

that permission be granted for an exemption from Standing Orders to 

appoint consultants, Norfolk Property Service, to undertake 

preliminary site investigation works on land in the Council‟s 

ownership; the reasons for the exemption being set out in the report. 

40 Transfer of housing land at 

Rodney Close, Exmouth to 

Devon and Cornwall 

Housing Association at less 

than Best Value 

that the transfer of approximately 0.3 Ha (0.75 acre) land at Rodney 

Close, Exmouth to Devon and Cornwall Housing Association, by way 

of a 125 year ground lease, at less than „Best Value‟ be approved. 

41 Transfer of housing land at 

Grove Road, Whimple to 

Spectrum Housing Group at 

less than Best Value 

 

1. that the transfer of 0.290 Ha of housing land at Grove Road, 

Whimple to Spectrum Housing Group Limited by way of a 125 

year ground lease at less than „Best Value‟ be approved, 

2. that the transfer of 0.337 Ha of allotment land at Grove Road, 

Whimple to Whimple Parish Council at nil consideration be 

approved. 

42 Seaton Regeneration up-

date 

1. that the contents of the report  be noted and the progress that 

has been made towards the delivery of the Council‟s longstanding 

commitment to comprehensive regeneration in Seaton be 

welcomed; 

2. that the progress being made on negotiations by the Corporate 

Director, on behalf of the Council, with Tesco Stores Limited for 

the disposal of an interest in land at the Underfleet/Harbour Road  

Seaton be noted, these (i) would allow Tesco Stores Limited to 

create a pedestrian link from its land to the Underfleet/Harbour 

Road junction and (ii) may provide the Council with a further 

mechanism to secure obligations from Tesco Stores Limited which 

would aid achieving a comprehensive regeneration scheme within 

the Seaton Regeneration Area; 

3. that disposal of any land owned by the Council and which forms 

public open space would have to be the subject of an 

advertisement process with Members considering representations 

received prior to disposal; 

4. that no disposal of the relevant land shall take place until 

specialist advice has been obtained to assess whether an offer by 

Tesco Stores Limited represents best consideration reasonably 

available on the open market; 

5. that at this time no marketing has taken place relating to the site 

subject to Sainsbury‟s Supermarkets Limited‟s application for 

planning permission and that before a disposal could take place 

the Council would need to establish best consideration, most 

likely by carrying out a full marketing exercise; 

6. that a further report on the Council‟s landownership issues will be 

submitted to Members when the relevant planning applications 

have been considered. Continued...  
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Executive Board: 15 July 2009  (continued) 

 Item Decision 

  Continued...  

7. that a bid has been made on the basis of a revised scheme to the 

Sea Change CABE grant for £1 million;  delivery of the project will 

require further capital support from East Devon District Council in 

addition to the land contribution. 

43 Selection process for new 

equipment for the 

Document Centre 

that permission be granted for an exemption from Standing Orders  

for the selection of Xerox equipment for the Document Centre for the 

reasons set out in the report.  

44 Local Government Review ï 

up-date 

 

1. that this Council welcomes the Boundary Committee‟s decision 

not to report to the Secretary of State with advice on possible 

reorganisation of local government in Devon, Norfolk and Suffolk, 

following the High Court decision to quash the Boundary 

Committee‟s consultation process in relation to Suffolk, 

2. that delegated authority be given to the Deputy Chief Executive, 

in consultation with the Leader and the Head of Legal, Licensing 

and Democratic Services, to take further advice from leading 

counsel and any further action reasonably required to protect the 

Council‟s position, including issuing court proceedings.   

The above decisions will become effective on 23 July 2009 at 9.00am unless ñcalled inò. The 

published procedure for a ñcall inò is on pages 133-135 of the Council Constitution , or contact 

Democratic Services for assistance or explanation. Recommendations by the Executive Board to 

Council are not included above, as they are not subject to ñcall inò. 

 

 

Chairmanôs engagements 

Friday 3 July 

Chairman attended the opening of the extension to the Sidmouth Lifeboat Station. 

Saturday 4 July 

Chairman attended the opening of Kennaway House, Sidmouth. 

Saturday 11 July 

Chairman and Mrs Liverton attended a production of “Wizard” at the Barnfield Theatre by the Dance Arts 

Theatre School of Exmouth. 

Wednesday 15 July 

Chairman presented the flag from the Armed Forces Day to the Sergeant Major at the Commando Training 

Centre Royal Marines (CTCRM), Lympstone. 

Thursday 23 July 

Chairman and Mrs Liverton to attend a reception at County Hall, Exeter in honour of Exeter City Football 

Club‟s promotion to Division One of the Football League. 
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Local Government Reorganisation:  

High Court quashes Boundary Committee process 

The Boundary Committee was due to report on 15 July to the Secretary of State with its advice on the 

reorganisation of Devon into one or more unitary councils. On 14 July the Committee advised the 

Secretary of State that it could not report, as the High Court had quashed the Committee‟s consultation 

process for acting unfairly, following legal action by Suffolk District Council. The Boundary Committee has 

permission to appeal the court decision. 

The Court of Appeal has already ruled that the Boundary Committee failed to consult properly on the 

affordability of its proposals in Devon and Norfolk, following legal action by East Devon and Breckland 

Councils.   

The Secretary of State has now extended the 15 July deadline indefinitely. His letter to the Boundary 

Committee of 14 July, copied to all affected councils, states: „Following the determination of any appeal the 

Secretary of State will consider whether any further later date should be specified. He recognises however 

the importance of minimising further disruption and the continuing period of uncertainty for the councils 

and local communities concerned and he will have regard to this when deciding what, if any, further later 

date should be specified.‟   

Given this latest delay,  it looks increasingly unlikely that the Boundary Committee and Secretary of State 

will have sufficient time to go through the proper processes of consultation needed to  set any 

reorganisation in train before the next general election, even if the Secretary of State decides to continue 

with the process. 

In May this year, this Council carried out a public opinion survey, sent to all 65,000 households. This 

showed 86% of respondents prefer the Integrated Devon approach proposed by a group comprising most 

of Devon‟s District Councils. This would mean the existing councils being retained but working together 

more closely to share services and make costs savings. 

Rachel Pocock (Head of Legal, Licensing and Democratic Services) 

 01395 517401 (or Ext 2601)  rpocock@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

More horse riding for people with disabilities? 

The Council has been advised of the excellent work being done by the East Devon 

„Riding for the Disabled Association‟. They currently have 30 volunteers, but can 

only providing riding for 20 people, though they have many others on a waiting 

list. They are currently making an „Awards For All‟ bid for the purchase of 2 more 

horses, and the Council is of course happy to add their support to this bid. 

The group, based at stables near Whimple are providing riding for adults and 

children with disabilities from across East Devon. They point out the many 

benefits of riding: balance, confidence, concentration, self esteem, 

communication and so on,  not to mention the social contacts between volunteers 

and riders ... and fun. 

If anyone wishes to personally support this cause please feel free to contact the 

group on 0845 241 4374, or if you are aware of other possible grant funds, 

please email Janet Portlock (their fund-raising coordinator) on janetcmp@supanet.com 

Peter Jeffs (Corporate Director) 

 01395 517452 (or Ext 2652)  pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

 

mailto:rpocock@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:janetcmp@supanet.com
mailto:pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk
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News from the IDeA (Improvement and Development Agency) 

4'Global slowdown: local solutions II, 

councils helping people and businesses' 

This new, joint publication from the IDeA and the 

Local Government Association (LGA) demonstrates 

how councils are ideally placed to assist their 

communities during the recession. Read a collection 

of inspiring case studies from a range of councils 

that show how they are taking innovative steps to 

ensure local residents and businesses are best 

placed to benefit when the recovery begins. 

4Innovative approach to housing crisis 

Last year the IDeA highlighted how one 

local strategic partnership had taken a 

hands-on approach to the affordable 

housing crisis. Nine months later 

discover how this new way of working 

is beginning to pay dividends in Oxford. 

4The IDeA is 10! 

The IDeA is celebrating its 10th birthday this week. 

Find out how it has contributed to the success story 

of local government over the past decade, and how 

it plans to meet the challenge of public spending 

cuts. 

 

4Driving economic prosperity: a practical 

guide for lead members 

What are the practical things you can do as an 

elected lead member to drive economic prosperity 

in your area? Read this new IDeA publication 

designed for lead members across all portfolios 

and find out what you can achieve for your 

community. 

4Maintain a healthy weight and prevent 

cancer 

Thousands of lives could be saved 

each year if more people maintained 

a healthy weight. But despite the scientific 

evidence about the risk, waistlines are still 

expanding. Discover the reasons why. 

4Equality impact assessments (EqIA): 

council advice 

Herefordshire County Council has used the EqIA 

process as a tool for service improvement across 

its organisation. Carol Trachonitis, in interview with 

the IDeA, explains what the council has done to 

link EqIAs to its service planning process to 

improve service delivery. 

 

Help residents have a say 

You will probably know some residents of East Devon that would like to have more of a say on 

Council services and life in East Devon. If you do, please let them know about our Speak Now 

residents‟ panel.  

Speak Now is a group of East Devon residents that are regularly asked for their views by 

the Council. It gives people the opportunity to make their views heard on local issues and to 

take an active part in the decision making process. 

Any resident of East Devon can find out more or join in a variety of ways: 

 Online by going to www.eastdevon.gov.uk/speaknow  

 By calling 01395 517569 

 By emailing speaknow@eastdevon.gov.uk  

The panel are asked for their views using postal questionnaires, discussion groups, workshops, online 

questionnaires and so on and they can take part as much or as little as they like.  

A recent example was when panel members were invited to an evening event and given the opportunity to 

vote on which proposals the Council should pursue as part of the Sustainable Communities Act. This could 

impact on national policy and legislation - so the panel can really make a difference!  

Residents aged between 18 and 35 are currently under-represented on the panel, so we would be 

particularly grateful for any new members in this age group.   

If you would like to find out more about Speak Now please contact Jamie Buckley, Engagement and 

Funding Officer, on 01395 517569 or email jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk. 

http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6159/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6159/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6159/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6162/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6163/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/4207/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/4207/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/4207/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6164/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6164/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6164/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6161/0/
http://list.idea-knowledge.gov.uk/t/36817/86948/6161/0/
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/speaknow
mailto:speaknow@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
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óStriking the balanceô 

The Council has received some guidance from the IDeA and Local Government Association (LGA) about 

controlling the use of Council facilities. This is about letting out facilities in a balanced way so that they can 

be used by the community but do not provide a place for meetings promoting extremist views, including 

those of a violent religious, racist or sexist nature. The document „striking the balance‟ is available on the 

LGA website. 

Peter Jeffs (Corporate Director) 

 01395 517452 (or Ext 2652)   pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

Find out more about funding 

Learn about funding for community buildings   

The Devon Association of Community Buildings (DACB) have organised two courses that 

would be very useful if you are involved with running your local community 

buildings (for example village halls, community centres): 

 Funding for the Future - How to make your community building financially 

secure. Teign Valley Community Hall in Teignbridge on 16 September. 

 Fund it, Build it - An essential course for communities involved in capital 

works projects. This will help you explore funding opportunities and write successful funding bids. 

Beaford Village Hall in Torridge on 24 September. 

Both courses are between 10.30am and 3.30pm. £20 per person for DACB members and £30 per person 

for non-members. Places must be booked in advance. Lunch and refreshments are provided.  

Community buildings drop in surgeries   

At these free drop in sessions you can find out about anything to do with community buildings including 

how to fill in grant applications, how to do health and safety assessments, how to become more self 

sufficient and how to manage your finances. They are taking place: 

 8 October at Butterleigh Village Hall in Mid-Devon between 9am and 1pm 

 11 November at Whitestone Village Hall in Teignbridge between 1.30pm and 5.30pm 

 Please let them know in advance if you are planning to go along. 

Community buildings meeting 

DACB is holding their annual conference and AGM on 5 August. They will be discussing how community 

buildings in Devon can work together to reduce costs. There will be stands and displays from a wide 

variety of relevant people that can help community buildings to apply for grants, set up a website, lobby 

Government, apply for insurance and so on.  

The event is being held at the Kenn Centre in Exeter between 9.30am and 2pm. £20 per person for DACB 

members and £30 per person for non-members. Places must be booked in advance. Lunch and 

refreshments are provided.  

To book your place, or to find out more information about any of these events phone Gail Hickson on 

01392 383443 or email gail@devonrcc.org.uk 

Jamie Buckley (Engagement & Funding Officer)  

 01395 517569 (or Ext 2769) jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/publications/publication-display.do?id=2170624
mailto:pjeffs@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:gail@devonrcc.org.uk
mailto:jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
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News from the Rural Services Network (RSN) 

4SoC09: Profound rural challenge of 

recession (members only) 

The recession has left the rural economy facing 

profound challenges, an expert has warned. 

Lisa Harker, co-director of the Institute for 

Public Policy Research, made the claim during a 

State of the Countryside conference in 

Birmingham. Issues such affordable housing, 

unemployment and care for the elderly posed 

particular threats for rural areas, she said. 

4Toolkit to measure rural 

sustainability 

Sustainability has never been easy to define but 

now experts have devised a new 

method of measuring it in a rural 

context. They seek to address 

the need for a more sophisticated 

approach to measure the 

'sustainability' of rural 

settlements. The project aims to help public 

authorities, local communities and professionals 

reach a balanced view about sustainability. 

4Maps show rural mobile 

broadband not-spots 

Rural areas are missing out on 

mobile broadband, reveal new 

maps published by Ofcom, the 

Government's telecom watchdog. 

The maps of 3G coverage show 

areas where people are unable to 

connect to the internet using the 

mobile phone network. Third generation mobile 

broadband has been seen as one way of bringing faster 

internet access to rural areas. 

4Rate relief 'vital' for rural business 

Urgent action is needed to halt the closure of rural 

shops, say campaigners. Shops, pubs, post offices and 

petrol stations are all eligible for funds from local 

authorities which could help them through the 

recession. But 47% of potential claimants are missing 

out, claims a report by the Federation of Small 

Businesses (FSB). 

Note: Members of RSN (which includes Councillors and Council 

staff) can gain free and full access to RSN Online by registering. 

 

New documents in the Membersô Area  

 Devon Association of Parish Councils (DAPC) – the July/August 2009 edition of the DAPC 

newsletter is now available in the Members‟ Area. 

 Council Members have received a letter from the Devon Primary Care Trust (PCT) Board, with  

notification of Devon PCT‟s July Board meeting at The Pavilion, Exmouth on Wednesday 22 July at 

10am. If there are any local health care issues which you are aware of, you are free to attend and 

speak at the start of the meeting. Please notify Claire Lewis Claire.lewis3@nhs.net  01392 267666 so 

that the proceedings can be timetabled. Further details are available in the letter now in the Members‟ 

Area. 

 Exmouth Town Council have received a letter of thanks to Council Members. This is in relation to the 

arrangements for allowing dogs on the beach at Exmouth. The letter has been placed in the Members‟ 

Area. 

 EDDC has received a letter from Vice Admiral P J Wilkinson, Deputy Chief of the 

Defence Staff. He writes on behalf of the Armed Forces, the veterans‟ community and 

the cadet organisations, to express appreciation for EDDC‟s participation in the hugely 

successful Armed Forces Day flag-flying event that took place throughout the 

country. This letter is available in the Members‟ Area. 

Feedback from outside bodies 

 The East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership – Minutes from the Steering Group Meeting 

on 3 June 2009 

The above document is in the „Feedback from Outside Bodies‟ file on the bookcase in the Members‟ Area. 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102637520324&s=1270&e=001ot5Ujk5hFXejAaG98CrfIB1OLBRK2R6PVqQM7Dem5SMKsW0n8u4riop13ueaY8lWdVqJUlvfKFSedmhitM8KKgj2cJgTcgRrXQcFrgU5s0i3_xFltfVSSCQEXeSi9INI3MjSClJMHO9bZJYKfdUPD-8goG9kCKzHrWWNI8r5tICOXgtg4FhcqQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102637520324&s=1270&e=001ot5Ujk5hFXejAaG98CrfIB1OLBRK2R6PVqQM7Dem5SMKsW0n8u4riop13ueaY8lWdVqJUlvfKFSedmhitM8KKgj2cJgTcgRrXQcFrgU5s0i3_xFltfVSSCQEXeSi9INI3MjSClJMHO9bZJYKfdUPD-8goG9kCKzHrWWNI8r5tICOXgtg4FhcqQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102637520324&s=1270&e=001ot5Ujk5hFXejAaG98CrfIB1OLBRK2R6PVqQM7Dem5SMKsW0n8u4riop13ueaY8lWdVqJUlvfKFSedmhitM8KKgj2cJgTcgRrXQcFrgU5s0i3_xFltfVSSCQEXeSi9INI3MjSClJMHO9bZJYKfdUPD-8goG9kCKzHrWWNI8r5tICOXgtg4FhcqQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102637520324&s=1270&e=001ot5Ujk5hFXcCX1MaIlKFtu2vtjpVh1nEvKGOfmDa9Xeg1LGAOUz59EFxdQuo6caZydg0LyEhSVUzGvNXK39nfYnDhZVcyN16p5Z8WO6VEhIe7lgPlFaSkRwYa9vzD1VD-F9gfKhN-gjk-HFJqqf2plVYkvabLk-2FwJocFW54ERYVqE8-n1-qu0pLkNcsWQTR6inbKrBz1A=
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Get involved 

The British Youth Council (BYC) are asking whether EDDC would like to be involved in their Local Councillor 

Shadowing Programme. Would Councillors like to take part? 

Councillors would be expected to link with the young people taking part for 25 hours worth of shadowing 

activities which can take place in a period of between 1 and 6 weeks. They have suggested that to start 

with, each District Authority starts with 1 (or maybe 2) Councillors on the scheme with 2 young people 

shadowing each Councillor. The BYC would pay a £120 bursary for each young person on the scheme, to 

pay for the young person‟s travel expenses and food.   

This initiative is aimed at 13 to 19 year olds who are under represented or disadvantaged. It will give them 

a unique opportunity to engage with councillors face to face and give them the knowledge and skills to get 

involved in the democratic process. 

If EDDC is to take part, the scheme could start in November, depending upon the councillors‟ availability. 

The Youth Council has put in place an assessment system to help councils that have expressed an interest, 

but they require the expression of interest by 28 July, so please respond as soon as possible. If you would 

like to get involved, please contact Jamie Buckley, Engagement and Funding Officer, 

jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk or phone 01395 517569.  

 

Report from Elly Darkin - a work experience placement with EDDC 

I am a work experience student from the King School, Ottery St. Mary, and have spent my week working 

with and learning about my District Council. On my last day I had the chance to meet with the Young 

Persons Champion, Iain Chubb. Despite our meeting being rather short, I felt I got a useful insight in to 

the council‟s attitudes about young people.  

Being a teenager myself, I know that many people have stereotypical views of us, and I expected that the 

council would have adopted some of these views through statistics and individual cases they may have had 

to deal with. I was pleasantly surprised when talking to Iain that his stance on young people (especially 

teens) was realistic and also fairly sympathetic. When I questioned the lack of services available to young 

people, he understood how frustrated we were, and assured me that he was doing all he could to „fight our 

corner‟ but explained how hard it is without funding.  

I understand that Devon County Council takes on a great deal more responsibility where young people are 

involved, because it receives funding, whereas the District Council does not. With this in mind, Iain works 

mainly to include the demands of young people in new developments. For example, if a new housing estate 

was constructed, then it would be Iain‟s job to make sure facilities for young people were in place too.  

East Devon is an area in which many people choose to retire, and it is therefore hard to cater for the needs 

of both opposing age groups. I described how people in my age group felt about the area, and what we 

thought could be improved or altered to make it a better place to live. Iain took my ideas on board and 

plans to speak to people about how to achieve some of these goals. Some of my concerns were the EMA 

system which is not working as effectively as it could; public transport which is an ongoing issue for 

teenagers who find it hard in the current economic climate to find any kind of Saturday jobs to fund train 

and bus journeys which are essential due to the inability to drive; and also the lack of facilities like skate 

parks and recreational buildings in the rural areas we live in.  

I brought up some of my personal opinions about social pressures and how the council could help 

teenagers deal with the issues which lead to crime and antisocial behaviour, with workshops in school 

which he supported. The idea of inviting councillors into school so our ideas could be put forth was 

encouraged strongly and I hope to talk with my teachers at school in hope of arranging a meeting.  

To conclude, I feel I now have a deeper understanding of how that part of the council operates, and I am 

satisfied that some of my ideas for improving East Devon in regard to the needs of young people were 

recognised. I have thoroughly enjoyed my week at East Devon District Council and feel I now have a 

detailed understanding how my local council operates, which was my main incentive for choosing this 

placement. Many thanks to all who were involved in making my week so successful. 

mailto:jbuckley@eastdevon.gov.uk
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Contract awarded 

The Council accepted the lowest tender received from Ian Chick Contracts (South West) Ltd, in the sum of 

£37,272.30 excluding VAT, for the modernisation and extension to the Council house at 22 The Crescent – 

Exmouth. 

Chris Brookbank (Programmed Works Officer - Housing Management Team) 

Tel: 01395 516551 (Ext 2408)  cbrookbank@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

In the press 

4Rural jobless are óworst hitô 

Jobseekers in the countryside have been hit 

harder by the recession than their counterparts in 

towns and cities, research from the Local 

Government Association (LGA) has suggested. 

There were six people chasing every rural job 

vacancy during May compared with nine for 

urban vacancies, but the rate of the increase has 

been sharper. 

4The hanging gardens of tower blocks 

Tower blocks of the future 

would have cascades of 

allotments under a European 

plan to get city dwellers to 

grow food to cut CO2 

emissions. Walls, balconies 

and roofs would be used to cultivate fruit and 

vegetables. 

4Failed adoptions double in five years 

The number of adopted children who have been 

returned to care homes because their new 

parents cannot cope with them has doubled in 

the past five years. Data obtained under the 

Freedom of Information Act show that the 

number has increased by a third in the past year 

alone as parents struggle with children who have 

suffered years of neglect or abuse in their natural 

families. 

4Private schools óforced to raise feesô 

Thousands of middle-

class families face being 

priced out of private 

education after a 

landmark ruling, 

according to school 

leaders. The warning came after two schools 

became the first in England to be ordered to 

increase the amount of money they spend on 

free places or risk being stripped of their 

charitable status. 

4Mature students add to squeeze on 

university places 

A surge in the number of mature 

students applying to university 

has led to an unprecedented 

squeeze on places, official figures 

suggest. Last month, the LGA 

predicted one million young people will be left 

without a job or college place this summer after 

falling victim to the recession. 

4Green towns ócould be a threat to the 

countrysideô 

Rural campaigners have warned of local protests 

throughout the country after Gordon Brown 

announced this week he is to push ahead with his 

eco-towns project. Three or four sites will be 

named, the first towns of 5,000 to 10,000 homes 

each will be “under way” by 2016. 

4Power struggles 

England is facing a raft of 

applications for major projects - 

from nuclear power stations to 

wind farms - in the run up to next 

year's general election. Energy 

companies and developers are 

fine-tuning proposals that will test the Government's 

resolve to fast-track schemes considered vital for 

the national interest. 

4A greener Britain for bigger household 

bills 

Household gas and electricity bills will rise by up to 

£249 a year to pay for a seven-fold increase in 

energy from low-carbon sources by 2020, according 

to the Government‟s Renewable Energy Strategy. 

Energy companies are expected to invest £100 

billion over the next decade in renewable sources. 

Local authorities will receive £11 million to employ 

experts who will help push through applications for 

wind farms. 

  

mailto:cbrookbank@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/financetopics/recession/5819533/Blue-collar-workers-hardest-hit-by-recession-Chartered-Institute-of-Personnel-and-Development-says.html
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article6676809.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/women/families/article6675966.ece
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/tax-threat-could-hit-hundreds-of-public-schools-1744947.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5786800/Record-numbers-of-students-applying-to-university-says-Ucas.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5786800/Record-numbers-of-students-applying-to-university-says-Ucas.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5786800/Record-numbers-of-students-applying-to-university-says-Ucas.html
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article6702876.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article6702876.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article6702876.ece
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2009/jul/15/quango-fast-tracks-controversial-projects
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/milibands-manifesto-to-make-britain-a-lowcarbon-economy-1748282.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/milibands-manifesto-to-make-britain-a-lowcarbon-economy-1748282.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/milibands-manifesto-to-make-britain-a-lowcarbon-economy-1748282.html


 
Page 12  17 July 2009 ▪ Issue 9 2008/2009 ▪ Produced by Democratic Services 

 

In the press (continued) 

4Four anti-social conduct incidents 

every minute 

Four incidents of anti-social behaviour are 

reported every minute, new figures indicate. 

Government data suggests there were 3.9 

million anti-social behaviour incidents in 2007-

08 - nearly 11,000 a day in England and Wales.  

4Lack of skills leaves 

young locked out of work 

The FT analyses the plight of 

under-25s in the recession, and 

argues that history is repeating 

itself in parts of the country 

that suffered from 

unemployment in the 1980s. 

4Top civil servant warns of deep cuts 

in public services 

Britain‟s most senior civil servant, Cabinet 

Secretary Sir Gus O‟Donnell, has warned of 

sweeping cuts in public services to maintain 

spending on key government programmes such 

as those dealing with care for the elderly, 

obesity and climate change. 

4Primary school lessons in converted 

plane 

A commercial aeroplane has 

been grounded and refitted as a 

classroom. Bosses at a primary 

school in Stoke on Trent were 

able to purchase the craft for half 

the price of a mobile classroom and the children 

helped design the interior. 

4Youth clubs struggling 

Half the country's youth clubs are surviving hand-to-

mouth, attempting to provide services on less than 

£10,000 a year funding, a new report from the 

umbrella group Clubs for Young People has said. It 

calls for greater local authority funding. 

4Councils blame supermarkets for 1.8bn 

cost of excess packaging 

Local authority leaders claim recycling efforts are 

being undermined and argue retailers should be 

forced to reveal publicly the amount of packaging 

they produce. Cllr Margaret Eaton, chairman of the 

LGA, is quoted: "Supermarkets must be open with 

people about how much packaging they are 

producing. It is vital consumers can make informed 

choices about where they shop and which products 

they buy." 

4Options unveiled for elderly care reform 

Broad options for a radical 

reform of social care funding 

have been outlined by the 

Government - but there was 

little evidence that it would be 

easy to agree a consensus for change. Campaigners 

have branded plans to make workers pay up to 

£20,000 on retirement for care in their old age a 'poll 

tax on the elderly'. 

4NHS staff not trained to spot child abuse 

Many NHS doctors and nurses are inadequately 

prepared to spot and act upon signs of child abuse or 

neglect, according to a report by the Care Quality 

Commission. The survey was ordered in the wake of 

the Baby P case. 
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