
1 

EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Licensing & Enforcement Sub 

Committee held at Knowle, Sidmouth on Tuesday 9 June 2009 
 
 

Present: Councillors: 

Graham Godbeer (Chairman) 

Jim Knight  
Ken Potter 

Officers: Ian Carter - Senior Licensing Officer 
Andrew Ennis – Environmental Health Manager 
Giles Salter – Assistant Solicitor 
Alethea Thompson -  Democratic Services Officer 

Apology: Chris Gibbings  

The meeting started at 11.35 am and finished at 2.00 pm. 
 

*1 Minutes 

 
The minutes of the meetings of the Licensing & Enforcement Sub Committee held on 11 
May and 20 May 2009, were confirmed and signed as a true record. 

 

*2 Application to grant a time limited Premises License under the 

Licensing Act 2003 at Beautiful Days, Escot Park, Ottery St Mary  

 
 The Sub Committee gave consideration to the application for the grant of a time limited 

Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003 to permit the provision of regulated 
entertainment, entertainment facilities and late night refreshment and the sale by retail of 
alcohol for consumption on and off the premises at Beautiful Days, Escot Park, Ottery St 
Mary. 

 
 The Chairman identified members of the Sub Committee, Officers, applicants and interested 

parties present. The applicant was Mr David Farrow. The applicant was represented by Mr 
Tim Selley, Crosse and Crosse Solicitors, and Mr Steve Anderson, Acoustic Consultant of 
Anderson Mitchell.  

 
The Sub Committee carefully considered the application for licensable activities and the 
proposed hours of operation with a view to deciding whether the application promoted the 
licensing objectives, as required by the Licensing Act 2003. They also took into account 
Government Guidance and the Council’s own licensing policy, and the Human Rights Act 
1998 in making their decision.  
 
The Sub Committee carefully considered the relevant representations that all parties had 
made and the written representations and other documentation put before the Sub 
Committee.  Consideration was given to the particular locality of the premises in a rural 
location and its physical relationship with residential in the vicinity. 
 
The Sub Committee considered it relevant that no representations had been received 
from the police in relation to the Licensing Act objectives that had been the subject of 
representations, in other words, public nuisance.  From this they concluded that the police 
did not consider that there was currently any significant problem associated with the 
current operation of the premises, or that there was likely to be if the application was 
granted. 
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*2 Application to grant a time limited Premises License under the Licensing 

Act 2003 at Beautiful Days, Escot Park, Ottery St Mary (Cont) 

 
The applicant at the hearing outlined his business experience, stating that the event was 
to be held for the seventh consecutive year.  The event had followed the same format for 
the past four years. There was ongoing discussion through the year and a de-brief after 
the festival in November each year to review the event to which interested parties and 
Responsible Authorities were invited.  Security had been tightened following complaints 
about noise from fireworks in the early hours of the morning.  The event was worth over 
£2 million to the local economy and catered for 11,000 people and 1,500 staff, using local 
businesses to provide services.   
 
The applicant expressed his concerns that he did not want an event that caused a noise 
nuisance and as a result had employed Mr Anderson as the event noise consultant for the 
previous year’s event.  The applicant felt that the hours applied for with the various 
licensable activities were proportionate and drew the Sub Committee’s attention to the 
Permitted Hours schedule, clarifying some points. 
 
Mr Anderson stated that complaints were important.  A noise hotline was in place where 
complainants could be responded to and complaints investigated.  It was important that 
there was little disturbance and annoyance to the average, reasonable person.  Escot was 
a rural, isolated community, typical of locations for music festivals.  Mr Anderson noted the 
distance and spread of the complaints received over the past years.  There was some 
considerable distance to the villages where noise from the festival was audible, although 
he doubted that there was a nuisance.  Complaints at Tipton St John, 3km from the 
festival site were noted, although no complaints had been received from residents within 
800m of the site. 
 
Mr Anderson stated that a level of audibility was acceptable on some occasions to most 
people.  He referred to the objective criteria in the Noise Council Guidance, although this 
was not a definitive standard.  The Noise Council Guidance set a level of 65 dB for green 
field festivals.  However Mr Anderson felt that this was probably too lax and that a more 
realistic and appropriate level was 55 dB. 
 
There was an agreement for the objective levels for the period up to midnight as set out in 
the proposed conditions 1 & 2 of Appendix E.  The applicant and his representatives felt 
that condition 3 was unacceptable, unwarranted and unachievable because there was no 
objective criteria agreed for 12:00 (midnight) to 4:00am.  The objective idea of virtual 
audibility outside to achieve inaudibility inside and not at monitoring points was preferred 
by Mr Anderson.  He felt that audibility was too sensitive and nothing could be done if an 
individual complainant was extra sensitive to the audibility question.  
 

The applicant’s solicitor, Mr Selley, drew the Sub Committee’s attention to the Guidance 
and section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003.  There had been no representations from 
“interested parties”.  The hearing was going ahead because of representations from 
Environmental Health. 
 
Mr Andrew Ennis, Environmental Health Manager set out East Devon District Council’s 
Environment Health position regarding the prevention of public nuisance, the 
management of noise emanating from festival events and in particular after midnight in 
two festival venues.  It was noted that EDDC received about 1000 noise complaints a year 
and of those up to 25 resulted in a Noise Abatement Notice being served.  Mr Ennis 
clarified for the Sub Committee that it was the low frequency of an amplified bass beat 
that would intrude and lead to the potential for noise nuisance. 
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*2 Application to grant a time limited Premises License under the Licensing 

Act 2003 at Beautiful Days, Escot Park, Ottery St Mary (Cont) 

 
Mr Ennis explained that acoustic terminology was complex, but basically it was about how 
a loud noise was measured by its dB and the character or nature of the noise and its 
frequency.  Mr Ennis raised three issues.  The first was guidance.  There was an absence 
of precise guidance on audibility.  However reference could be made to the non statutory 
guidance of Environmental Noise Management at Concerts and research from the 
Institute of Acoustics.  People tolerated 45 dB but it was very difficult to measure a distant 
thumping bass beat.  The bass beat penetrated buildings and travelled further than higher 
frequency music.  The Local Authority’s duty was to balance enjoyment of those attending 
the festival with the amount of noise nuisance to local residents and to limit the amount of 
broken sleep over the course of 72 hours activity.  It was noted that weather conditions 
governed audibility.   
 
The second issue raised by Mr Ennis was complaint history.  It was reported that the 
weather at the previous year’s festival had been inclement and the noise conditions could 
have been worse.  Complaints had been received after the event and had been difficult to 
log, with the exact time that the nuisance occurred difficult to record.  Mr Ennis also 
referred to the complaints received in 2007. 
 
The third issue raised by Mr Ennis was the role of the Environmental Health Officer.  This 
was to advise on preventing public nuisance.  It was reported that a precautionary 
approach should be adopted.  It was reasonable for any festival to give some respite to 
residents surrounding the event.  Mr Ennis suggested a cut off time for the louder events 
at midnight as not all attendees at the festival would be in the dance tent after midnight. 
 

 The Sub Committee carefully considered the operating schedule put forward by the 
applicant and the likely impact of the application.  In relation to the evidence they had heard 
regarding the history of the premises the Sub Committee considered that the event was well 
managed and controlled with good policies in place and adequate supervision of festival 
staff. 

 
The Sub Committee did not accept that there was evidence of a significant public 
nuisance arising from the current operation of the premises. This was because of a lack of 
evidence of a history of complaints to the statutory authorities. They did however take into 
account the concerns of East Devon District Council’s Environmental Health Manager 
about the future operation by ensuring that suitable conditions were imposed and that 
noise emanating from the festival site after midnight was sufficiently monitored and 
controlled. 

 
All parties were reminded of the closure and review powers which the Government 
brought into force on 24 November 2005. Premises which did not operate in an 
acceptable way in terms of the licensing objectives may in extreme cases be closed down 
by police action or have their scope of operation reduced by the licensing authority. 
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*2 Application to grant a time limited Premises License under the Licensing 

Act 2003 at Beautiful Days, Escot Park, Ottery St Mary (Cont) 

 

RESOLVED 1): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
that the Premises License be granted with the following conditions: 
 
  (a) The extent of the areas within which the various licensable activities 

will be permitted is as indicated by the legends on the applicant’s 
plan. 

 
  (b) Permitted hours for the various licensable activities will be as set out 

in the amended Appendix B. 
 

  (c) The conditions will now be as shown in Appendix E at Conditions 1 & 
2. 

 
(d)  Amended condition 3 to read: 

“music noise level such as not to exceed 40 dB (A) over any fifteen 
minute period between 12:00 (midnight) and 02:00 am from 
Thursday 20 August to Monday 24 August 2009”. 

 
  (e) Condition 4 to read: 

“Music noise arising from the premises shall be virtually inaudible, as 
defined at C4 of the applicant’s Noise Management Plan, at any of 
the 7 monitoring locations shown on the plan as submitted, between 
02:00 am and 09:00 am from Thursday 20 August to Monday 24 
August 2009. 
 

(f) All other conditions for licensable activities have been agreed 
between the parties for the regulation and conditioning of the 
Premises License on the application. 

 

2) that whilst the Sub Committee acknowledged the concerns expressed by 
the responsible authority before them, they believed that the concerns 
expressed in representations had been addressed by the hours of 
operation for the licensable activities and the conditions imposed which 
had been tailored to the size, characteristics and activities on the 
premises, and which the Sub Committee believed were necessary and 
proportionate. 

3) 
 
that the Designated Premises Supervisor would be Patrick McCraig of 
Hills Farm, Cotleigh, Honiton, Devon, EX14 9HE. 
 

 

*3 Schedule of application for Sub Committee approval where an agreed 

position has been reached and all parties have agreed a hearing is 

unnecessary 

 
 Consideration was given to the report of the Senior Licensing Officer which set out a 
schedule of applications for Sub Committee approval where an agreed position had been 
reached and all parties had agreed that a hearing was unnecessary. 

 

RESOLVED 
 
that the applications be granted as applied for subject to the agreed 
positions set out in the schedule and any relevant statutory conditions 
and the applicants having complied with relevant statutory requirements. 
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*3 Schedule of application for Sub Committee approval where an agreed 

position has been reached and all parties have agreed a hearing is 

unnecessary 

 
 
Type of 
Application 

Name of 
premises and 
address 

Agreed position reached by the parties 

Application for a 
premises licence 
to be granted  

Branscombe 
Airfield 
Higherlands Farm, 
Branscombe 

Following mediation the applicant and the Devon 
& Cornwall Constabulary have agreed that they 
consider a hearing to be unnecessary if the 
following agreed position is approved.  
 
The application be approved as submitted subject 
to:  
 
1. All licensable activity to cease at 0100 hrs. 
2. The hours the premises are open to the  

Public to be 1800 hrs to 01:30 hrs. 
3. Replace the conditions offered at Section    

‘P’ for the Operating Schedule with a 
condition of ‘The Licence Holder must 
comply with the Event Management Plan 
Submitted in Writing to and approved by the 
Licensing Authority.’ 

 
 Recommend approval of application subject to the amended operating 

schedule and the relevant mandatory conditions of the  Licensing Act 
2003 

Application for a 
premises licence 
to be granted 

Tale Valley Farm 
Shop, Escot. 
Ottery St Mary. 

Following mediation the applicant and the Devon 
& Cornwall Constabulary have agreed that they 
consider a hearing to be unnecessary if the 
following agreed position is approved.  
 
The application be approved as submitted subject 
to the inclusion within the operating schedule of 
the following conditions 
 
1. An incident book must be maintained within 

which full details of all occurrences of 
disorder and refused alcohol sales at the 
premises must be recorded.   

2. Irresponsible drinks promotions must not be 
carried out. 

3. All staff must be made aware of the social 
and legal obligations and their 
responsibilities regarding the sale of alcohol. 

4. A proof of age policy must be enforced. 
5. The premises must operate a ‘challenge 21’ 

policy to ensure that under 18 year olds are 
not sold/supplied alcohol. 

Recommendation Recommend approval of application subject to the amended operating 
schedule and the relevant mandatory conditions of the  Licensing Act 
2003 

 
 
Chairman   ......................................................   Date ....................................................................  


