
As anticipated in our last newsletter the government has introduced a new, 
streamlined process for making minor changes to premises licences and club 
certificates.  The “minor variations” procedure which came into force in July 
and will allow low impact changes that would not undermine the licensing 
objectives to take place without the need for the full variation application 
procedure.  The licensing objectives are the prevention of crime and disorder; 
public safety; the prevention of public nuisance; and the protection of children 
from harm. 
 

Minor variations will generally fall into four categories: 
�  Minor changes to the structure or layout of the premises 
�  Small adjustments to licensing hours (but cannot be used to extend 

hours for the sale or supply of alcohol) 
�  The removal of out of date, irrelevant or unenforceable conditions or the 

addition of volunteered conditions 
�  The addition of certain licensable activities (for example, adding the live 

music activity to a premises licence that is already providing other 
licensable activities at that time or is already open). 

 

Under the new procedure, the licence holder will send their application 
together with the prescribed fee of £89 to the Licensing Authority.  They must 
also place a public notice at the premises setting out the proposed changes.  
This is to give neighbours an opportunity to make representations which we, 
as the licensing authority, must consider, but there will be no hearing.  A copy 
of the notice and prescribed application form can be obtained from the 
Council’s Licensing Team.  They are also available on the licensing pages of 
the Council’s website.  If you would like some advice on a particular change 
you are contemplating please contact us.   
 

There is no need for copies of the application to be sent to the responsible 
authorities – if the licensing authority has any doubt about whether the 
application will have an adverse impact on one or more of the licensing 
objectives we will consult the relevant responsible authority.   
 

The Licensing Authority has 15 working days, following the day you give the 
application to us, to decide if it should be granted or refused.  Licensing 
officers will reject applications that threaten the licensing objectives, and these 
applications would then have to go through the full variation licensing process 
including, if necessary, a hearing of the licensing sub-committee.  
 

Minor Variation Simplification Plan Receives Approv al 

The Gambling Act 2005 requires us to publish a statement of licensing policy 
for a three-year period, setting out how the Authority will administer its duties 
under the legislation.  Our first Licensing Policy relating to the Gambling Act 
was approved by the full Council on 6 December 2006 and came into force on

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�  Minor Variation 
Simplification Plan 
Receives Parliament’s 
Approval 

2 Gambling Act 2005 – 
Three Yearly Policy 
Consultation Begins 

3 Removal of the 
requirement for a DPS 
for Community 
Premises 

 �

Gambling Licensing 
Policy Consultation 

Begins 
Gambling Act 2005 – Policy Re-Consultation Begins 

The Licensing Author i ty,  East  Devon Dist r i c t Counci l ,  Knowle,  Sidmouth, EX10 8HL 
ht tp:/ /www.eastdevon.gov.uk/ l i censing �

Summer 2009                I ssue 6  

Licensing News  
�
�

�

(Includes News of the Licensing and Gambling Acts)  

�



�
Page 2 Licensing NewsletterLicensing NewsletterPage 2 

�
�

the 31 January 2007.  We must now review the policy as we are coming 
towards the end of the three-year period.   
 

We are consulting with all stakeholders and interested parties on the content of 
the policy prior to its renewal.  It has been updated to remove information 
regarding transitional matters, and to include relevant changes in legislation.  
Your views are sought on the proposed changes which also includes proposed 
statements of principles to be applied to unlicensed family entertainment
centres and prize gaming permits.  Copies of the draft policy are available to 
view on our website or from the Licensing Team. 
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Removal of DPS Requirement for Community Premises  
The Licensing Act 2003 has been changed to allow community premises that 
can already sell alcohol under their licence to apply to have removed from the 
licence the mandatory condition requiring them to have a Designated Premises 
Supervisor to enable them to sell alcohol.  This change will allow community 
premises which have Premises licences authorising the sale of alcohol to 
operate without a DPS.  It will also permit the sales of alcohol to be made on 
the premises without the authorisation of a personal licence holder.  The term 
community premises means village and church hall style premises – schools 
and premises requiring membership to use the facilities are unlikely to fall 
within the definition.    
 

The new ‘alternative’ condition means that a “Management Committee” 
authorises and supervises sales of alcohol and the application form requires 
that it sets out how that supervision will take place in a range of different 
circumstances.  The committee will also need to provide copies of its 
constitution and the names of its key officers such as the Chairman, Treasurer 
and Secretary.  If these officers change then the committee must notify the 
Council, as the licensing authority, and send a copy to the police.  The 
licensing authority must be satisfied that arrangements for the management of 
the premises by the committee are sufficient to ensure that there is adequate 
supervision of the supply of alcohol on the premises.  As premises licence-
holder the management committee will be collectively responsible for ensuring 
compliance with the licence conditions and the law. 
   
If your hall does not currently have alcohol as one of its licensable activities 
you may include this ‘disapplication’ within a normal variation application and 
there will be no additional fee – you must however pay the usual variation fee 
that is relevant to your community premises.  If any issues arise with how the 
premises are run by the Management Committee then the police are able to 
request that the licence is reviewed so that the premises must have a 
Designated Premises Supervisor again if the sales of alcohol are to continue. 
 

Copies of the application forms and in the case of a variation, a copy of the 
necessary notice, are available from the Council’s Licensing Team or the 
licensing pages of our website.  If you already have the ability to sell alcohol on 
your Premises licence and only wish to remove the requirement for a DPS then 
the application fee is £23.  The ‘disapplication’ procedure requires that you 
send a copy of the application to the police.  If you would like any further advice 
please contact the Licensing Team. 
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