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According to Government statistics, each year on average 10 people die and about 750 are seriously injured in accidents involving unsafe electrical installations in the home. Part P of the Building Regulations is intended to increase the safety of households by improving the design, installation, inspection and testing of electrical installations in newly built, extended or altered dwellings.

Part P applies to electrical installations in:

• Dwellings

• Common parts of a building serving one or more dwellings 

   (Excluding power supply to lifts)

• Buildings that receive electricity from a source located within or shared from a dwelling

• A garden or in land associated with a building where the electricity is from a source located within or shared with a dwelling

What kind of electrical works should Building Control be notified of?
• All work that involves adding a new circuit to a dwelling

• Extra low voltage lighting installations, other than pre-assembled, CE-marked lighting sets

• Electric floor or ceiling heating systems

• Solar photovoltaic (PV) power supply systems

• Small scale generators such as MicroCHP (combined heat and power) units

• Garden lighting or power installations

• Extension to the electrical system (separate circuit) to small detached buildings (sheds etc)

Plus the following work when carried out in a kitchen or special location:

• Adding lighting points (light fittings and switches) to an existing circuit in a special location

• Adding socket-outlets and fused spurs to an existing ring or radial circuit

• Installing or upgrading main or supplementary equipotential bonding (earth bonding)

Special locations and installations include:

· Locations containing a bath tub or shower basin

· Swimming pools or paddling pools

· Hot air saunas

Are there any electrical works that do not need Building Control approval?
• Replacing accessories such as socket outlets, control switches and ceiling roses

• Replacing the cable for a single circuit only, where damaged (e.g. by fire, rodent or impact)

• Re-fixing or replacing existing installation enclosures such as fuse board or meter cupboards

• Providing mechanical protection to existing fixed installations

The following work is exempt if it is not in a kitchen or special location

• Adding lighting points (light fittings and switches) to an existing circuit

• Adding socket-outlets and fused spurs to an existing ring or radial circuit

• Installing or upgrading main or supplementary equipotential bonding (earth bonding)

Any electrical work that is being carried out by a person registered under a competent person’s scheme is exempt

What is the Approved Competent Persons’ Scheme?
The Government has approved a number of schemes which a competent person can register with and then certify their own work. The scheme will require a certificate to be submitted to Building Control within 30 days of the completion of the electrical work

• BRE Certification Ltd http://www.partp.co.uk/
• British Standards Institution http://www.kitemarktoday.com/
• ELECSA Limited http://www.elecsa.org.uk/
• NICEIC Certification Services Limited http://www.niceic.org.uk/
• Zurich Certification Limited http://www.zurich.co.uk/
How do I notify Building Control if I am not using a Competent Person?

• A Building Notice must be submitted to Building Control, or a full plans application should be used if other work is proposed such as an extension or alterations. A charge will be payable (please ask for a form and scale of charges)

• The person carrying out the work should be a registered electrician

• Please contact Building Control when work is to commence and at other intervals depending on the extent of work being carried out and as requested by your Building Control surveyor 

• On completion of the electrical work, a certificate to BS7671 should be completed by the registered electrician and submitted to Building Control

• Building Control should be contacted to arrange for an inspection of the completed electrical work

• If the certificate is not provided or it is invalid (e.g. electrician using false credentials) then a Completion Certificate will not be provided by Building Control

The onus is on the owner of the building to ensure compliance with the Building

Regulations. Always ensure that the person carrying out the work is a registered electrician. Please note that the Council is not permitted to supply a list of competent contractors.
For further details please contact East Devon District Council’s Building Control service on 01395 517578/517482
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