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Introduction

A Parish Plan {which includes a Design $tatement) is a voluntary statement by local people about
how they view their community and how they want to see change manage:,

The Conntryside Agency has been encouraging the villages of England o prodoce Parish Plans,
anel several in Devon have done so. The resulting documents are colonrful, intercsting, and
varied. Their practical importance is that they are taken into acoount by the Councils that have
the power to accept or reject applications for development.

Uplyme held a public meeting in November 2002 to introduce this idea, A crowd of abourt a
hundred (out of a population of over 12000 filled the village hall and was overwhelmingly in
favour of gpoing ahead.

Incvitably, much work was cotailed, and it was borne by g small team of volunteers. Tt the
statement can be valid only if it procesds from the mind of the whole community. 5o continual
efforis have been made to draw in everyonc's opinions: flvers, articles in the parish magazine, o
public exhibition, further meetings, two preliminary gquestionnaires distributed 1o the whole
parish, anc a final, cight-page questionnaire.

Besides issues such as traffic and schooling, Uplyme faces a problem of its own: is it a "real
village,” with a “centre™ A short answer is that to those driving through, it may ook like merely
an extension of Lyme Regis; but it is historically separate, and, 1o those within, it fecls like a dis-
tinct cominunity.  Respondents o the guestionnairee, asked whether they wish Uplyme to be a
“real village® or a “dormitory,” gave a clear answer; real village.

We have found that it is a difficult village o plan for. I it weree, like many others, small, situ-
ated in level country, and away from busy roads, this exercise would be casier—and less needed!

Uplyme is two things: a village, and an extensive parish. The villape, down where the valleys
focus, 1s one component, there are also, out along the valleys ancd hilltops, many scattered hamlets
anel farms. The wellare of these, also, must be orne in mind.

Here are some broad aims we hope this Parish Plan will forward:

s To enhance the feeling that Uplyme is a true village, with a strong identity and a “sensc of
place™.

s T ensure that village and parish remain safe and pleasant (o dwell in or visit.

o To promote amenitics that will benefit all sections of the comimunity, especially the young.

« T maintain and enhance the distinctive architecmural character of the village and the
hamlets.

s ‘' preserve the rural beauty of the large swath of countrvside for which Uplvme is steward.

« To found, with the information we hivve collected, a data base of documents that the parish
will be able to consult,

The first part of this document consists of an informal description of Uplyme, its problems, sand
solutions that have been suggested. These suggestions have been the subject of much discussion
by the working eam and the people of the parish, who thercfore deserve to see them all in
writing. Thosc that have been approved by the Parish Council are contained in later (C“Policies”
and “Proposals ™) sections of the document.


















































































































