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Ceneral view from the east showing the dramatic serting

1 HISTORIC AND TOPOGRAPHIC
BACKGROUND

1.1 A much altered and expanded village but still with a
centre that retains the feel of a pleasant fshing village in a deep
combe 100 feet above the sea where it forms a small bay, Before
its rapid expansion from the later 19th century onwards it was
clearly a very atttactive place with picturesque groups of
ancient cottages. A stream still rushes down, the main street in a
narrow open channel.

1.2 Beer has a surprisingly rich history founded on its
industries of fishing, stone quarrying, and lace-making as well
as being at the centre of a stretch of coast once favoured by
smugglers and also by artists. The most famous smuggler was
Jack Rattenbury who was born in Beer, the son of a shoemaker,
in 1778 and became particularly notorious, as an acknowledged
master of the art. After many adventures he published his own
life story in 1837, and having once been imprisoned for failing
to pay a fine of £4,500, his reminiscences are appended with
the following note reflecting his later curtailment into
conformity. “The smuggler grarefully acknowledges the
kindness of the Re. Hon. Lotd Rolle, who now allows him one
shilling a week for life”.

1.3 Another interesting piece of local history is that there
is said o have been a foreign appearance about some of the old
fishing familics occasioned by the marooning of some Spanish
satlors following a shipwreck in the 17th century. Some stayed
and married not long after the village had been decimated by
the plague.

1.4 Better documented is that much lace-making took
place in the village up to the early part of the 20¢h century. It
was in Beer that the lace for Queen Victoria’s bridal dress was
made, as was the lace worn when Queen Alexandra and the
Prineess Alice were married.

15 Significant changes to the character of Beer occurred
later in the 19th century, when the village started to expand
rapidly. An insight is provided by an early 20th century
topographical writer C.G.Harper'. He dlearly regrets the
growing artificiality he sees being imposed on “this somerime
unconventional and simple village.. that was so inspiring for
the artst {but) has become an impossibility for him”. The
present parish church dates from 1877 and Harper comments

The steep valley setting showing maindy slate or plain tiled roofs

! LG Harper “The South Devon Coast', Chapman and Hall, 1907




General views from the east showing 19th century housing, the earlier fishing village ovigins and the large late 19thiearly 20tk century
villas in well landscaped grounds

Fore Sereer views showing mix of stone and white-
\painted render




that it is “ 2 pretentious replacement of a former humble
one...there are polished marble pillars where there should be
rough axed masonry; 2 suburban high finish in place of rustic
rudeness”,

1.6 A small pleasure ground above the beach contains a
bronze plaque to 2 well known local artist, Hamilton Macaltum,
who died here in 1896, During 2 relatively short life he had suffi-
ciently endearcd himself to fellow artists and the local people for
them to provide this memorial in his honour.

1.9 The artistic tradition for which the village is well known
is typified by a painting entitled “The Beer Quarry Team” by
Stanhope Forbes RA, the famous 19th century artist of the
Newlyn School.

Ce Lane; view ds showing the largely wnspoilt coastal serving,
L.10 Beer Head is 2 prominent coastal landmartk about a mile with allatment gardens, both apen and wooded lindscape with many coastal
south of the village and is noteworthy in having the most pashs

westerly chalk cliffs on the Channel coast.

2 SETTING OF THE
CONSERVATION AREA

2.1 The present Beer Conservation Area was designated in
1973 and extended in 1990, and mainly comprises the historic
village core centred on Fore Streer, the coastal fringe and large
houses on the slopes to the north and east of the village. It also
includes the Rolle Estate houses in Sea View Terrace, and the
rather more mixed development, including considerable 20tk
century infill on Long Hill, Berry Hill, Causeway and the eastern
part of Townsend.

2.2 Within the existing conservation area are some forzy
individually Hsted buildings, some in groups, giving 20 separate
list entries. Their location is shown on Map 1.

3 THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

3.1 The conservation area can be sub-divided into separate
areas displaying similar characteristics, which help to understand
the different phases in the development of the village, These are
briefly outlined betaw, and also indicated on Map 1.

1 Fore Street

3.2 This is the earliest part of the settlement and has an
intricacy of scale, compactness and 2 rich mixture of cottages of
different styles and ages including some additons made by the
Rolle Estate during the 19th century. Fore Street is quite urban
in appearance with many buildings are threc-storey and several
highly finished in ashlar. The curving streer although barely 300
metres in length has great visual interest derived from the rich
variety of building materials and of historic styles from 17th to
carly 20th century. The Parish Church is 2 dominant and
somewhat incongruous 19th century addition.

2 Gordon Terrace/The Cemetery
- . sor edges of the conservation area have & quite separaze character with
3.3 Siruated to the west of Fore Street, this small area Thhe guter edges of El P

large houses in extensive grounds, several af which are divided into flars or

contains the cemetery and an extension together with several ;
vetirement homes

modest tesidential terraces, some retaining plain but original
atrractive detail, others having been modified to suit contem-
porary taste but with some inevitable loss of authenticity.




3 The Cove and Fastern Slopes 5 Tovmsend/The Causeway/Long Hill

3.4 This area includes part of the visible coastline of chalky 3.6 This area consists of an extensive band of mainly 19th
cliffs between King’s Hole and Tom Tizzard’s hole as well as the century development of cottage groups and almshouses aligned
wooded eastern slopes, largely obscuring (in summer) the on relatively level or gendy sloping ground across the upper part
scattering of early 20th century detached villas in a landscaped of the valley. There are many good examples of the use of Beer
setting. The attractive row of Rolle Estate Cottages with stone and of community building under Rolle Estate patronage.

allotment gardens opposite forms an unusual sca frontage with
the customary visitor attractions largely concealed in the hollow
at the foot of Sea Hill.

4 New Read/Berry Hill

3.5 A large area of mainly late 19th and early 20th century
houses in landscaped grounds on a lasgely south-facing slope with
views out to sea. There has been limited lacer infilling and some
changes of use to hotels or flaws,

Examples of eottages in C. and Clapps Lang showing a typroal range

of materials with a fair proportion of original detail resained. bur also some
loss of traditional rimber windmus and doors




General view from the east showing the dramatic setting

4 LANDSCAPE AND TREES

4.1 The deamatic coastline of chalk cliffs and small shingle
cove add much to the landscape setting of Bees, as well as its
steep valley serting surrounded by rounded hills.

4.2 The contribution of trees to the character and setting of
the conservation arca is considerable, particularly those that
dothe the hills immediately ro the north and east of the village
centre and where they act as a important backdrop. Many are
coniferous or of species resistant to salt-laden winds. Some conif-
crous specimens or belts undoubredly date from the large 19th
and early 20th century villas chat were built over a wide swathe
of surrounding hillside, for reasons of privacy and shelter. Some
are thercfore more than 100 years old. Many have therefore have
become over-mature and may need pruning or lopping, or in
extreme cases replacing with new planting.

4.3 Flsewhere within the conservation area the distribution
of trees is less widespread and only locally significant, for example
as at the Cemetery. Because space in the compacr eardier
sertlement is limited, landscaping is confined to short front
gardens behind low walls. As vehicular access is difficult i not
impossible in most instances, much visual character has been
retained and this feature particularly coniributes to the character
of old Beer.

Causeway; Farmbouse entrance with attractive contrast
between flint and dvessed Beer stone

Rodle afmshouses, Caseway; a most airactive combination of decorarive tiles
and dressed Beer store with some random flint and rubblestone

5 HARD SURFACES

5.1 There has been an almost complete loss of natural
paved or cobbled surfaces which appear to have once been
widespread. The only location noted was a small area of
decorative cobbles to the front of a cottage in Common Lane,
and part of the bed of the stream as it descends towards The
Cross, Once it enters Fore Street it flows in 2 parrow channel
with enly the two carly 18th century conduits providing any
evidence of eatlier chatacter, Early photographs indicate that
there were once stone edges and cobbled pavements. When any
future resurfacing is undertaken in areas lnown to have once had
cobbles, careful excavation may reveal historic surfaces which
could possibly be repaired and reinstared, or at least yield hidden
rraditionat materials which could be reused.

5.2 Outerops of rock are an atrractive featue in several
parts of the conservation arca and appear to indicate early quarry
workings racher than being a narural feature,




Causeway; view towards Fore Street, Note narrow rivuler and
conduit

6 BUILDING MATERIALS AND
ORNAMENT

6.1 As Beer is the source of a building stone of national
importance, it is not surprising there are some good local
examples including ashlar. A good example of its use is the pair of
18th century conduits. They also demonstrate jts considerable

durability.

6.2 The other stone widely used and found locally is flint. It
is particularly prevalent in the considerable number of Rolle
Estate cottages. There are also a number of examples of chery,
another readily available local stone widely used as a building
material. It is similar to flint in composition but brownish in
colour rather than the more familiar blue-gey of the former. I
can be seen in its natural embedded state in an exposed outcrop
50 metres west of The Cross. The other significant finish is
smooth or rough-cast render, mainly white painted.

6.3 With regard to roof materials, slate is widespread

but is increasingly being bitumenised, especially in
exposed locations, or replaced with artificial substirutes. Plain red
clay or concrete tiles, mainly machine made, are also used widely,
especially from the late 19th century onwards. A number of
patterned varieties can be scen on Estate houses. Most stacks are
red brick or rendered brick. Some good examples of rerracorta
pots survive, including the pale square-section variety. There is a
current fashion for these for use as anything from umbrella stands
to garden ornaments, and their future is under threar withour
adequate measures for their protection. Their imporrance as an
aspect of townscape in Beer is emphasised by the roofiop views
across the village from many points on the surrounding hillsides.

G | rock owicraps and u fast-flowing strean provide a strtking
contrast 10 an eiherwise lavgely urban serting

Fore Strect; showing one of the two 18th century conduits



House in Causeway; an iy iple of ashlared Beer stone

Common Lane; former Rolle Cottages showing contrasiing detail including
wooden fintal and ornamental ridge viles. Any further erasion of detail needs
10 be resisted to avoid unacceptable loss of character

Common Lane; the 19th ceniury Rolle Cottages with their attractive
flint boundary walls




Imanediarely adioining ihe previeus photograph is ihis serrace where much
original devail has managed t survive, including the stone boundary walls
which contribute greatly to the overatl chavacter

7 STREET FURNITURE AND
SPECIAL FEATURES

7.1 Beer has a number of items of szreer furniture and
ernament. Most significant are the stone conduits previously
mentioned. In the small square at the foot of Fore Strect is a
block of Beer Stone said to be the first cut when the mine re-
opened in March 1992, A bronze bas-relief in commemoration of
a well-respected local artist Hamilton Macallum (1841-1896), is
sct on a small Beer Stone column in 2 tiny pleasure ground
adjoining Sea Hill

7.2 Streetlighting in Fore Street, although recently installed
is unobtrusive and imitates Victorian gas lamps.

7.3 The Beach cove at Beer, which is also within the conser-
vation area, is delightfully secluded and encircled by cliffs. It is
targely visually separated from the rest of the village by a steep
drop in level and a green wedge consisting of dliff-top public
apen space to the cast, with allotment gardens and areas of
shrubbery above the cliffs to the south and southwest,

Fore Stree; a quite recent installation of i
¥

Common Lane and eottages built in the 1870% by the Rolle Estate. Mid
20th centsry hausing now covers much of the billside

8 SYNOPSIS OF LISTED AND
OTHER IMPORTANT BUILDINGS

8.1 The majority of listed buildings in Beer are located in
Fore Streer and The Causeway. In the former these consist largely
of late 17th century (e.g. a wing of the Dolphin Hotel) ro late
19th century {c.g. a group of cottages dated 18%4 at the lower
end of Fore Street). In Causeway are several attractive groups of
late 18th 1o early 19th century cettages and almshouses.

8.2 The following buildings are among the most
noteworthy within the conservation area:

The Parish Church of $t.Michael built 1876-77 by Hayward and
Son in coursed grey limestone with freestone dressings was a gift
of Mark Rolle. A plain exterior with norchwest tower conceals a
quite rich interior containing early French detaif and stained glass
of a pictorial High Renaissance pattern.

The Congregatienal Church oppostte was opened in 1866 and
enlarged in 1880. It is tall and faced in fline.

The Almshouses and Charity School was a gift of Lady Rolle in
1820, and is a Gothic design with deep eaves forming a
continnous porch, ‘and a dominant roof of patterned tiles. The
Cemetery Chapel 1866 was another Rolle gift in Decorated style
with steep pitched roof, bellcote and dripstone detail depicting
Youth and Age.

8.3 Fore Street is a long curving street leading down from a
cross-roads to the beach. The fast flowing stream is surmounted
in two places by square stone Conduit Heads <1700 with

pagoda tops and ball finials.

8.4 Facing down the street at The Square or Cross are
three-storey fint and rubblestone houses dated 1664, Near the
fiest conduit is an aetractive thatched house with projecting
wings. Close to the Congregational Church is a once grand house
with four gables and seven bays, the centre three advanced; the
windows have projecting keystones, Diamond House is 17th
century in origin, of three-storeys with fint and Beer stone in 2
chequer pattern and two decorative lozenges in the centre. The
Delphin Hotel, also of flint and stone, has four tall upper
windows.



8.5 At the Jower end of Fore Street are many contrasts and
not all buildings of interest are listed. No 2, (1894) has stone
muftioned windows and patterned tile roof; Beach House,
(1903} is brasher with a spiky corner gable. The Cortage with a
steeply pitched thatched roof is somewhat incongruously
overshadowed by its tall Arts and Crafts neighbour with corbelled
our bays, and mullioned ground-floor window:

8.6 This part of Becr also includes the particularly artractive
terrace of ¢.1873 running up Commeon Lane facing out to sca
across allorment gardens. Their rustic appearance derives from a
brick-trimmed flint frontage, cach having a gable with a spike
and small porch.

Fore Street view showing mix of sione and whise-painted render R . .
8.7 Above the earlier sertlement, mainly adjoining or on

tracks off the Seaton road are large 19th and early 20th century
detached houses of stucco or stonc, the later ones in 2 form of
Axts and Crafts (as at Budleigh Salterton) with mullioned
windows and spreading roofs - e.g. StMichacls Mount and
Beerhaven above the Parish Church). In their landscaped settings
these later houses blend discreetly into the hiliside, and apart
from the almaost continuous line of stone boundary walls,
adjoining the road, and an occasional glimpse of a rooftop with
the sea beyond are basely noticeable on the approach into the
town.

Important Buildings outside the Conservation Area

8.8 Bovey House (one mile norch) dates from 1592,
although one storey was removed in the 19th century. An aspect

e - . — of its importance in refation 10 the history of Beer, is that it

: PRt iy e, %_CQ?E{E&H"{ th& became a notorious centre for the smuggling trade of the arca
= afier the owner died in 1786, This was helped by rumours that it

was haunted. There is fine Jacobean carving in the hall and

dining room and a plastered, coffered ceiling in the King Charles

oom installed after the Restoration and celebrating King Charles

hiding in an oak tree afier the Barrle of Worcester.”

9 FEATURES OF SPECIAL
IMPORTANCE

19th century modifications to earlier (probably 17tk

century) oviginal Beer stone and flint chequerwork. Note

fivst floor bays and encaystic tile motif 9.1 The main character elements in the conservation area
mest worthy of note are as follows:

- a parziculatly attracrive setting in a narrow valley sloping
towards the sea. Rack outcrops enhance the natural setting.

- the main street (Fore Street} retains its ancient alignment,
following ehe stream, with many buildings of quality from the
17th century onsards. Tis constantly curving alignment provides
constandy changing vistas and stimulating townscape with a
strong sense of enclosure.

- the fast-flowing stream in a narrow channel within the
pavement or roadway, and the two 18th century conduits are
umique features.

. extensive use of Beer stone; often ashlared and its attractive

The Cross; unusual three-storey houses buily of flin and random rubblestone combination with othet materials, traditionally in a chequer
with Beerstone dressings and footings pattern, as a dressing stone or in a random mixmre.

2 see Shell Guidke 10 Devon by Anme Jellicoe and Roger Mayne published by Faber 1975 w




- the considerable Arts and Crafts influence and strong historical
associations with the Pre-Raphaelite movement

- some good examples of carly 20th century housing surrounding
the older settlement

- several good examples of housing built by the Rolle estate,
invariably using locally available materials sympathetic to a
predominantly rural environment

- a wealth of mature trees on the adjoining slopes, with examples
of pine and lex particularly noteworthy

- some dramatic contrasts between building styles and
use of materials resulting in a streer scene of
great visual interest.

Beer, in commaon with many ather towns and villages, displays some
particular decorative or commemorative featnres within the conservation arca.
The small area of cobbles (tap) is in Common Lane, and the bronze plagne
{above) which celebrates the life of a local artist adjoins Sea Hill

- several unusual juxtapositions - e.g. allotment gardens running
to the cliff edge; estate cottages with a sea-facing frontage;
landscaped cliff slopes cast of Fore Strect with path descending
steeply into the heart of the village; rock outcrops interspersed
with groups of buildings

- a considerable propertion of elevations where original detail has
been repected and properly maintained, with a scarrering of good
19th and early 20th century frontages.

10 LOSS OF CHARACTER AND
INTRUSION

10.1 The main elements in the conservation area which are
noted as resulting in loss of character or intrusion are as follows:

- loss of traditional detail, particulatly from some shop frontages,
disfigured by contemporary commercial activity

- artificial slate replacing natural slate in up to 50% of cases in
older parts of the centre

- the almost complete loss of natural stone paving/cobbles with
virtually no schemes to encourage replacement

- 3 large featureless visitors car park adjoining the conservation
area west of Fore Street

- a considerable proportion of apparently over-mature trees on
the hillsides overlooking the town. Many appear to have been
planted 100 years ago or more and in some instances would seem
to be much in need of a planned programme of pruning and
lopping to ensure their retention as far as possible.

Canseway; late 20th century bousing where natural stone
bas been used, but a lack of doors alowg the street fontage
leads to a loss of identity






