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Parish Choerch and Lychgate with dominant ceday e in chuwrchyard

1 HISTORIC AND TOPOGRAPHIC
BACKGROUND

1.1 The village was transferred from Dorset to Devon in
1896, The name is derived from the “stoc” or cattle farm of
Chard, and is still in a largely pastoral setting. Chardstock is
situated in a large rural parish of scattered hamlers (e.g. Small-
ridge, atmost 3 miles south; Tythedeigh, one mile southeast,
and Holy City, one mile northwest).

1.2 Chardstock is situated on the west slope of a quite
broad valley with its stream flowing south towards the River
Axe. Within this valley are a considerable number of thatched
farmhouses, some dating back to the 15th cenrury,

1.3 As well as carlier, mainly thatched buildings including
the fine 15th century inn at the centre of the village, there is
also much lare 19¢th century work giving it an almost
consciously planned appearance.

2 SETTING OF THE
CONSERVATION ARFA

2.1 The conservation area comprises much of the carliest
surviving part of the village. Excluded are the group of
buildings including the former village water-mill in the valley

bottom some 200 metres further west. The mill building,
although slightly dilapidated, still coptains much of the original
machinery although the wheel has gone and the mill race is no
longer capable of use. Also excluded are a scattered group of
cotrages bordering or in close proximity to the southern limit
of the village, some of which have been over-restored with
some consequent loss of authenticity. They are nevertheless a
quite significant group.

2.2 Most later 20th century development has oecurred o
the north and quite extensively to the east of the village centre
where a sizeable estate has been added to in stages mainly by
the respective Jocal authorities.

View in opposite direction fram church lchgate




View looking south from School

2.3 The village has a somewhat sombre atmosphere engen-
dered by the solidly built, extensive and now somewhat under-
used 19th century developments centred around the Parish
Church and Primary School. Considerable numbers of
evergreens, also beloved of Victorians and no doubr dating from
the 19th century, are concentrated to the southwest of the village
centre (see also 4.1).

2.4 The conservation area was first designated prior to
formation of Bast Devon District in 1974, and within the
boundary are some 23 individuatly listed buildings giving 18
separate list entries. There are also several listed churchyard
monuments, Their focation is shown on Map 1.

3 BUILT ENVIRONMENT

3.1 Chardstock is a village of average size, relatively remote
and serving a large rural hinterland, It is closer to the Somersct
town of Chard, some three miles to the north, than Axminster
five miles to the south. There are three features of the built
environment that link it more closely te the neighbouring
county;

- extensive use of Ham Hill stone, especially in
dressings

v

raised gables with stone copings, sometimes stepped

- extensive use of Bridgwater pantiles, especially in 19th
century cottages or where replacing former tharch

3.2 The Parish Church in its large churchyard with extrav-
agant lychgate is the dominant feature, but almost opposite is the
almost equally impressive group of school, school house and
massive hall, the last having an 1856 datestone. Adjoining are
pleasantly scaled rustic cottage groups with typical small gabled
porches supported by ornamental brackets. Everywhere is
evidence of stonemasonry skills and lavish roof treatment with
ornamental bargeboards, decorative ridge tiles and finials.

33 Apart from the Victorian formality; the layout of much
of the village is of scattered informal groups with no well- estab-
lished building lines. Some dwellings have direct strect frontage,
others are set well back behind walls, and still others with their
axis at right angles to the main carriageway; the best example
being Victor Place, a particulatly attractive terraced group of four
cottages, mainly thatched.




(Lefi and above)Several views of the remarkable mid 194 century camplex:
of brtildings now partly ocoupied by the village school




4 LANDSCAPE AND TREES

4.1 As already noted (2.3), the majority of marure trees are
close to the village centre with a predominance of evergreen
species. There are some exceptionally fine individual specimens,
for example the massive cedar at the western end of the
churchyard which is a partcularly prominent and clearly visible
feature when approaching the village from the west. Other good
specimens are mostly elsewhere within the churchyard and the
adjoining extensive grounds of Chardstock Court, hoth of which
provide a large measure of tree cover, as well as shelter, immedi-
ately to the south and west of the village centre,

4.2 Elsewhere tree cover is much more scattered, and mainly
confined to hedgerow houndaties or overgrown vacant sites where
natralised deciduous species predominate. Some dwellings have
significant numbers of trees and shrubs, including ornamental
species within their curtilage. Apart from the churchyard, there is
no apen space with public access within the conservation area.

5 HARD SURFACES

5.1 Within the time constraints of the survey there appeared
to be a distinet lack of any natural floorscape within any pare of
the village, although the churchyard was not fully inspecred. A
small area of rounded cobbles at the entrance to the Gearge Inn
was the only incidence noted.
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{top right and abave) A well-préserved Luse 19¢h century rottage griwp with oviginal povohes and fenestratian, Note the
double-Roman clay tiles, typical of those red at Bridg wnil the 1950%




6 BUILDING MATERIALS AND
ORNAMENT

6.1 Chardstock is characterised by the extensive use of chert
rubblestone, much of which is roughly squared (knapped) and
neatly coursed, apparently more commonly seen here than
elsewhere in Devon, although also used to equally good effect in
the neighbouring town of Chard. This would suggest a number
of locally based stonemasons with skills which appeared to pastic-
ularly flourish in the mid to late 19th century. Hamstone from
the Ham Hill Quarrics {(about ten miles to the northeast) which
also flourished during the same period, is extensively used for
dressings and some is carved or moulded, as for example detail to
the spandsels of the neo-Tudor entrance to the Primary School
{c.1856), The 19th century was also an era of importance for the
Bridgwater tile industry and many roofs in Chardstock have the
characteristic forms of paniles (mostly double-Roman} from this
source. It is of interest to note that transport by canal was once
possible from Bridgwater to Chard, and some may have originally
been carried for most of the journey by this route.

6.2 Throughout the village are examples of more traditional
vernacular building methods with random rubblestone, also
mainly chert, or with some evidence of cob on stone footings

although this combination is limited hereabouts in comparison to
much of Devon, Thatch is quite widespread with ar least ten
examples within the conservation area. Cornish and Welsh slate is
alse widely used, especially on the larger buildings newly erected
or modified during the 19th century, for example StAndrew’s
House and The Old Vicarage. The Parish Church roof has plain
tiles, some with “fishscale” ornament.

63
carpentry which primarily consists of casement windows and
timber ledged and braced doors especially in the plainer cottages.
There are several varieties of attractive rustic porches.

There has been a reasonable survival of tradicional

64 As seen elsewhere, there are instances of moedera
replacement with dark-stained doors and windows becoming
mote commonplace. Unless this can be controlled by legislation
little can be done to prevent it, as strong arguments are advanced
in favour of greater durability and lower maintenance costs. It
can laok tolerably acceptable if whole buildings are given similar
treatment with 2 uniform pattern of fenestration that imitates the
original form. Vicroria Place has not suffered unduly in respect
but if applied individually and oo extensively to single dwellings
in other short terraces that typify Chardstock, the aliered
appearance would look incongruous, Fortunately this has not so
far occurred.

{abuve and overleaf} Farmbouse and cortage views; the thatch with decorated ridge, pantiles, raised stone coping to gables,

aned Hawm Hill stone dressings are move typical of Somerset, Rough
are typical bate 19¢h J eavly 20th contury fouatures

render, pebbledash and parterned glazing to porches




(above and previous page) Farmbouse and covtage views; the
thatch with decorated ridge, pantiles, vassed sione coping to
gables, and Ham Hill stone dressings are more typicel of
Somerser. Roughcast render, pebbledash and pavterned
glazing 1o parches ave eypical lave 19th / early 20th ceniury
Jeatures




6.5 There are instances where 19th century and carlier
timber has been effectively restored, including what is apparently
a former shopfront. This is important where there are important
building groups. Once original doors and windows begin o be
lost the symmetry and proportions of the group as a whole casily
becomes distorted. The retention of original timber, mostly
painted white, is of particular importance in those parss of the
village where an atmosphere of Victorian formality remains.

6.6 It is noted that most chimneys have brick uppers bur
some have nicely finished square-section stone-dressed lower
portions. The massive shouldered external lateral stack at the
George Inn is an important feature at the heart of the village and
the most obvious indicator thar the village has buildings of
considerable antiquity.

7 STREET FURNITURE AND
SPECIAL FEATURES

7.1 There are few noteworthy specific features. Nevertheless
the church lychgare and school entrance with walled play area
contribute much to the streer scene. The gate piers and driveway
overhung by wees leading 1o Chardstock Courr add characrer, as
do the many boundary and retaining walls in chert rubblestone
with an impressive length bounding the porth of the churchyard
and extending considerably further west.

7.2 Thete is an impertant visual relationship in the juxtapo-
sition of some lengths of wall to adjoining buildings. The many
different alignments and proximity or otherwise of buildings o
the carriageway, not to mention the ofter important relarionship
of trees and lesser landscape features makes an important contri-
bution to the overall quality of built environment. As much here
as elsewhere the alignment of most of the roads withir the village
are slightly curving, just sufficient to close views and add visual
interest,

Vardows street vicws show the spacions and informal layout that typifies much of the historic pass of the pillage. {above right and top vight} show Chard

Sireery (above lefi and top lofi) show views owards and away from the village centre near Orchard Close




8 SYNOPSIS OF HISTORIC
BUILDINGS

8.1 Chardstock has a good distribution of listed buildings
scattered throughout the conservation area. There are eighteen
entries totalling some 23 buildings in all. Most are pre 19th
century cottages and farmhouses, bur includes the important
mid-nineteenth century group centred on the Primary School.

82 St. Andrew’s Church was originally built in the 15th
century with an embartted south aisle and faced with small
squared-off stones. Like so many chutches in East Devon it was
largely rebuilt in the 19th century. This was carried out in 1863-
64 and the architeet was ] M. Allen. The large west tower has a
pierced parapet and a conical topped polygonal turrer. Internally,
there are typical Victorian restoration features. The transept roof
has patrerned tiles, and the piers of alternating shape are of
Hamstone, with some black marble shafts in the changcel.

8.3 Opposite the church is $t Andrew’s School (1850,
enlarged 1883). This is a substantial and cohesive group
consisting of large hall to the rear and including the former
school house. There are atrractive gables, and projecting wings,
ane with an oriel. West of the church is the Old Vicarage - a
typical 19th century Tudor revival building with gables and stone
mullioned windows.

8.4 Chardstack Court, which faces the church, was
formerly known as Court House Farm. It was once 2 manor
house of the Bishops of Salisbury. The early plan is L-shaped, and
is mainly early 14th century, with the east-west range probably
originally an open hall. The north-south range is two storey also
with original features; newel staie, doorways, and a blocked
cinquefoil oculus in the north gable. There is a trefoil-headed
upper window and stud and panel partiion on the upper floor.
The medieval building was re-fashioned in the 16th century.
Sadly a detached range with a 15th century open timber-framed
roof was destroyed ¢.1930 and the present building is completely
abscured by trees from the rest of the village.

8.5 The impressive George Inn was probably the former
Church House. It has long thatched elevations much of which
has medicval origins with 2 smoke-blackened jointed cruck roof,
early Tudor mullioned windows with four-arched lights each side
of the entrance and a large lateral stack. In the room to the righe
of the passage is an internal jetty, with linenfold panelling on the
other side. There is 2 massive fireplace with the lintel spanning
the entire width of the house.

8.6 Chardstock House {now St. Andrew’s House) has a
long Georgian front, but is built on to a pre- Reformation core.

The long frontage, mullioned windows and prajecting chimney of the George Inn which has 15th century erigins




Important Buildings outside the Conservation Arca

8.7 In a parish as ancient and extensive as Chardstock there
are many important buildings scattered throughour the parish.
Tythetleigh Court (former New Inn House) is another medieval
house with a later projecting front wing. There is smoke blacle-
ening in the roof, and the principal truss is a true cruck with a
double chamfer running over arched bracing, In the chamber
over the hall is 2 prestigious Beer stone fireplace, decorated with
three carved roundels; the centre one is carved with the date
1594, and another with the intals AR

8.8 Of fatms in the parish, Coaxdon, Tytherleigh,
Woonten Ridge, Cotley and Hook, appear in the records of the
time of Henry 1. Woonton Farm (north-west of the village) has
a late 17th century front of rubblestone, seven bays, the lower
windows with stone mullions and transoms, flat-headed arches of
dressed stone and large keystones,

8.9 Coanden Hall was the birthplace of Sir Simonds
DYEwes (1612 -1650), the antiquary and author. Much of the
original house still remains. Lower Ridge (one mile northwest of
the village) is a former 17¢th century farmhouse, almost symmet-
rical, with walls in coursed square blocks of flint with Beer stone
dressings. Windows are three and four light mullions with ovolo
and hollow mouldings. Here too is 2 massive fireplace exrending
almost across the whele width of the house; a feature typical of
this area. There are many good 17th century ficsings with
sgraffito plasterwork in two fireplaces and many broadly
chamfered cross-beams.

8.10  ArHoly City there are Old Orchard and Whirchouse.
At Ridge there is a T-shaped house with a grear ban forming
the shank of the T.

[Note : The above details are partly derived from extracts of The
Buildings of England : Devon, (revised second edition 1989) by
Bridget Cherry & Nikolaus Pevsner, published by Penguin
Books, and from details supplied in the “green-back” documents
published as part of the Department of National Heritage
Searurory Lists).

9 FEATURES OF SPECIAL
IMPORTANCE

9.1 Amang the main elements which coneribuze 1o the
essential qualities of the conservation area are the following:

- avillage of considerable individuality with an element
of Victorian formality in the group of public buildings
ar the centre

- awide representation of traditional building materials
with particulatly good examples of 19th century
crafigmanship in stone

- anumber of fine specimen trees, as well as the
considerable tree cover surrounding Chardstock Court

- aconsiderable number of fine buildings of medieval
origin pot only within the conservation area bur wirthin
the parish as a whole

- several good examples of well preserved originat
architectural detail especially 19th censury porches and
roof and gable-end detail

- extensive boundary walls almost all built of focal chert
rubblestone providing a cohesive quality 1o the built
environment

- awidely varied alignment and juxtaposition of buildings
and intervening spaces, in a scattered distriburion along
toads of varying width and alignment. This enlivens
visual interest and provides many vistas within a street
scene that almost invariably provides a pleasing sense of
enclosure

- the village is in an clevated sicuation that also provides
occasional glimpses or more extensive views of the
surrounding pastoral Jandscape and distane wooded
ridges

An innovarive car port at the Old Vicarage combines o

effectively

wporary and traditional materials




The two cottages shown are just outside the southern part of the conservation area. An extension of the present
boundury could be considered. Note the pastoral countryside with small woodlands and hedgerow trees which
typifies the village setting.

10 LOSS OF CHARACTER AND
INTRUSION

10.1 The following factors are tending o cause intrusion or
some loss of character within the conservation area:

- the presence of overhead power lines throughour the
conservation area

- several undeveloped open spaces which have become
overgrown. At present there appears to be no pressure
for development. These would appear to offer scope for
new development that reflects the requirement to
protect or enhance the character of the conservation
area.

- some loss of original door and window detail in
prominent locations and a tendency for replacements o
reflect convenience at the expense of visual integrity.

- under-use and some deterioration of building fabric,
especially the extensive school buildings

Chard Siveet, The Old Honse dating from the 17th century. (lefy) the
south gable with partially renewed thaich of unusual siyle; (above)
north gable with vertical rwo-window range




11 SUMMARY

1Lt Chardstock is a typically rural village with a largely
unchanging atmosphere and part of a parish covering an
extensive hinterfand that contains many more excellent examples
of carly vernacular building. The village development limit
appears to be of sufficient size to ensure that pressure for devel-
opment within the conservation area is fairly minimal, This is
reflected in scveral vacant sites within the older part of the village
where infilling has not yet occurred and helps to rerain the sense
of rural isolation which is part of its character,

112 The considerable variation in types of historic building
within the conservation area reflect the various changes that have
characterised the development of such villages over several
centuries. Any adaptarion needs to be looked at in terms of the
use of materials, their source, current availabilizy, and scape for
imitating their method of construction should this be considered
NECessary.

113 Chardstock contains typical examples of the building
techniques of cach of the past four 1o five centuries, and there is
clearly scope for some research into past building methods as a
means of discovering the most appropriate procedure for
conserving surviving features. One example is reed ceilings that
are known to survive in this area, but when renovation of the
whole building occurs the original ceiling is all roo easily lost
because of a fack of knowledge by professionals and contractors
alike as 1o the best means of restoration. Likewise, similar
problems can occur where the question of retention of traditional
carpentry, and repait, cleaning, refacing or re-pointing of
stonework arises. This raises the question of whether historic
buildings grants should be made available to secure individual
components of a building as the need arises rather than for
complete renovation,

11.4 The landscape setting and wider historic context are also
important considerations and some further parts of the village,
most notably the mill and cottage groups south of the present
boundary of the conservation area, can with some justification be
considered for inclusion within the conservation area ar a later

stage,
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