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11 SAMPLE DETAIL LANDSCAPE PROPOSALS PLAN
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1.2 LANDSCAPE AND ARBORICULTURE MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS

These documents are crucial to the success of any scheme and are necessary to ensure approved designs achieve the expected long-term results, as part
of a planning application or development of a site.

A Landscape and Arboriculture Maintenance and Management Plan should include the following sections -

1 Plans i

e provide location of site and set context with regard to views, access and movement routes within the locality
e identify key features on site (and if relevant off site, for example i maintaining key views or if provides screening, etc)

2 Management Objectives i
e set out long-term objectives clearly for areas and features, for example different mowing regimes to enhance bio-diversity, specialist
requirements for Veteran trees, management of watercourses and attenuation basins, management of play equipment (including re pairs and
replacement, etc), etc.
¢ this section should cover bio-diversity, amenity, activities and safety, etc.
3 Management Prescriptions i
e setout clearly how these specific objectives will be achieved.

4 Standards T

e Utilising national standards and specification information (National Landscape Specification, British Standards, etc) to ensure quality, etc



1.3 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPES MAP FOR EAST DEVON

Landscape Character Types
1A Open inland planned plateaux
1B Open coastal plateaux
1C Pebble bed heaths
I 1E Wooded hilltops and ridges
[0 2A Steep wooded scarp slopes
2B Coastal slopes and combes
[ 3A Upper farmed and wooded slopes
3B Lower rolling farmed and settled slopes
[ 4A Unsettled farmed valley floors
I 4B Unsettled marine levels
4C Estuaries
4D Lowland plains
I 5 Cliffs
I Urban
|| AONB boundary
|| District boundary

Sidmouth



1.4

GENERAL SPECIES LIST RELATING TO LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPES FOR EAST DEVON

Refer to Landscape Character Assessment & Management Guidelines on eMAP or EDDC website for more comprehensive
information and note that this list is based on 1:40,000 scale.

LCT 1A Open Inland Planned Plateaux

LCT 1B Open Coastal Plateaux

LCT 1C Pebble Bed Heaths

LCT 1E Wooded Ridges and Hilltops

LCT 2A Steep Wooded Scarp Slopes

LCT 2B Coastal Slopes and Combes

Key Vegetative Characteristics

Beech is a prominent species in hedges and as a hedgerow tree, especially in the north,
with oak and overgrown hazel hedges more common in the south and towards the edge
of the plateau.

Notable coastal influence on windblown vegetation (especially dominance of blackthorn).
The field pattern is of medium to large regular planned fields, delineated by dense low
hedges (often elm) with occasional hedgerow oaks.

The poor soils support extensive open areas of dry lowland heath with gorse and silver
birch, interspersed with scattered groups of pine or beech and conifer plantations. These
are used for forestry, nature conservation and recreation, with some military use locally.
There are beech woods towards the edge of the plateau.

Mix of woodland and irregular fields, occasionally with large open fields on the summit
which may be arable, contrasting with the pastoral use elsewhere. The field pattern is
small to medium scale, delineated by earth banks and hedges, and tree rows, with
frequent hedgerow trees. There are significant areas of ancient woodland, spring-line
mires, unimproved pasture and great species diversity, especially in hedges.

Neither woodland nor pasture dominates overall, although they may do so in individual
Land Description Units. The land cover is typically permanent grassland and woodland,
with unimproved pasture, wetland scrub and small pockets of heathland. Although much
of this type appears unenclosed, a network of earth banks and medium to tall bushy
hedges with many hedgerow trees encloses an intricate mosaic of small irregular fields
carved out of the woodland.

Land cover is a mix of unenclosed woodland and small to medium irregular fields, mainly
in pastoral cultivation and with much wet pasture. This gives way to scrub along the upper
edge of the adjoining cliffs.



1.4

GENERAL SPECIES LIST RELATING TO LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPES FOR EAST DEVON (Cont.)

LCT 3A Upper Farmed and Wooded
Slopes

LCT 3B Lower Rolling Farms and
Settled Slopes

LCT 4A Unsettled Farms Valley Floors

LCT 4B Unsettled Marine Levels

LCT 4C Estuaries

LCT 4D Lowland Plains

LCT 5 Cliffs

Key Vegetative Characteristics

Below the steep wooded scarp, where deciduous woods and copses on the upper valley
slopes grade to pastoral/mixed cultivation, with some arable cultivation along the lower
edge, especially in the southern part of this type. An intricate mix of small to medium
fields with irregular boundaries of very wide earth banks with low, species-rich hedges
and many trees, creating a well-treed and intimate character. These are often medieval in
origin. Oak and ash are the most prominent species.

Predominantly dairy with some fodder crops, with orchards on the drier slopes near
farmsteads and tree rows along the many streams and ditches which give this type a
bushy, damp character and contribute to its wooded appearance, due also to the many
hedgerow oaks and small copses.

A landscape of shallow streams and lightly wooded mixed farmland in a small to medium
regular pattern, with some orchards and occasional large arable fields

Earth banks are not a characteristic but hedges are sometimes present within the open
valleys.

It consists of lower river valleys and their associated semi-natural habitats, which form a
mosaic of open water, ditches, saltmarsh and grazing marsh, often of high biodiversity
value.

It is a very extensive open expanse of intertidal mudflat with limited areas of sand and
saltmarsh.

Arable cultivation is frequently locally dominant, with orchards and paddocks present but
not frequent. Wide hedges, often elm-dominated, and hedgebanks are distinctive, often
with prominent hedgerow oaks.

Well-vegetated landslips on the lower half of the cliff face which contain a mix of
exposure-tolerant species of high biodiversity value.
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DEVON HEDGES i CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

Matural England Technical Information Note TINOZS9

Devon field boundaries: restoration standards for agri-

environment schemes

MEB. Turf will not be needed on top of the bank
when a mnew hedge is to be planted, as a mulch
will be used arcund the new plants.

Figure 2 Earth Bank showing ideal degree of batier

There will b2 some shrinkage as the earth
seftles and the soil dries out. With this in mind, if
you are planning to plant a new hadge on top of
the bank, you should wait at least baslve months
so that the sarth has time to seitle.

Mew banks

When plannimg to build a new bank you should
always liaise with your local adviser, who can
advise you on any possible landscape impact,
the form of the bank and the appropriate planting
options bearing in mind local envirommental
conditicns. Similarly, if you are planning to
inconporate a ditch inte your new hedge bank,
your local adviser can advise on the likely impact
on surmounding agreement land.

Mew banks should be sited on the line of am old
boundary wherever possible. This can be
ascertained from old Crdnance Survey maps or
by checking aerial photographs. Ensure that the
soil used to create the new bank stays firmly in
place by building it up in layers, using fturf and
compacting it well inio shape. Subsail-type
material (preferably with clay content and some
stone) should be used for the lower layers, and
topsoil (with no stones) for the upper layers. You
should allow plenty of time for each layer to
seftle before adding the next layer.

It is essential that the sail is moist and well
consolidated, especially when building on a
slope or when working with light soils. In difficult

conditions stone facimg up to approximately half
of the height will help to stabilise the structure.
Where this is not necessary the bank should be
turfed om the sides and crown. Please refer to
figure 3 for the suggested dimensicns.

It is mot acceptable to simply scrape loose earth
and debris into a pile to create your bank. This
will not create a stable structure and the earth
will soon slip away in wet weather. This standard
of work would not qualify for an agri-environment
scheme capital grant

For advice on planting a hedge on top of your
new bank, please refer to the hedge planting
section.
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Figure 3 Cmoss section showling consinuction of new eanh
bank

Dropped banks

Where you have a dropped bank, with only a
small bank (if any) on the higher side of the
slope, do not build this up too high as the earth
will only slip back downhill. The main face of the
bank will be on the lower side and the degree of
batter (slope) should be greater than a normal
bank (approximately 15-25 degrees on higher
side and G5- 75 degrees on lower side) to
ensure stability. The degree of batter will
howewer vary according to site and conditions
(figure 4}.

Casting up

Casting up is the term wsed for the process of
digging ouwt maternal slumped from the bank (or
burmowed ocut by animals) and replacing it on the
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DEVON HEDGES i CONSTRUCTION DETAILS (Cont.)

Natural England Technical Information Mote TINOZS

Devon field boundaries: restoration standards for agri-

environment schemes

will allow them to shoot out and form bushy
growth from the base.
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Figure 18 Hedge planting method

Weed control

Weed control may be needed for several years
to control competitive weeds, which can kill the
young plants by competing for soil moisture,
nutrients and light. Weeds can be controlled by
hand-pulling or by mulching with either wood
chippings or 500 gauge black polythen= 1 -2m
wide. Mulzhing will also prevent the rapid drying
of scil. Altematively, an appropriate herbicide
can be used for the first few years. Strimming is
not recommended. In all cases whers spraying
is involved you must observe the reguirements
of cument legislation and codes of practice.
Replace any plants that have died in the
following planting season.

The hedge plants may need to be protected from
rabbit damage by spiral guards or tree ubes.
Tubes are useful for very windy sites. Protective
fencing will be needed to prevent damage by
liwestack andfor rabbits. The fence should be set
back at least 1.2 metres from the centre of the
hedge (if it is mot on a bank) or close to the base
of the bank.

Choice of species

Plant native species that are already growing in
the hedge orin the immediate locality. In species
poor hedges, or when planting a new hedge,
opportunities should be taken o include some of
the other native shrubs, which will offer great

benefit o wildlife. Diversity of species will give a
contimuity and varety of food sources such as
flowers, fruits, seeds and foliage throughout the
year. However, single species hedges may be of
historic importance and indicate early land
enclosure. These hedges should only be
replanted with the same species so as to retain
this historic characteristic.

Many nurseries or lozal suppliers offer a
'conseryation mix' or a "Devon hedge mix' that
will contain a mixture of species suitable for
planting in & wide range of situations. Care
should be taken with these, for example, if you
are planting on a partculary exposed site ora
coasial site prone to sea spray some species in
the mix may not be suitable. On some very
exposed sites it may not be feasible to plant a
hedge at all, since only very hardy species such
as gorse will survive.

When choosing the species mixture your choice
will be influenced by soil conditions, altitude,
exposure, your intended management regime
and the composition of nearby hedges. A large
percentage of the plants should be made up
from the five species listed below:

Hawthorn - very versatile. Grows in most soil
types and sites, except very high altitudes and
heavy shade. Tolerant of heawvy cutting.

Blackthorn - slow growing, semi-shade tolerant,
forms thick hedge which deters livestock.
Excellent for exposed sites and sea spray.

Hazel - thrives in drier soils, vigorous growth,
produces straight sticks when laid or coppiced.

Huolly - shade tolerant, evergreen, slow growing,
creates thick, stockproof hedge. Prefers light
sgils, not tolerant of wet clay. Best planted in
September or early May to avoid frost.

Beech - Should be planted only where Beech is
locally typical. Forms a thick hedge but does not
coppice well when mature.

The remainder should be made up of other
suitable species as follows:

Hormbeam - useful to plant with Beech.
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Devon field boundaries: restoration standards for agri-

environment schemes

Dak - grows well in a wide range of soil
conditions.

Ash - not a good hedging plant as it is very fast
growing, acceptable in small quantities.
Produces straight sticks when laid or coppiced.

Field maple - Favours lime-rich soils. Tough
species, tolerates exposure.

Dogwood - suited to lime-rich soils.
Spindle - suited to lime-rich soils.

Diog rose - flowers and fruit valuable for insecis
and birds.

Rowan - suited to acidic soils. Useful on
exposed upland sites where litte else will grow.

Wych elm - useful in small gquantities.
Wayfaring tree - grows in alkaline conditions.

Willow - useful in wet conditions where little else
wiill grow.

Honeysuckle - a key species for Dormice.

If im doubt check the suitability of different
species with your supplier or with your local
adviser.

Hedge trimming

Hedges managed by trimming should be
trimmed no more than twice in every five years
and this should be rotated to avoid cutting all the
hedges in the same year. (If necessary, road-
side hedges may be timmed every year). This is
becauss maost trees and shrubs in hedgerows
only produce flowers, nuts and bermies on year
old twigs meaning that cutting every year will
deplete food and nectar supplies for insects,
birds and mammals. A mixture of heights and
widths will provide the best range of habitat.

Hedges should be trimmed to maintain a
minimum height of 1 metre of shrubby growth
where the hedge is on top of a bank (unless your
agreement prescriptions specify otherwise].
Mever fim to exactly the same height each year
as this removes all new shoots and results in the

10

old stems becoming woody and britthe with little
thickness at the base of the hedge. Instead,
allow the hedge io become incrementally larger
at each trim.

A percentage of hedges on each holding shouwld
be managed traditionally in preparation for
laying. This involves allowing the tops to grow
up, side trimming them only as necessary until
they are at a suitable height and stem size to
lay. For those hedges containing fast growing
species (such as ash or sycamore) or where the
hedge has been left untrimmed for more than
three years, it is advisable to trim using a circular
saw or cutter bar machine rather than a flail
trimmer.

Trimming should ideally take place during
January or February whenever possible,
otherwise between October and February. Mewver
cut during the bird nesting season, gensrally
early March to end of July.

Figure 19 Hedge timming In preparation for laying

Trimming should ideally take place during
January or February whenever possible,
otherwise between October and February. Mewver
cut during the bird nesting season, gensrally
early March to end of July.

Please note: hedgerows in the Higher Level
Stewardship option "Maintenance of hedgerows
of very high emvironmental value (HB12) should
follow the timming reguirements in the
agreement document. These will have been
agreed with your local adviser, and set to suit



1.6 TREES 7T RECOGNITION OF HAZARDS

Liability of tree owners

Where a tree shows external evidence of decay or structural
weakness the owner of the land on which it stands is normally liable
for any damage it causes by breaking or falling. The Courts expect
owners to inspect their trees regularly and obtain specialist guidance
on interpretation of symptoms and assessment of tree safety.

!;L}B_. With certain exceptions, it is an offence to fell or prune a tree
if it is:

subject to a Tree Preservation Order*, without permission from the
local planning authority responsible for the order; or if it is

in a Conservation Area*, without giving the local planning authority
6 weeks notification of intention to do the work.

In addition, and also with certain exceptions, it is an offence to fell
trees without having first obtained a felling licencet from the
Forestry Authority.

If in any doubt, and before starting the work, first check with the
local planning authority and the local Forestry Authority’s office as
?ontravention of these requirements could result in a substantial
ine.

Inspection

Annual inspections of trees are best made in September or early
October, preferably on clear days. At this time, fresh fungal fruit
bodies are most likely to be present (but look out for old fruit bodies
at any time of year) and, in most tree species, crown symptoms will
not have been unduly obscured by autumn coloration and leaf fall.
(Binoculars are essential for adequate examination of large trees.)
Immediate inspections should be made when it is suspected that
trees are dangerous. If such trees are not to be made safe
immediately they should be re-inspected in the autumn.

Following a visual inspection, further assessment may include:
Identification of any fungal fruit bodies found on the tree or near its
base; excavation and examination of the larger roots if root death or
decay is suspected.

Using specialised equipment, determination of internal conditions of
the trunk (e.g. presence of decay; growth patterns).

If decay is found, identification of the causal fungus may well be
irrelevant to assessing the risk.

Risk assessment

The whole tree must be inspected, but often it is only that part of
the tree that has a defect that poses a hazard.

In assessing the hazards posed by a tree the following points should
be considered:

Location of the tree in relation to people, property and
thoroughfares.

Species of tree

Some trees are known to be able to ‘tolerate’ amounts of decay or
structural defects that are regularly associated with collapse in other
species.

Type and location of decay

Some wood rotting fungi are so frequently associated with tree
collapse that merely their presence should be regarded as an
indication of possible danger.

Severity of symptoms and position and degree of structural
weakness.

Length of time during which symptoms have been evident.

:educing the risk from a dangerous tree
The risk a tree poses to people and property can often be reduceu
by tree surgery. Branches weakened by decay may be pruned;
structural weakness in a tree may be pruned out or supported with
braces or props. The risk posed by a tree with a hollow trunk may be
reduced by periodically pruning the crown. Trees with extensive root
decay may well need felling, although this may sometimes be
avoided if people and property are not at risk.

Sources of advice

Assistance can be obtained from people with varying degrees of
specialism. Qualified arboriculturists are employed by many local
authorities. The Arboricultural Association and the Institute of
Chartered Foresters maintain lists of members who have experience
in assessing tree safety. General information on questions of tree
health and safety can be obtained from the Arboricultural Advisory
& Information Service funded by the Department of the Environment
and operating from the Forest Research Station.

Your local Forestry Authority office (listed in the telephone directory)
will be pleased to advise you on Felling Licence requirements and
you should approach your local planning authority with any enquiries
about Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Areas.

Further information can be found in: The External Signs of
Decay in Trees, Arboricultural Leaflet 1 (2nd edition, 1984). HMSO,
£1.00.

tControl of Tree Felling, in a free booklet available at any Forestry
Authority office.

*Protected Trees — a guide to tree preservation procedures, a
free leaflet issued by the Department of the Environment and
available from your local planning authority or from the
Arboricultural Advisory & Information Service address below.

Addresses
Arboricultural Association, Ampfield House, Ampfield,
Nr Romsey, Hants SO51 9PA

(Telephone: Braishfield (0794) 68717).

Institute of Chartered Foresters, 7a St Colme Street,
Edinburgh EH3 6AA
(Telephone: 031-225 2705).

Arboricultural Advisory & Information Service,
Forest Research Station, Alice Holt Lodge, Wrecclesham, Farnham,
Surrey GU10 4LH

(Telephone: Bentley (0420) 22255).

Issued by the Forestry Commission in collaboration with the
Department of the Environment

Printed on recycled paper.

© Crown copyright 1992
First published 1987

- Fourth edition 1992 =

Printed in the UK for HMSO 5/92 Dd 8998094
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